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Sacred Biography, 
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muſtrated i in Several 


DISCOURSES: 


Uſeful for thoſe who wou'd acquaint them- 
* ſelves with the Hiſtory of the Bible. 


To which are 2 TWO 


NS 


W ity 7 OXFORD: 
In the Years 1708, and 1709. 
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By RichARD Tazzd, NM. A. 


9 
Adjuvari ſe Exemplis exoptat humana « infrmi 
ipſa nunc faciar, que alios feciſſe ante cat. * 
bat ſoe ver things were written afore time, were 
ten for our Learning that we thro' Patience and Comfort of 
the ' Scriptures micht have Hope. Rom. xv. 4. 
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THE 


" PREFACE. 


HEN firſt ſtout in Preach- 
ing, 4 worthy Perſon gave 
me this Advice to proceed 
by, that for the moſt part I wou'd make 
choice of Hiſtorical Subjects, as being 
the moſt inſtructive and affecting, and 
conſequently the moſt practical. I rea- 
dily took the Hint, and ſome of theſe 
Diſcourſes were the Firſt-Fruits of it. 
Whether all or any of them anſwer thoſe 


Ends, others »uſt determine. I wiſh 


they may, and truly I thought they 
might in ſome meaſure, or I had not 
publiſh'd them. If they do not, they 


— ſerve however to 7? to the World 
how 


[15 


The PRETACE. | 
how I ſtand inclin'd to do God Service 


in the Miniſtry which I have receiv'd 


of the Lord Jeſus. I offer d my ſelf 
to it with that Inclination, God know- 
eth! And by the Grace of God I will 
retain the 2 ame to my Lives end, 
mangre all the Neglecte, Hardſhips, 
Diſcouragements, familiar to the beſt 
of Functions. But my Sphere of A- 
ction has been hitherto yl by the Ap- 
pointment of Providence; which fore- 


ſaw, perhaps, I ſhould not be | ſafe 


ent for a wider. I muſt write or 


all the Day idle, 5 I would not 


do one Moment, could I employ it uſe- 


fully for any of thoſe for whom Chriſt 
dyed. If a Reaſon therefore be de- 
manded of my Appearance in Print, 
here is One; and were I to ſtrain 


Invention for more, I could hardly aſ- 
fi on à better, I content my ſelf how- 


ever with this, and ſo I hope will ” 
Candid Reader. 

The Subjects I have choſen are all 
by them ſafer aebi, and ſuch as every 


Capac ity 
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The PRErAck. 

Capacity or Circumſtance of Life may 
be the better for upon. RefleGion. 
Whether we are married or. ſingle, 
Joſeph obliges us with 4 Pattern of 
inviolable Chaſtity. Whether, afflicted 
or - proſperous , Joleph recommends 
Temper or Indifference, . a 4 Method 
of Management he found moſt proper 
ander each Condition. If. a: Caſe of 
Cos petition happens between 4 great 
temporal Intereſt and Duty, Moſes 
determines for us on that fide of the 


Que ſtion which is more honeſt thay 


profitable. * If the World- bids bigh 


for our Service in doing Miſchief, the 
Providential Reſtraints on Balaam ſhow 
the Vanity of fighting againſt God. 
If our Lot falleth in an Age of Lewd- 
neſs and Debauchery, Elijah exempli- 
flies Zeal, under ſome Defects and 


Abatements which his Hiſtory forbids 


in the Imitation. If we are adwanc'd 
to Poſts of Eminence and Power, the 
Fate of Haman may ſerve as a kind of 


Sea · mark to deter us from ſteering the 
te toll ſc ane 


The Prepac. 

ſame nad Courſe. If we are not paſs'd 
the Tears of Minority, the holy Child 
eſus bas drawn us 4 Sample of Q- 
dience to Parents. If a reſolute 
Maintenance of our Principles in Pub- 
lick apon Occaſion, entangles us in Dif- 
ficulties, the great Apoſtle invites us 
to form our Apologies by bis. 

But that I may draw up the ivhole 
into one View; to hefriend the Intereſt 
and Relations of Society, to excite 4 
vertuous Emulation in Perſons of all 
CharaQters and Stations, to anſwer the 
Intent of Nathan's Parable, and pre- 
wail with Men to abhor in their own 
Deportment what they ſee deteflable in 
another's : This is, in ſhort, the buſi: 
meſs of thetollowing Sheets. And now 
that I have been ſo free as to ment ion 
their Dſe, I will be ſo honeſt withal 
as to own in general their Defe&s. 
Several I cou'd point to my ſelf; and 
the Critical may lay their Fingers on 
many more, without doing any Injury 
to me or them: But for Pity-ſake to an 
1 Infants 


$ 
. 
* 


The 12 
Infant-Pen, I wou'd b them not 1a 


make hey they do not f d, leſt it bs | 


diſcoura AY 

A Relieione or twa I muſt here 4 
tici pat 1 
F in the firſt Diſcomſe the Lan- 


e ſeems too open, les it be remem : 
Pac that the Practice which occaſion'd 


it is much more ſo. ¶ Poiſon ſhoud 


be ſhown ſometimes, whoſe Eſfecis are 


ſo frequently felt. The ſegbt thereof 


may prove one good Antidote againſt 
it. F in others there are thought to 
be unfriendly Allufions, I can aſſure_ 


the Cenſorious, no Perſonal Character 


is attempted; but ſhould any one not- 
withſtanding, fanſy himſ, 4 concern d 
in the Application, or that I have co- 
pied after bis particular ill Features, 
I'd adviſe bim to ſpoil the Picture by 
mending the Original. If Tediouf 
neſs be objected to all, T have this to 
ſay, that it lyeth in "making the moſt 
of my Text (or the reſpeive Hiſtory) 
not in leqving it, to make a Flouriſh of 
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The PRE PACE. 


Words and mere Invention. M U Thoughts 
and Meditations I pleaſe my (, elf with 
reflecting, are moſtly confin'd to the 
Word o if Got, or rather (and that un. 
e too ) fetch d from it. | 
I ſhall cloſe with one Requeſt more 
20 my good Reader, that be won d be 
pleas d to believe, 2 Heart goes along 
with my Pen in every Inſtance of Mo- 
raliiy recommended by me; for it real- 


Ty does; and -unleſs- he judges ſo, be 


will not 28 wars * my Inſtructions, 


* 
«th r _ PERS 1 
* 


Joſephs Continency. Ark 
. ; . a 

GEN. XXXIX; 9. 3 F 

How then can I do this great wicked. x >> þ 
neſs, and ſin againſt God ? 


HE Words, even to a common 
Reader, muſt appear full of Em- 
pälhaſis and full of Tranſport. Here 


Zeal was uttered in the higheſt 
Key, and the livelyeſt Stroaks of holy Paſ- 
ſion are expreſs'd in little. Confirm'd Se- 
raphins, that are about God's Throne, when 
ſollicited by Lucifer into the grand Revolt 
from their common Maler, hardly ſpoke” 
out their Reſentment in nobler Strains of 
Piety and Devotion. 5 8 

As to their Occaſion: They are a part Ys 8 
of Joſepb's conſcientious Reply to the un- 
godly Motion of the Wife of Potiphar, and 
ſo lead me to conſider two things: 1. The 
Greatneſs of the Wickedneſs to which he 
was tempted. 2. The Height of his Vertue 
in reſiſting the Temptation. | 

To know what it was ſhe urged him to, 
we muſt go back to the ſeventh Verſe, 
where we read that bis Maſter's Wife caft 


— —— 
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Joszen's Continency. 


. * with me. A ſtrange Addreſs indeed as to 

all its Circumſtances! Sure ſhe thought 
one impure Flame would find no Difficult 

is in kindling another, that the luſtful Paſ- 

„ſion might be as readily propagated as it 

s was conceiv'd, or ſhe would never have 


Way 
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x | . , , come upon him ſo uncerimoniouſly, ſo ab- 
8 a4 >; ruptly. So natural it is to all Men to be- 
„ >#lieve their own Wiſhes; ſo common with 
F + great Sinners to eſteem others altogether 
„ . ſuch as themſelves. There was no ground, 
= 2 eertainly, for the Conceit in reſpect of Jo- 
2 5 y- hb; for his Maſter ſaw that the Lord was 
„ e 4. with him, the righteous Lord who loveth 


» 4 
* 


KRighteouſneſs and nothing elſe, and that 
he made all that be did to proſper in bis 
Hand: And ſo might his Miſtreſs have 
done too, if ſhe had pleas d; but, it ſeems, 


- ſhe look'd another way, or to a very dif- 


with her Eyes, and that made her impu- 
2 dent with her Tongue; ſhe lets the former 
3; range abroad and fetch in Matter for irre- 
gular Deſires, and then the latter muſt have 


thoſe Deſires, Senſe repreſented him to 
her, as the Text does to us, a goodly Per- 
ſon, and well favour'd;, whereupon ſhe al- 
lowed a Scope to Fancy, threw out many 


27 a laſcivious Glance, and to be ſure often 


1 


a Looſe too, and beg the Gratification of - 


». Sad 
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Jostrn's Continency. 
not underſtand he was ill uſed, ſhe u- 
ſes him ſtill worſe, and out of the abun- 


dance of a naughty Heart the Mouth ſpea- 


keth, what were not fit to be ſpoken again, 
but only to ſhew the Vileneſs and Maligni- 
ty of the Speech. Lye with me, ſays the 
hardned Wretch , loſt to every ſcrupulous 
Thought of Honour and Conſcience ; and 
when ſhe had faid ſo, tis like, with Solo- 
mon's Strumpet, ſhe wip'd her foul Mouth 
as demurely as if ſhe had done or attempted 
no Wickedneſs. But whatever her Senti- 
ments were of the Matter, that had dropt 
the nice Point of Reputation and her Rea- 
ſon together, ſure we are, who have nothing 
to biaſs us in our Judgment, it was highly 
criminal and impious. The Propoſal car- 


tried with it the Aſſurance of a Man, and 
the Filthineſs of a Beaſ?: She muſt have 


ſerv'd a long Apprenticeſhip to Satan, be- 


fore ſhe could become ſo thorow-pac'd in- 


the Trade of Iniquity; ſhe muſt have un- 
dergone a tedious Courſe of Reluctances 
and Self-denials, of Agonies and Convulſi- 
ons, before ſhe could arrive at ſo perfect a 
Metamorphoſis: That one of that ſhy Sex 
whoſe Minds are naturally tender, deli. 
cate, to outward Appearance almoſt inca- 
pable of Temptation; ſhould yet offer one 
her ſelf of the groſſeſt kind, that a Tender 
of Impurity and Pollution ſhould come 
from the very Seat of Modeſty and Inno- 


B 2 cence, 


Joszen's Continency. 


cence, this muſt be a ſurprizing Scene to 
Devils themſelves, by whoſe Inſtigation it 
was brought about: An Affrightment to 
the very Heavens! She is, in truth, the 
Object not ſo much of our Thoughts as 
our Amazement, that could thus throw her 
ſelf as it were out of her kind, and act Con- 
tradictions to Nature and Probability. 

How dangerous a thing then is it, to 
ſlight that Baſhfulneſs which the wiſe Au- 
thor of our Frame has ſet as a Centinel o- 
ver Female Vertue, to throw up thoſe Re- 
ſerves which Education has fuperadded for 
its Protection. The Fence being pulled 
down, the Ground lies common of courſe. 
When once the Bounds of Strictneſs and 
Severity are paſt, no body knows where 
corrupt Nature will ſtop in its Freedoms 
and Indecencies. The Liberties taken by 
this Woman were ſuch as the whole Sex 
may well bluſh for in ſecret, the whole Crea- 
tion groan, in Abhorrence of what ſo much 
reflected upon both. She could not bear a 
Reſtraint, tho' but from Shame and Infa- 
my! And that ſhe might have enough of 
that, her black CharaQer remains upon the 
{acred Records, to be read and ſpit upon by 
all Poſterity. 

But as wild and monſtrous as her Sug- 
geſtions muſt appear to a ſober Imaginati- 
on, a Compliance with them would have 
rals'd no leſs diſmal Ideas, and added much 

to 
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Joszen's Continency. 


to the Horror of the Story. For if Sinners 

entice thee, conſent thou not, is the Law 

both of Nature and of Scripture; and as for 

Adultery, the Matter of the Enticement , 

what has a more uncouth Harſhneſs in the 

very Sound than that? what ſooner puts 

the Ear into a tingling and the Soul into 

Confuſion. Adultery in every Age, and 

under every Diſpenſation, had the ill Luck 

to be frown'd upon and exploded. Paga- 

mſm itſelf gave it no Countenance, Reve- 

lation no Quarter; with ſome of the barba- 

rous Nations it was made a Forfeiture of 

Life, with others an Incapacity for publick 

Characters, with AZ an Occaſion of Smart 

and Diſgrace. And how roughly the Scri- 

pture treats it, none of us can well be ig- 
norant. The Law had a ſtanding Miracle, Numb. g. 
"Ihe Waters of Jealouſy for its Diſcovery, 

and. the Severity of Death for its Puniſh-Lev. zo.10, 

ment. The Goſpel ranges together the blac- 

keſt Vices to bear it Company to the Place 

of Torment, and provides the heavieſt Dam- 

nation to make it full Amends. Solomon prov. b. 33; 

calleth it a Reproach that cannot be wip'd 

away, and Fob brands it for a ſtaring Crime, 

an Iniquity that ſhould be puniſhed hy the 

Judges. When David had committed it 
ſecretly, we ſee, God rewarded it openly , 

by a bitter Series of Afflictions. And when 

the hypocritical Phariſees were importur ate 


with our Saviour for Sentence again't a 
> B 5 ; Crea- 


Joszen's Continency. 


Creature taken in the very act of it, tho? 
the Sinner found ſome Grains of Compaſ- 
ſion from Him who came not with a judi- 
cial Power to deſtroy, but with a mediato- 
rial to ſave, yet an awakening Caution 
withal, to /in no more, lei a worſe thing than 
the legal Infliction of Stoning ſhould come 
unto ber, the infinitely more terrible Sen- 
tence of Death at the final Day of Judg- 
ment, 

Nor is it any wonder at all, it ſhould be 
thus ſeverely dealt with by the Oracles of 
God; for what can be a greater Breach of 
the Marriage Inſtitution? Twas a divine 
and awful Eſtabliſhment, that Two ſhould 
become one Fleſh by Promiſe , by Bargain, 
and by Vow. But how do we keep holy 
what the Almighty made ſo? How 1s the 


matrithonial Unity preſerv'd , the moſt for- 


mal Engagements fulfill'd , if one of the 
Parties 1s alienated to another, 
For this reaſon Foſeph held the Perſon 
of his Miſtreſs ſacred and inacceſſible. He 
declares her excepted out of the Number 
of the Goods that were left at his Diſpo- 
ſal, and makes the Marriage-Covenant the 
Ground of that Exception. Behold my Ma- 
ſter wotteth not what is with me in the 
Houſe, and he hath committed all that he 
bath to my Hand; there is none greater 
in this Houſe than I, neither bath he kept 
back any thing from me but thee, becauſe 
as thay 
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Joszen's Continency. 


thou art bis Wife. That Relation binds up 
both thee and me, and ſuffers you not to 
have power over your own Body. How 
then can I do this great wickedneſs, and ſin 
againſt God? Being thus ſhut out of all 
poſſibility of Intereſt in you, how can I 
come near you, without defiling my ſelf, 
and rebelling againſt Heaven, 44 all 
Nuptial Contracts are regiſter d in a Book 


of Remembrance? 
Again, what can be a ſorer Nuſance and 


Injury to Mankind ? It makes a whole Fa- 


mily the Obſervation of the Town, and the 
Finger-but of the Neighbourhood. Ene- 
miet hence take occaſion to inſult , and 
Friends can but pity. The Uncharitable 
find ſomething to ground a Talk of Judg- 
ments on, and the Envious are tempted into 
Hopes of a future Level in point of Cir- 
cumſtances. It robs the neglected Conſort 


of a friendly Converſe, of a good Name, of 


a compoſed Temper, Hence Rencounters 
of Paſſion come in the place of Careſſes and 
Abhorrence of Endearments. The one con- 
ſidering what the other is going about, al- 
ways parts with Uneaſineſs; and yet re- 
membring what the other has done, never 
meets with Pleaſure. If it be the Man that 
is thus aggriev'd, he has all the Proverbs 
of Reproach and Appellatives of Scorn caſt 
at him; that is, the ſevere World does not 


think him miſerable enough, unleſs he be 
B 4 upbraided 


Joszen's Continency. 
upbraided too for being ſo. If the Woman, 
ſhe paſſes for an indiſcreet Wife at the beſt, 
that has ſo bad an Huſband. Neither Par- 
ty can be a Sufferer, without being pro- 
nounc'd a Fool ; and buſy Cenſure, which 

makes Faults as well as finds em, always 
charges Vice Abroad upon Miſconduct at 
Home. And ſuch Reflections eaſily conjure 
up the evil Spirit of Melancholy to haunt 
and torment the Innocent. 

The very Tidings too of a Rival are kil- 
ling; but the Conſequences of the bold In- 
vaſion, when mus'd upon, give ſuch a gaſh 
to the Heart, as is dolorous beyond Expreſ- 
ſion. No Soul can conceive the Pains of 
wounded Honour, but that which feels 
them: They are ſo acute, ſo intolerable, 
that ſome have bemoan'd themſelves into 
the Grave to get far enough from them, 
and others gone madly into a reſembling 
Scandal, merely to revenge them. 

It deprives the pguiltleſs Babes of their Sub- 
ſtance, if not of their Reputation. Hence ſome- 
times a Baſtard Brood are brought into the 
Inheritance of a lawful Iſſue; and ſome- 
times a lawful Iſſue, into a ſuſpicion of 
Baſtardy. A jealous Huſband has been 
known to caſhier and abdicate his own Off- 
ſpring, for the Uncertainty of their Origi- 
nal: And a perfidious Huſband to ſtarve 
and undo them, in complement to his va- 
grant and expenſive Luſts. When the In- 


cloſures 


-Joszen's — 


cloſures of Marriage, which were appoin- 
ted to preſerve an holy Seed, are broke up, 


the Blood runs in a filthy Chanel, and a 
new Race ſtarts up into Being, ſeparate in 


Intereſt and Affection from the former, for 
want of the Ties of Conſanguinity. But 


this is not the utmoſt of domeſtick Incon- 


venience. 


It too often founds Hereditary Diſeaſes, 
and what is ſadder yet, Hereditary Tranſ- 


greſſions. A leud Father generally begets 
an unhealthful Son, and not ſeldom, an un- 


unchaſt one. There is a Deſcent of cor- 
rupt bodily Humours by the courſe of Na- 


ture; a Deſcent of corrupt Principles and 
Practices by Conſtitution, Education, and 
Example. The Children then, that are as 
their own Bowels, have a bleſſed Portion 
bequeath'd to them by the Licentious, 
namely, the ſhort Leavings of their Wan- 


tonneſs, with an Incapacity of enjoying 
them truly, and with many ways of ſpen- 


ding them unprofitably ! 


Publick Society too, as well as Private, 
ſuffers by this Vice. Induſtry, which 1s the 
ſupport of the one, is inconſiſtent with the 
other; and the diſorder of Families conſe- 


quent "thereupon, muſt more or leſs affect 


Kingdoms. If reſpe& he had to the Judg- 
ments of God, a Sin ſo reſembling Sodoms 
and Gomorrha's Guilts, is of weight enough, 
if much practis d, to fink a Nation , and 

render 


Hof. 2. 6. 


Joszen's Continency. 


render it like unto Gomorrba in the Effects 
of Vengeance. So that every time Men are 


entring upon the important buſineſs of Con- 


cupiſcence, one would imagine, Nature 
ſhould make a ſtand, and their Hearts ſhould 
fail them. 

Laſtly, what can be a more manifeſt 
Prejudice and Miſchief to the Perſons them- 
ſelves that commit it. 

Hence comes Averſion to Home, and cold 
Receptions ; a conſtant fear of Detection, 
and bitter ſhame upon the Diſcovery ; gri- 

ing Remorſe and ſtraiten'd Circumſtances; 


dimneſs of Underſtanding, and rottenneſs 


of Bones; a languiſhing Life, and a piece- 
meal Death : infamous Epithets, and a pe- 
riſhing Memory. There is trouble and 
diſquietude in the purſuit of forbidden 


Pleaſures; there is danger and apprehen- 


ſion in the Enjoyment; there is irkſomneſs 
and loathing afterwards. The ſhort minute 
of Fruition, 1s ſucceeded by a long Day of 
Repentance ; and what gratifies Senſe for 
an inſtant, offendeth Conſcience for ever. 
In ſhort, the way of the Adulterer is hedg d 
about with Thorns; and it leadeth down to 
the Chambers of Death, Of this David is a 
lively and emphatical Inſtance. How ma- 
ny unprincely Arts and Stratagems did the 


2 Sam. 11. Matter of Bathſbeba coſt him in its Contri- 


7 


vance and Conduct? how much ſorrow, 
in reſpect both of its Guilt and of its Pu- 
niſhments 2 : 
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niſhments? what an heavy chain of Misfor- 

tunes did it draw after it? Not to mention 

that it was the cauſe of the beloved Infant's 2 Sam, 12, 
Death, to whom it had given Life; a Daugh- “ 

ter is raviſh'd, a Son murder'd, and both Chap. 13. 
the Raviſhment and the Murder committed '** 1429+ 
by his own Children; his Wives are de- Chap. 16. 
fil'd, and that publickly by Abſalom ; he 22. 
himſelf is forc'd to fly before him, and that chap. rs. 
in ſuch an abje& manner, as drew Tears chap. 16. 
from ſome of his Subjects, and Affronts v. 3. 
from others. So great Evil was raisd to 

him out of his own Houſe, in recompence of 


the Evil done in it. What a check too did 
it give to his Prophetick Spirit, and his In- 


tercourſes with Heaven? What a dark ſhade 

did it caſt on his many Vertues? What an 

odious mark of Diſt inction hath it left upon , kiggs1 $& 
his Character? All his other Raſhneſſes, 3. 
whether in Speech or Action, all his Over- 


| ſights and Infirmities have a friendly Man- 


tle thrown over them in Scripture + Only 


this great Offence is ſet up for a Monument 


of Shame, and for a warning to After-times. 
Pardon it ſelf could not blot it out of his 
Memory, nor Repentance out of God's! 

Thus Adultery is a moſt comprehenſive 
Evil, a World of Iniquity. Too much 
would not be ſaid againſt it, did we ſum- 
mon in all the Amplifications of Rhetorick 
and Virulency of Satyr: And yet as if the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments could be urg'd for 1 
ons ART $474 b t 
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it every where prevails and triumphs. That 


Complaint may now be as juſt againſt us, 


as it was formerly againſt Iſrael : How is 
the faithful City become an Harlot ! It was 
full of Judgment; Righteouſneſs lodged in 
it, but now Adulterers ! How often/1s the 
Hand pull'd back in Scorn, that was given 
lovingly in Marriage, and the Bond can- 
cell'd that was ſeal'd with ſuch devout So- 
lemnity on the Bridal-day? How are Ver- 
tuous, Beautiful, Honourable Ladies, that 
left their Father's Houſe, and their Mo- 
ther's Boſom, to be treated as kindly. and 
reſpectfully in thoſe of others, and to know 
no Separation but what ſhould be made by 
the bitterneſs of Death; on the contrary 
ſnubb'd and brow-beaten, caſt off and aban- 
don'd, for the fake of baſe, Dunghil Proſti- 


tutes, whoſe Beauty lies only in their Paint, 
and Merit in their Filthineſs! How are 


Ceremony and Regard every day tranferr'd ! 


How do Figure and Equipage attend on 


Impudence ! To ſpeak more freely ſtill, and 


not to flatter the ſtate of the World, Who 


almoſt, eſpecially among thoſe of ſoft Cloa- 
thing, and that are in King's Palaces, is true 
to his Bed and Honour ? The th of Qua- 
lity is but half a Gentleman, without the 
modiſh Vice which renders him quite a 
Beaſt; and the Aged Noble does no credit 
to his Years, unleſs he can boaſt of his 
continuance in it! The very thought of be- 
ing 


Josten's Continency. 

ing confin'd ſets both a ranging ; and the 
lamentable Quarrel that lies to their 
Wives, 1s only this, that they are ſo. Nay, 
the Men of this Generation do not only 
practiſe Lewdneſs, but juſtify it upon Prin- 
ciples : They quote upon you the Liber- 
ties of their Forefathers, and the Allowan- 
ces of the Old Tefament. They will tell 
you, they have Solomon tor their Precedent, 
who, tho' the wiſeſt of Men, was yet ſo 
addicted unto Women, that the Houſe 
wherein he kept em exceeded the grand 
Seraglio, and that therefore themſelves ſure- 
ly may be held excus'd, if they give a lit- 
tle into the ſame Practice. 

But theſe Reaſonings are not more carnal 
than they are fallacious. Tis true, the 
having ſeveral Wives or Concubines ob- 
tain'd under the Moſaick ¶ Economy; but 
then as that Law doth not perhaps expreſly 
condemn, ſo neither doth it expreſly tolerate 
it. And if it were tolerated, we can look 
upon -it only as an occaſional, political, 
temporary Indulgence. The Patriarche, it 
is like, might be permitted for the peopling 
of an Infant- world, and the ems conniv'd 
at, for the hardneſs of their Hearts, to pre- 
vent a greater Evil by the ſufferance of a 
leſs. The Divine Wiſdom having to do 
with a rude, and not a reform'd Nation, 
ſeem'd to regard, in the Scheme of Laws 


given them, rather what they could bear, 
than 
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than what it approv'd of, And ſuch a 
Condeſcenſion to the Infirmities of that Peo- 
ple will be leſs a wonder, if we conſider 
the reſembling every Day's Practice of Go- 
vernours in reference to the Body Politick, 
and of Phyſicians as to the Natural, The 
Morals of the one, and the Diftempers of the 
other are reduc'd by Diſcipline or Preſcrip- 
tion reſpectively, to what they can be, when 
they cannot to what they ſhould be. How- 
ever as to this particular, *tis certain, from 
the beginning it was not ſo, and our laſt 
Lawgiver declares it ſhall be ſo no more 
for ever. The Matter ftood determin'd vir- 
tually by the very manner of the Creation; 
One Male was made, and one Female, to 
dwell together according to Knowledge, and 
therefore it is Sacrilege to receive a Stran- 
ger into our Embraces. But the Inference 
is ſtronger yet from the Declaration of our 
Saviour, that whoſoever ſball put away his 
Wife, one Caſe excepted, and ſhall marry 
another, committeth Adultery ;, for if a Man 
that marries a ſecond Wife, upon an un- 
lawful Divorce from his firſt; ſinnieth in fo 
doing, much more when there is no Di- 
vorce at all; neither could that Sin amount 


unto Adultery, but upon this Grotind, that 


double Marriages were unlawful. If others 
then alledge an old Cuſtom for Polygamy 


and Concubinage, we can an ancienter Law 


ogainit em. If others plead a Permiſſion, 
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and that from Moſes, we may too A Coun- 
ter- Precept, and that from Chri#, Beſides, 
the Permiſſion by Moſes was an Exempti- 
on from Penalty only, not from Guilt, as 
is probable from Lev. 18. 18. as is evident 
i from Malachi 2. and conſequently 1s not a 
Foundation that may be built upon under 
the Goſpel-State: No, the Apology from 
the Latitudes of Judaiſm muſt go for no- 
thing, or rather q - be conſtrued no better 
than defending a bad Picture by a bad O- 
riginal. 

Nor let the Wanton pleaſe himſelf with 
eaſier Thoughts of ſimple Fornication; for 
tho this is no Violation of conjugal Ho- 
nour, yet it is of Virgin Chaſtity. There 
is no maintaining it, to be ſure, without 
going off from Revelation; Chriſtianity will | 
not bear it. The Body, ſays St. Paul, s pat 
not for Fornication any more than for Adul- | 
tery; Holy Writ forbids both, and that in 
the ſame Place, and under the ſame Penal- 
ties. The Gates of Heaven have this In- 
ſcription on them, Here no unclean thing Se Grot.ia 
can enter: Whoremongers, that is, Fornica- — 
1 tors properly ſo called, and Adulterers, we Rev. 21. 
I are told, God w1ll judge; and Hell will re- 
5 ceive as its proper Portion. 
g Having conſidered the Greatneſs of the 
q Sin to which Joſeph was tempted, let us 
now proceed to examine the Height of his 

Vertue in reſiſting the Temptation. 
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That the Temptation was well-baited; 


appears at firſt view. For firſt, the Temp- 


* 


ter was his Miſtreſs, and that Superiority 


made the Requeſt look like a gracious Stoop, 
an obliging Condeſcenſion. She might ſeem 
to do him a Favour in aſking one of him, 


and a ſenſe of Gratitude, Ingenuity, and 


Honour, as ſome would conceit, invited 


him to grant it. — 

Again, Joſeph was a Muth, and that Sea- 
ſon rendred him the more capable of un- 
happy Impreſſions. Then Senſe is forward 
to take the Chair, and Reaſon almoſt too 
weak to maintain it. Then Heat of Blood, 
and Corruption of Nature, put in for Bo- 
ſom Counſellors, and perſuade a Preference 
of ſprightly Vice to dull Morality. Then 
Experience is a Conttadiction to our Years, 
and for want of it, we are apt to play our 
Appetites with an over-vehemence, and let 
fly at every Satisfaction that comes within 
our reach. "BH 

Again, the forward Petitioner, tis like, 
had her ſhare of native Charms and acqui- 
red Gayeties, a fair Outſide, and a diver- 
tive Tongue. *Tis not neceſſary to ſuppoſe 
her as to external Form one of the more ſtu- 
died and perfeQer Pieces of Divine Work- 
manſhip. Doubtleſs whatever God and Na- 
ture made her, ſhe appear'd to Advantage ; 
ſhe underſtood all the nice Rules of ena- 
mouring, all the winning Allurements of 

L Drels, 
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Dreſs, Gate, and Poſture: Doubtleſs the 
was not without her falfe Bluſhes, affected 
Softneſſes, and artful Languiſhings. She 
ſet her ſelf off like a painted Jezabel, and 
met him in the Attire of an Harlot. In a 
word, ſhe negotiated for Luſt, and omitted 


nothing that might ſerve to call his Eyes to 


her and ſtart Cuncupiſcence. 5 
Again, it ſeems, like a wiſe manager, 


ſhe ſtruck the critical Minute, and rightly 


tim d her wanton Solicitations. Solitude 
and Privacy are the Devil's ground of Ad- 
vantage, and the proper Seat of Infection: 


There, there is nothing to diſengage the 


Fancy from the Object, and divert the 
Application. — offers it ſelf, has 
an undiſturbed Notice, and full Attention: 
For this reaſon, when Foſeph went into the 
Houſe to do bir buſineſs, that is, Family- 
Concerns, and there was none of the Men 
of the Houſe there within, this induſtrious 
Agent of Satan ſet about her Buſineſs too, 


and went to work with her: abominable 


Entreaties. Seeing him alone, ſhe was for 


keeping him company, and would faifl 5 


have made a bad ule of the ſilent - Hours. 
Again his Refuſal was ſo far from dam- 
ping or diſcouraging her Addreſſes, that it 
did but animate and redouble them: Well 
knowing the Inconveniencidslof a faint ànd 
daſterly Spirit, ſhe therefore would not fall 


back upon Lie tirſt check or the ſecond; 
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but as if deaf to a repulſe, ſhe ſpaks to bim 
day by day, {till went on begging, ſollici- 
ting, praying. And truly after ſhe had 
had the Impudence to begin the Aſſault, it 
might ſeem her Prudence to purſue it; tor 
nothing is ſo likely to prevail as repeated 
Inſtances. Reſolution ſometimes has yiel- 
ded to Importunity: And tho' one Onfet 
does but alarm an Enemy into Selt-defence, 
yet a freſh Invaſion may bring him to 
Terms. 6755514 Toes D103 wit 
Once again, her ſmooth Perſuaſions were 
back'd with another Experiment, that of 
violence and roughneſs. To get poſſeſſion 
of his Heart, fbe caught him by bis Garment ; 
and tis highly probable, at the ſame time 
rung a peal of Menaces in his Ears, threat» 
ning that if he would not be woo'd into 
(what ſhe calld) Happineſs by courteous 
behaviour, he ſhould by a contriv'd Accu- 
{ation be reduc'd to the loweſt Ebb of Mi- 
ſery. Here, ſays the, you are but a De- 
«pendent, and your Subſiſtence is preca- 
& rious: You boaſt indeed of your Autho- 
« rity and Juriſdiction, that there is none 
greater in this Houſe than your ſelf; but 
* know tis in my power (as much as you 
4 overlook it) to render thee as little and 
% contemptible as I pleaſe. Although the 
Aulnſpection of Houſhold- matters belongs to 
vou, yet Arbitrarineſs and ill Humour 


4% « ck, 


«ſhould not: The Servants are at your 
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deck, but you ought to be wholly at the 
Devotion of your Miſtreſs. This is ex- 


« peed from you; and if you will not 
« anſwer my Expectations, my Lord ſhall 
take from hn the Stewardſhip ; and what 
„ will you Fin when you muſt be no lon- 
ger Steward > Dig you cannot, and to 


beg you'll be aſham'd. 


With thefe Forces the Maſculine Croke 


ture laid cloſe Siege to' the Man of God ; 


with theſe Advantages ſhe ſet upon youth- 
ful Innocence; but all in vain: His tiff re- 
ſolute Vertue was an over-match for her; 


and, like an impregnable Fort, held out brave- 


ly againſt all the Batteries of Inſinuation and 


Addreſs, of Favour and Terror. 
| Her Quality was ſo far from being a re- 


commendation of her Suit, that it did but 


ive it a' more offenſive Air, as being the 


ongeſt motive to Reli ien, the moſt 


heightning circumſtance of Impiety. 

His own Age was fo far from being a 
Snare to his Integrity, that it inclin'd him 
the more to hold it faſt, as being a luſtre 
to the Beauty of Holineſs, 

Her Perſon, how beauteous or amiable 
ſoever, either perfectly diſguſted him, as 
betraying the Vanity of the Mind ; or if it 
did take with him, it was only as it dif- 
play'd the Skill of the Contriver. + 

All her elaborate Deckings and nicthodi> 


cal Embelliſhments were quite thrown a- 
GC 2 way 
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way upon him. She valued her ſelf upon 
the glaring Splendor ; but he deſpisd her 
for it, at leaſt, notwithſtanding it. 

The Opportunities of Secreſy and Retire- 
ment, as great furtherances as they com- 
monly are to Intriegue and Miſchief, had 
here no influence at all: As earneſtly as 
ſhe watch'd for them, he avoided them. 
For ſo ſays the Text, that he hearkned not 
unto her to lie by her, or to be with her. 
*T was his Reſolve not to know what Danger 
was but in Idea only, not to parly with Tem- 
ptation and encourage its Approaches. He 
therefore declin'd Interviews as much as 
poſſible; and when he could not, he ſtood 
on his guard, not truſting himſelf a mo- 
ment but in God's and his own keeping. 
When David walk'd alone upon the Terraſs 
of his Palace, he ſtumbled and fell. His 
Soul being out of the Protection of honeſt 


2 Sam. 11. Cares, Bathſbeba committed a Rape upon 


it. Luſt had leave to ſtep in, and dally 
with the Imagination; and when the un- 
clean Object had been dandled a while in 
Thought, nothing would ſerve him but he 
muſt embrace it in Fact too, and ſo make 
himſelf like one of the Fools in Iſrael. 
But Foſeph's Solitude was employ'd to 
better Purpoſes ; and tho che Wife of Poti- 
phar found him out, yet not at leiſure to 
attend to her vile Suggeſtions, 
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The Frequency of the Propoſal too figni- 


fied as little : It was no oftner made than 
rejected. The luſtful Satyr reinforc'd her 
Enticements by a ſupply of ſtill more ur- 
gent and preſſing Applications. But he 
could not be talk'd out of his Conſtancy, 
nor wearied into a Conſent, 


Laſtly, Frowns and Menaces work'd no 


more upon his Fear, than Smiles and Be- 
ſeechings had done upon his good Nature. 
When ſhe chang'd her Paſſion from Love to 
Averſion, ſhe ſhifted the Guilt too from her 
ſelf to the Object of that Averſion. Sęe, he 
hath brought in an Hebrew to mock us ! 
And this was no more than might have 
been look'd for from a furious Luſt diſap- 
pointed, perhaps no more than was threat- 
ned by her before the Diſappointment, And 
what might be expected to follow upon the 
Execution of ſuch a Threatning but Rage, 
Jealouſy, and Reſentment > What might 
have been expected from the Apprehenſion 
of a loving Maſter's Confidence abus'd, but 
an immediate diſmiſſion from Service, if 
not Impriſonment withal, which did enſue? 
And in cafe fuch a ſevere Exerciſe of Pow- 
er ſhould follow, where could ſo mean a 
Perſon, in fo ſtrange a place, think of go- 
ing for Redreſs or Patronage, for a favou- 
rable Interceſſion, or an equal Examination 
of his Cauſe ? 
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But as many Difficulties and Rubs as were 
ſure to attend a ſtubborn Incompliance, 
he pertinaciouſſy maintain'd his Poſt, and 
would not ſurrender upon Summons. _Þ. 

This was the Conduct and Management 
of ſerious Foſeph ; and (which ſerves to 
render 1t the more admirable and glorious 
he acted thus merely upon Principles of 
Conſcience. 1. 

The Hazards indeed of an adulterous 


Practice could be no Secret to him, no more 


than the Dangers of the refuſal, But ſti 

the former were not; and if put in the 
balance againſt the latter, could not be fo 
checking a reſtraint upon him, 'as Duty. 
*Twas Gratitude towards his Maſter, and 
Piety towards his God that would not ſuf- 


fer the leaſt Uncleanneſs, the working of 


it ſo much as in Thought or Imagination. 
* My Obligations to Poripbar, ſays he, are 
« yery conſiderable. Of a Stranger, he 


“made me a Friend; of a Slave, an Over- 
* ſeer of his Houſhold. All his Concerns 


are committed to my manage, all his Poſ- 


« ſeſſions intruſted in my Hands, ſave the 


« Wife of his Boſom, which could not be 


given out of it, How then can I, ha- 


«* ying receiv'd ſo much good from him, 
« do him the leaſt miſchief; whereas the. 
„ coveting, the meddling with that ſacred. 


* Reſerve, would be the greateſt poſſible. 


He did not ſurely advance me in his 
5 | Family, 


. 


* 
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« Family, that I might ſtep into his Bed; 
“ nor would ſuch a Preſumption be the 
« way to clear Accounts with my Bene- 
N tt 
My Obligations to the Almighty are 
« much greater. *Twas his over-ruling 
& Providence that procur'd for me ſuch 


* exuberant Kindneſs in a Foreign Land, 


« chang'd the, Condition of Servitude in- 
« to that of Dignity and Honour. How 
ce then can I do this great Wickedneſs, and 
« fin againſt God! He does not cry, my 
Fate hangs upon the Pleaſure of Potiphar ; 
and therefore I'm undone, if 1 am caught 
in your Embraces: But ſtands off in Reve- 
rence to the Divine Prohibition. Religion 
was at the bottom of the Denial; and 
all his expoſtulatory Dialogues came from 
an Heart that was throughly affected with 
It. "YN 108 2 | 
I have done with the Particulars pro- 
d to be inſiſted on. It only remains 
that I make ſome practical Deductions from 
them. | 7 
And firſt, if Whoredom and Adultery are 
ſuch damnable Sins, ſo reproachful in their 
Nature, and ſo pernicious in their Effects, 
let the Practiſers and Advocates of them 
tremble, _ ike 
Oh! Adulterers and Adultereſſes, ſit down, 

] beſeech you, and conſider Conſequences, 
how you are purchaſing Tears. of Bitter- 
C 4 neſs 
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neſs to your loving Conſorts, and all the 
melancholy Fruits of Beggary to your be- 
loved Heirs, and to your ſelves Loathſom- 
neſs, Shame, and Vengeance; What Occa- 


2 Sam. 12-40, you give to the Enemies of the Lord to 


blaſpheme, and to thoſe about you to tranſ- 


greſs. 


If you have not the patience to contem- 


plate the Beauties of a vertuous Affection, 
and the Joys that follow it; yet conſider 
the extreme coarſeneſs of your Vices, how 
unſuitable they are to your boaſted Refine- 
ments, how much fitter for Goats and 
Swine, to whom they liken you, how ob- 
ſtructive withal of the Publick Welfare. 

- Conſider too the mighty Terrors of Fu- 
turity, that your Proviſions for the Fleſh 
do but breed che Worm that never dies , 
do but kindle the Flames that never ſhall be 
quenched. The Son of Sirach ſays, Chil- 
dren begotten of unlawful Beds ſhall be Wit- 
neſſes of Wickeaneſs againit their Parents in 
their Trial; and methinks this ſhould ſtrike 
a cold Damp on their Concupiſcence, and 
lay it dead at their Feet. For who in his 


Senſes would be willing, 'the Fruit of his 


Body ſhould be reckon'd to him as the Sin 


. of his Soul, before that bright Theatre of 


Saints and Angels, the Aſſeſſors. with God 
in Judgment, and afterwards prove the De- 
ſtruction both of Soul and Body in Hell. E- 
ternat Fire is indeed a chilling Doctrine, 
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but it can have no Effect on the Careleſs 
and Unthinking; and I am afraid I have 
to do with ſuch. Alas! Conſideration is 
their Averſion and their Dread; that Can- 
dle of the Lord is carefully put out, that 
all may be Night about them, when they 
enter on their Works: of Darkneſs; they 
prepare themſelves for the brutiſh Scene by 
the intoxicating Fumes of ſprightly Wine, 
and when it is over they have recourſe to 
the ſame jolly Remedy to arm againſt the 
Uneaſineſs of Self. reflection. And ſee the 
wiſe Reſult of their ſtupifying Methods! 
Faith and Conſtancy paſs with them now 
for idle Tales, which the Deſigning ſug- 
geſt, and the Jealous ſpread. The ſay 
much of the Clary of being wicked, 


and undertake to anſwer all the Scruples 


and Coyneſs of our Conſciences. 

However, a Time will come, when the 
Light ſhall flaſh full in their guilty Faces 
tar can ſo little bear it; when they ſhall 
wiſh they had went untainted to their 
Graves, and bleſs thoſe few Families whoſe 
Blood has run for many Generations in the 
pure Chanel of unfullied Honour ; for 


| There, there is preſent flouriſhing, and peace 


at the laſt. Lonely Shades perhaps, me- 
ebe Mortality, to be ſure, brings ſo- 
erer Thoughts along with it, and ſuch 


devout Breathings as this, O that I had li- 


ved 


* 
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ved the Life of righteous UN O that 
my latter End were to be like bis J Rt 
2. The young Man's Carriage in the 
Text is a ſtanding Reproof to ſuch as com- 
plain of Impotence in themſelves, and im- 
practicable Heights in God's Command- 
ments. Human Frailty is the common 
Theme for Satyr and Declamation ; almoſt 
every body 1s full of this melancholy Sub- 
jet; ſome charge their Sloth upon it, o- 
thers their Licentiouſneſs. Poor innocent 
Nature is ſtrangely cry'd down, and bears 
the Blame of all our Miſcarriages; but 
God be thanked! there is ſomething ſtill 
to take her part ; Experience that will not 
be contradicted. The Days of Briſkneſs 
and Vigour, if any, ſeem to call for Liber- 
ty and Indulgence; and yet, we ſee, 70. 
ſeph in his warmeſt Seaſon, did not at all 
defire or expect them. Temptations to the 
Sin of Uncleanneſs preſs'd hard upon him, 
but were far from getting the better of 
him in the Encounter. What the Profli- 
gate repreſent as a Practice, which, becauſe 
of fleſhly Propenſities they cannot forego, 
the pious Soul remonſtrates againſt as a 
thing he could nor do, upon the Account 
of, its being ſo great a wickedneſs againſt 
God. Divine Grace bore him up, whilſt 
the Waves aroſe, and the Winds blew; and 
the ſame holy Spirit is ſtill ready for Sup- 

port 
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port and Succour upon all Occaſions. It 
1s the adding therefore of one Sin to ano- 
ther, to make ſinning the Reſult of a com- 
E Neceſſity. Corruption indeed 
ngs about our Nature, but the time we 
ſpend in whining out the ſorrowful Story, 
would be better taken up in applying to 
God for Strength againſt it. 0 
3. From Foſeph's Expoſtulation we learn 
of what Conſequence it is to Virtue, to 
live under a conſtant Senſe of the divine 
Preſence. David, in a time of . 
on, ſays, I have ſet God always before me; 
and ſo Jo eph 44 in the itte Moment 
of Temptation; and from the ſame Expe- 
dient, both received a very great Benefit, 
ſuitable to their reſpeRive States and Cir- 


cumſtances; the one was comforted, and 


the other embolden'd; the one was thereby 


aſſur'd the Calamities, how cutting ſoe- 


ver for the preſent, work'd for his future 


Good thro? the divine Influence and Ap- 


pointment, and the other thereby guarded 
againſt the fiery Darts of the wicked One: 
Now their Practice deſerves an Imitation, 
and their Succeſs encourages it. In truth, 
if we do but remember God's Preſence, we 
cannot forget our Duty. For walk before 
God and be perfect, is one Aphoriſm of Ho- 
ly Scripture, and ſtand in awe and ſin not, 
another, 


4. Nei- 
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4. Neither are human Preſervatives to 
be neglected, ſuch as Warineſs, Circum- 
ſpe&ion and Reſerve. "= 25 

Prudence as well as Piety 1s legible in 
Foſeph's Conduct; confidering the ill Ef- 
fects of a Familiarity with tempting Objects, 
tho? his Vertue might ſeem impregnable, he 
would not truſt it in ſo bad a Neighbour- 
hood. The Preſence of the Wife of Poti- 
phar was as dreadful to him as her Re- 


| "m were odious. And upon the ſame 


ccount there lies a juſt Exception againſt 
the Uſe of immodeſt Pictures, Books, Com- 
pany and Places. Theſe are dangerous 
Things, and they may prove fatal. We 
have much ado to keep our Feet upon dry 
Ground, and why then ſhould we venture 
our ſelves where it is ſo ſlippery? A conſi- 
derate Pilot never puts to Sea in ſuſpected 
Weather, when the Face of Heaven is trou- 
bled, and a Storm gathering. Nor will a- 
ny but a Fool chuſe his ſtanding on the 
Verge of a Precipice, where he muſt ſhake 
if he does not ſtumble. 
5. And laſtly, We obſerve in the Life 
of 7oſeph, the bleſſed Returns of a vertuous 
Education. His Piety , no doubt, grew 
partly upon the Advantage of good Nurture, 
and partly on the Stock of an excellent 
Diſpoſition. If he had been deſtitute of 
either, the fierce Attack probably would 
have tript up his Reſolution, But of the 
two 
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two Reſtraints, the former could have leaſt 
been ſpared. Was his Reaſon naturally 
ſtrong? That confirm'd it. Was his Will 
originally well inclin'd? That doubled the 
Biaſs on the fide of Vertue. | 
A careful Diſcipline is of the laſt Impor- 
tance. It founds Principles ; 1t begets Ha- 
bits; it furniſhes Arguments for Religion: 
and where ſuch a Foundation has been laid, 


the Superſtructure muſt needs be beautiful 


and glorious. It is a known Story, that 
when a great Pretender to the Talent of 
reading Men's Tempers in their Faces pro- 
nounc'd of Socrates, that he was intempe- 
rate and wild, the good Man ſav'd the Cre- 
dit of the Phyfiognomiſt, by aſſuring the 
Company he was ſuch by Nature; only 
Philoſophy had made a new one in him. 
And but for a like painful Application, 
Fleſh and Blood would be very untoward 
and perverſe. It is a rank Soil; and if ne- 
gleted, the Superfluities of Naughtineſs 
ſpring up in it. 

Not but that Inſtitution it ſelf has been 
born down by Nature in ſome, and by 
Temptations in others. Men, very promiſing 
in their tutour'd Minority, that gave Won- 
derful Proof of preſent Proficience, and 
ſtrong Expectations of an after-holy Life, 
when left to themſelves and their own In- 
clinations, have ſurprizingly ſtruck out into 
Inequality of Behaviour a: frtt, and Ex- 


- ceſles 
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ceſſes of Vice afterwards, Like ſome Plants 
which are obſerv'd to thrive by the Nutri- 
ment which the Body of the Seed affordeth 
them, but when they come to depend on 
theStrength of the Ground only, witherand 
die away. But this ought to be no damp 
to good Inſtructions, is no Argument a- 
gainſt their general Influence. Nay, tho 
there is no hope of an Herb, if it be dead, 
that it will ſprout again, yet there is of an 
abortive Education, that it will revive into 
a great Degree of Fruitfulneſs and Excel- 
lency. Affliction finds a Conſcience to 
work upon in the well-nurtur'd, and ſound 
practical Reaſoning, a Judgment. And ac- 
cordingly, when the Impreſſions of Difci- 
pline have not ſecur'd Innocence, they do 
Reæpentance. Foſeph and his Brethren were 
educated together into right Apprehenſions 
of Things, and the Effects thereof were 
good in both, tho" not equally in point of 
res or Time. He held on an even uni- 
form Courſe of Vertue, without halting ; 
They ſet out wrong, with Cruelty towards 
him, and Impoſitions on their aged Father; 
but were brought back again upon the kind 
converting Calls of a Rees Providence. 
He and they met at laſt at the ſame Point 
of Sincerity and Goodneſs. Hence care- 
ful Parents may receive Encouragement, 
and the Diſappointed Conſolation. In the 
Morning they muſt ſow the good Seed of 
5 whol- 
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wholſome Advice, and in the Evening 
ict h- hold not their Hand: For they know 


not whether ſhall proſper, either this or that, 


or whether they both ſhall be a-like good. 
What if the Harveſt cometh not in accor- 
ding to Expectation? It is but ſuſpended. 
What if an unlucky Blaſt has ſmited-the 
lovely Fruit juſt upon its Maturity? The 
ſame Soil may be grateful to a ſecond Cul- 
tivation, the ſame Perſon be recovered in- 


to the Intereſts of Vertue by renewed 


Applications. Let them not be weary in 
well-doing, for they ſpall reap if they faint 


not, 
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Joſeph's Good Uſe of the 


Divine Providences. 
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GEN. I. 20. 


oy 


As for you, ye thought evil againſt me, 


but God meant it unto Good to 


2 


bring to paſs, as it is this day, to 


ſave much people alive. 


Heſe Words, being a Judgment paſt 

upon Matter of Fa&, naturally di- 
re& us to the foregoing, to let us into the 
occaſion of them, where we have preſen- 
ted to our View, the much lamented Death 
of old Jacob, and the anxious Jealouſies of 
his Guilty Family conſequent thereupon. 
Having perform'd their laſt Offices, accor- 
ding to the Will of the Deceas'd, in the 
Land of Canaan, and paid down the Tri- 


bute they ow'd his Memory in Tears, the 


afflicted Children return back into Egypt, 
with the ſolemn Train of Eg yptian Mour- 

ners. 
But now that which was before a Place 
of Comfort and Refreſhment, becomes their 
Suſpicion 
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Suſpicion and their Dread. The beloved 
Iſrael, they reflected with Horror, ſhould 
be ſeen in 1t no more forever, and all their 
Pretenſions to Compaſſion and Favour were 
buried with him. The hated Foſeph, they 
remembred with Anguiſh, had receiv'd from 
them, what, we lay, is ſometime the youn- 
ger Brother's Portion, Extremity of Hard- 
ſhip, and a Day of bitter Reckoning was at 
Hand in their diſtruſtful Apprehenſions. 
Peradventure Foſeph will hate us, and cer-Gen-30.t53 
tainly will requite us all the Evil that we 
did unto him. "Twas a tender Affection to 
their Father and his, they ſuppoſed, that 
hitherto ſkreen'd them from the Demerit 
of their Actions, and the Effects of his Diſ- 
pleaſure; now they expected nothing elſe 
but to ſee the old Quarrel ript up, and 
long-conceal'd Reſentments break forth with 
the greateſt Violence. Now, there being 
no powerful winning Family-Advocate to 
appear for them, they concluded, the Lord 
of the Country would make good his hum- 
bling Dream in the ſevereſt Senſe, and re- den. 373 
quire ſuch Obeiſance from their lofty Sheaves 
as came not ſhort of Servitude it ſelt. 

However, being fully ſenfible of their 
paſt Offences, and not perfectly deſpairing 
of his future Clemency, they make the moſt 
acknowledging and ſubmiſſive Addreſſes to 
him, as Offenders ought to do, and ſucceed 
accordingly as Penitents ſhould, He, as if fa- 
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tisfied of their preſent Sincerity, returns em 
a moſt gracious and condeſcenſive Anſwer ; 
firſt aſſures em of his Protection, telling them 
whom they ſhould fear, not himſelf but 
the omnipotent Jehovah, to whom alone 
Vengeance belongeth; and then, leſt the 
grating Senſe of their Barbarity towards 
him ſhould puniſh em above Meaſure, he 
diverts their Minds to a more comforta- 
ble Theme, the exceeding Mercy of God 
towards them, in directing even that to their 


Benefit and Advantage. As for you, ye 


thought Evil again me x but God meant it 
unto Good, to bring to paſs as it is this Day, 
to ſave mich People alive. 


In diſcourſing on which Words, I ſhall 
1. Endeavour to evince a Providence in 


general, And, | 


' 2dh. Illuſtrate bythe particular Caſe the 


Text remarks upon, that eminent A& of 


it which conſiſts in bringing good out of evil, 


or over. ruling wicked Purpoſes to excellent 
Ends. | 


As for the Firſt, the Exiſtence of a Pro- 


-vidence in general, it is what the great Ma- 


ſter of the Heathen World thought fitter 
to be defended by a Scourge than an Argu- 


ment againſt ſuch as were ſo unreaſonable 


and brutiſh as to oppoſe it. And ſurely 


no one can deny but that objections deſerve 
as ſevere a Reply under the Sunſhine of 
Chriſtianity. Nay, Tm perſuaded, there 


would 
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would be none found to object, were it e- 


very one's Intereſt to believe it. Scepticiſin 
begins always at the Affections, and thence 


paſſeth to the Head. Thoſe wlio ſay with 


their Mouths, firſt ſaid in their Hearts, 
there is no Providence, that is, wiſh'd there 
might not be Any, becauſe they could not 
ſin quietly for't, and then ſet their Wits to 
vote on the fide of their Wiſhes. 

And in truth, when Men reſolve to be 
wicked they take the right way to be 2aſy. 
This in ſome Meaſure accommodates the 
Difference betwixt their clamorous Con- 
ſciences and their commanding Luſts, 
and makes for the more peaceable En- 
joyment of the Latter. The Diſbelief of 
a Providence, if attainable , muſt needs 


render them ſecure, and if it could be well- . 


grounded, ſafe. Could we be aſcertain'd 
God regarded not what we did, there could 
be no Reaſon why we ſhould ; preſent 
Negligence in the Sudee promiſing future 
Impunity to the Criminal. But to ſuppoſe 
the Almighty ſo negle&tul of human Af- 
fairs is a Charge in the wrong Place. For 
ſhall the God of Iſrael be no better than 
the Gods of the Gentiles, that bave Eyes and 
fee not, Ears and hear not? Can Elyab's 
Sarcaſm concerning Baal be applicable to 
the Maſter whom Elijab ſerved , that be is 
talking, purſuing, in @ Journey, or peraduen- 
ture in @ Sleep, lolling, like a lazy Mo- 
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narch in his Throne of Glory, when he 
ſhould attend to the Services of his Votaries? 
A {lumbering Deity is a Contradiction. He 
could as ſoon ceaſe to be as to be idle. Che- 
rubins, that approach neareſt to him in Per- 
fection, are repreſented in Scripture as mi- 
niſtring Spirits, always ready to receive and 
execute his high Commiſhons, And when 
ſecular Potentates are ſt1I'd God's Vicege- 
rents, yea Gods themſelves, *tis not upon 
the Account of inſignificant State or volup- 
tuous Repoſe, but in Reference to their ci- 
vil Ubiquity or Omnipreſence, by which, 
like. Gods, they ſuperviſe the Earth, and 
with the Heads and Hands of ſubordinate 
Officers do infinite things at once for the 
publick Welfare. What then can be our 


Notion of the moſt High, but that He is all 


Spirit, and Life, and Energy, that' He 
holds the Rudder of this floating Univerſe, 
and, as abſolute Pilot, ſteers its Courſe ac- 
:cording to his Pleaſure? 


*Tis true, the Reverſe-Sentiments of E- 


picurus agreed well enough with his Do- 


ctrine concerning the Origin of the World. 
For when he had once {ſwallowed the mon- 
ſtrous Abſurdity of this beautiful Fabrick's 


taking its Riſe. from ſome lucky Hit of 


blundering Chance, from an happy Jumble 
or Rendezvous of buſy but undeſigning A- 
toms, twas eaſy for him to excuſe God the 
ſuppoſedly heavy trouble of Jooking after it, 

5 when 
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when produc'd; it being preſumable, that 
if a blind Fortune could range things into 
ſuch a delicate Order, ſhe could want no 
Aſſiſtance to uphold them in it. But that 
an intelligent Being ſhould create the Work 
of Nature, but ſhut it out of His Hand as 
ſoon as He created it, and having once ſet 
the Wheels of Action a going, take his fi- 
nal Leave, and abandon it for ever to the 
giddy Sport of Chance and Contingency, is 
a thing incredible and extravagant beyond 
Imagination. 

. What would become of all the divine At- 
tributes and Perfections, were it as true as 
it is incredible? What firſt of infinite Wiſ- 
dom 2 For could it be conſiſtent therewith 
to throw aſide ſuch a noble Production, to 
call it into Exiſtence, and yet lay out no 
more thought upon it, than as if it exiſt- 
ed not at all; to render it capable of ma- 
ny excellent Ends, and = propound none 
by it, as if it had no ſuch Capacity. Eve- 
ry ordinary Agent works always for ſome 
Cauſe, and in Proſecution of ſome Deſign; 
and doubtleſs the ſupreme Artiſt does ſo 
too. 

What of infinite Goodneſs For can that 
be backward in imparting good, that 1s, it 
ſelf? It is the Wiſeman's Obſervation , 


that He would never have made any thing if 
* He had bated it; and it may be ours, that 


He could not love what He has made if He 
D 3 left 
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left it to ſhift for it ſelf, *Twas Benignity 
and Love that inſpird that ſweet Genius 
into Creatures, whereby the old Ones are 
diſpos'd to cheriſh the young; and does 
not the ſame Benignity conſtrain Him to 
caſt a gracious Eye on his own Offspring ? 
Can He, to whom we owe our moſt mel- 
ting Paſſions, the Father his tender Heart, 
and the Mother her. yearning Bowels, be 
ſo ill a Parent Himſelf as to forget us; and 
becauſe unſpeakably bleſſed in Himſelf, un- 
generouſly wrap Himſelf up in the Enjoy- 
ment of His own Bleſſedneſs? What of in- 
finite Majefty £ For is Omnipotence any 
thing without Exerciſe, Sovereignty with- 
out Dominion? Prafice alone ſets out hu- 
man Abilities to Advantage, and can a Diſ- 
uſe ſuit the Divine * His Power can da 
whatever His Pleaſure can wif, ' and is it 
likely it ſhould be His Pleaſure to do juſt 
nothing? | 

What laſtly of infinite Fuſtice 2. For does 
not that imply an overſight of Actions, and 
a Diſpoſer of Events? Does not that bear a 
neceſſary Relation to Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments? To behold Iniquity with Approbati- 
on, and bear the Sword in vain, is a Solo- 
ciſm which giddy Mortals may be guilty 
of, but God cannot. Are not my ways e- 
qual, ſaith the Lord; but how could this 


be faid of Him and by Him, if He regar- 


ded not the Inequality of ours. 
| Thus 
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Thus the Nature of God infers a Provi- 
dence, ſo likewiſe doth the Nature of Man, 
Tis well known, we carry a ſecret Monitor 
in our Boſom, which faithfully whiſpers to 
us what we ſbouid do, and as it were judi- 
cially examines what we have done. Up- 
on a Temptation to Vice, 1t give us a Cau- 
tion, upon the Commiſſion of it, a Rebuke ; 
upon an Opportunity of Vertue it gives us 
an Encourggement, upon the Exerciſe of it 
a Commendat in. | l 

Now how ſhall we account for theſe in- 
ward er concerning the Diffe- 
rence of Good and Evil? What is it that 
occaſions them? Not Education, becauſe 
they are univerſal and indelible, The moſt 
Unciviliz'd entertain, the moſt Profiigate 
can't wholly get rid of them; whereas if 
they were the mere Impreſſions of Diſci- 
pline or Nurture, a maturer Judgment, and 
a freer Converſe, might in time diſmiſs 
them. Not poſitive Law, becauſe they ex- 
tend to Matters never conſidered, to Actions 
ſecret, and ſo no way cognizable by any. 
They are therefore nothing elſe but the 
Language of Reaſon, and the Voice of 
Heaven, plainly intimating that He who is 
above All, ruleth over All. Conſcience, as 
a divine Deputy, excuſes or accuſes, ac- 
quits or condemns, And her particular 
Judgment may go for an Antedate of that 


which will be general. 
| D 4 Again, 
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Again if there ever hath been any ſuch 
thing as a verified Prophecy or a real Mira- 
cle, there is, there muſt be an uncontrola- 
ble Providence : It being manifeſtly beyond 
human Sagacity to define the preciſe Time, 
Place, Perſons, and other contingent Cir- 
cumſtances anſwering to the accompliſhment 
of the one; beyond human Activity, as 


much to put natural Cauſes out of courſe, 


for the working of the other, as to eſtabliſh 
that courſe at firſt, And neither of theſe 
extraordinary Occurrences can be doubted 


of, without diſcarding the Credit of all 
Hiſtory. 


But we need not truſt to the reality of 
ſupernatural Events. The harmonious OFico- 
nomy of the Univerſe is a ſufficient Proof 
in the Caſe. 

The Likes of the Field that have every 
Spring a Beauty exceeding Solomon in all his 
Glory, muſt have one Greater than he to help 
them to it. And the Fowls of the Air that ſing ſo 
chearfully, even when they know not where 
to pick up the next Meal, do thereby at 
once expreſs their Gratitude for the laſt, 
and their Dependence on an inviſible Prove- 
ditore for their Food in due Seaſon. But 
to take a larger View, how do the great 
Lamps of Heaven, notwithſtanding their ve- 


nerable Age, ſtill rejoice as Giants to run 


their daily Courſe, and dance about the 
Firmament; and the Elements, in ſpite of 
| 5 . 
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their contrary Qualities, all live ſweetly: 


together like Brethren in Unity? How do 
the Brute Creation, notwithſtanding their 


Stupidity, {till a& up to the original Laws 
of their reſpective Frames; and Mankind, 
in ſpite of their Paſſions, ſtill maintain a 
. Society with one another? And 


what are all theſe Regularities but ſtanding 
Monuments of a Divine Superintendency ? 
Did not the Lord Jehovab vouchſafe as a 
Nurſing Father to carry feeble Nature in 
his Boſom, ſhe, poor helpleſs Thing, would 
ſoon droop, hang the Head, and faint quite 
away under the rude ſtruggles of turbulent 
Matter. The upper Regions would be a- 
gain without Light and gloomy, and the 
Earth without Form and void. 

*Tis He that continues to all Individuals 
the Succours of Lite, and to all kinds the 
prolifick Word, Increaſe and multiply. *Tis 
He that ſays with effe& to the proud 
Waves that are ambitious of rambling, and 
to the prouder Politicians that are given 
to change; Hitherto ſhall ye go, and no 
farther. 

In ſhort, there is not a Being that has 
broke its rank, not a Wheel that has moy'd 
out of its tract ſince the Creation. And what 
but a God of Harmony could keep every 
thing true to the firſt Plan, amidſt ſuch 
Antipathies and Emulations as are diſcerni- 


ble 
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ble amongſt the Creatures? How can we 
think but that the great Machine 1s daily 
wound up by its Builder and Maker, God? 
Nay the World of Fancy too, as well as 
Nature, begs a ſupport from the Hands of 
Heaven. For what is unaſſiſted Art but 
bungling, what human Contrivance unſe- 
conded but a Scheme of Vanity? We buil 
but the Almighty upholds. Our boaſte 
Works, which we call Palaces, are made of 
Duſt; and let any one tell me if he can, 
that Suppoſition aſide, why they do not 
immediately moulder into it? 

If this Conſideration with the former 
ones can't ſatisfy the Followers of Epicurus, 
I hope the Invalidity of their own Obje- 
Hons will. They pretend *tis vaſtly be- 
neath the Great and Lofiy one that inhabi- 
ret h Eternity, to meddle with Temporal Con- 
cernments, and take cognizance of ever 
little Paſſage here below. His tranſcendent 
Dignity would ſuffer by ſuch à ſtoop, his 
ſupreme Happineſs would be allay'd by ſuch 
a Condeſcenſion : and therefore they give 
him his Quietus eſt, and draw the Curtains 
about him, that he may not be diſturbed. 
But what a groſs Impropriety is this, to 
draw diſparaging Inferences in regard of 
the Eſſence of God, which is ineffably per- 
fect, from the Defects and Imperfe4tions of 
Man? Tis by reafon of them, that we ne- 
ver operate but we toil too; *ris becauſe 

our 
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our Faculties are feeble and our Underſtan- 
dings ſhort, that a little Employment pre- 
ſently untunes the one, and various Qb- 
jects overpreſs the other. And will they, 
force that Wearineſs and Diſtraction upon 
the Deity which we lament in our ſelves ! 
Could not Intiniteneſs of Power and Inh- 
niteneſs of Knowledge exempt him from 
both, tho' the number of things to be at- 
tended to was infinite likewiſe? That im- 
plies an irreſiſtible Influence over, This a 
preſent view of, whatever is poſſible, And 
could not two ſuch Attributes in conjunction 
prove an over- match for the Affairs of a 
thouſand Worlds, ſo as to fence off Drud- 
gery and Fatigue in the management of 
them? All things are not foreſeen by us 
before they happen, nor well order'd, when 
they do; Their Natures are ſtubborn and 


make reſiſtance, when we go to alter and 


act upon them; and conſequently our Coun- 
ſels are oft attended with reproachful Mi- 


ſtake, our Deſigns with afflictive Diſappoint- 


ment. But ſo are not his, to whom no- 
thing is a Secret or a Difficulty. 

And as ſuch an univerſal Inſpection can 
be no bar to his Eaſe, ſo neither is it any 
blemiſh to his Glory, The larger the Sphere 
we move in is, tis held fo much the more 
creditable ; and nothing ſerves more to re- 
commend the Divine Majeſty to our Admi- 
ration and Reverence, than the full Aſſu- 

rance 


43 


Joszen's good Vſe 
rance that his Arm is without meaſure and 
his Eye every where. 

Beſides how can thoſe things be unwor- 
thy of his Care, that were not of his Work- 
manſhip £ As mean as they may be thought, 
they are what he made them ; and were 
they much meaner than they are, the doing 
good to them would be an A& of Gran- 
deur rather than a leſſening to it. Earthly 
State and Quality we are ſure looks the 
bigger for Condeſcenſions; and the Sun ſhi-; 
neth upon Dunghills, without being ſullied 
at all by them. 

Theſe pretty Reaſoners then may take 
back the Complement they make him of a 
liſtleſs Ina&ivity, God's Honour, I doubt 
not, will be ſafe enough without it. They 
own him an Excellent Being; and He is 
not a whit the Jeſs ſo, for being a Benefi- 
cent one too. ft 

It is farther alledged by them, that the 
outward State of the Moral World, at leaſt, 
is not beholden to the Conduct of a wiſe 
and impartial Deity. For if it were, there 
would ſurely be a conſtant and viſible Di- 
ſtinction made as to ſecular Occurrences in 
favour of Piety and Vertue : Whereas we 
ſee to our ſurprize, the Righteous are often 
expos'd to Nakedneſs and Diſgrace, to Dan- 
gers and Perſecutions. Firth 

This 1s the main Engine whereby they 
endeavour to batter down the great Do- 
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ctrine of Providence; but yet it ſtands as 
firm and immoveable as the Rock of Ages. 
Several Arguments might be brought to 
break the Force of the doubty Exception, 
and ruin the Conceit of a ſedentary Retreat 
in the Heavens; as particularly, that God's 
Sufferance of Diſorder is but neceſſary to 
exerciſe the natural Freedom of human 
Will, to gratify the Wicked for their little 
Services, to cut out Work for a future 
Judgment. | 

But to give the moſt ſatisfactory Account 
F can, and ſuch as may afford immediate 
relief to afflicted Vertue, I haſten to my 
ſecond general Head, vis. to illuſtrate, by 
the particular Caſe che Text remarks upon, 
that Divine Act of bringing Good out of 
Evil, or over-ruling unrighteous Purpoſes 
to bleſſed Ends. 

As 'tis the firſt Point of Wiſdom to ſtave 
off Evils, ſo it is the ſecond and more ex- 
cellent to render them beneficial, Accor- 
dingly the Inſtance of Joſeph humbled by 
his Brethren, and exalted by mere Stran- 
gers, does not more reflect upon the former, 
than 1t magnifies Providence. a 

When they obſerv'd how large and di- Gen. 37. 
ſtinguiſhing a ſhare he had in their Father's *® 
Affection, and what big Prophetical Ac- 
counts he gave of his future Grandeur, the 
ſtately Sirs were in an heavy Combuſtion, 
and Jaid much to heart the ſeeming In- 
| fringement 
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fringement of their 5 of Primogeniture, 
The comparative Diſadvantage by him 
threatned ſat very uneaſy on their haughty 
Minds, and it troubled them infinitely to 
reflect that he who was the leaſt among 
them ſhould think of becoming the grea- 
zef. This inward Diſpleaſure increas'd 
with the occaſion. It often had a vent, 
and they long'd for an opportunity of re- 
moving the grounds of it. This they rec- 


 kon'd upon, that Jacob's Love would be 


ſhifted, if the beloved Object was but dif. 
pos'd of, and that his Dream would paſs 
away like one, if they could but get rid of 
the vexatious Dreamer. The friendly Viſit 
he made them in the Field of Shechem, put 


them upon revengeful Projects; and as he 


was advancing towards them with an Heart 
full of Love , Simplicity and Innocence, 
ſome were for {triking home and mortally ; 
as if the barbarous Maſlacre formerly there 
committed by Simeon and Levi had ſancti- 
fied Murder, and made the Place a proper 
Stage for ſuch bloody Tragedies ! And tho 
the others as earneſtly rejected as they ſtar- 
ted the terrible Propoſal, yet all went a 
prodigious ſtep towards his Deſtruction. 
They left him at firſt to the hazard of 
Death; and when that Severity was retra- 
Red, to a probability of perpetual Servi- 


tude, which was but little better. 


Having. 
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Having proceeded thus far in wreaking 
their Malice, they hugg'd themſelves and 
their own Meaſures , thought they had 
ated a wiſe Part, and agreed to act an 
Hypocritical one before their Father. They 
return confident of Succeſs from the Field | 
of Slaughter; and by feign'd Probabilities V- 31. &. 
ſcruple not to kad the bereaved Facob into 
a Belief that a wild Beaft (very different 
from thoſe he was thus worried by) had 
devoured his fondling Joſepb. 
And what a melancholly Entertainment 
is all this to a lively Imagination? How 
like a negle& or overſight in a Deity that 
had forgot to be gracious unto his Servant! 
And truly were 1t not a Prologue to a Sub- 
ject more agreeable, it would be a Theme 
altogether unfit for the contemplative Man 
to be truſted with, ' as tempting him to 
think every thing run at random, and eve 
Man in ſcuffling for himſelf might do what- 
ever ſeem'd good in his own Eyes. 
hut the next thing we hear of this abu- Gen. 39. 1: 
fed Innocent, is, his Reception in the Houſe 
of Potiphar, and Advancement over it. And 
tho” Infelicities take not yet their final leave 
of him, yet their farther Attendance on him 
was only to make way for his farther Pro- 
motion. 
The Miſrepreſentation of his luſtful Mi- v. 20. 
freſi drew on him the Diſpleaſure of his 
indulgent Maſter, and that, a tedious Con- 
| Y finement 


48  Josten's good Uſe 

finement with the worſt of Criminals. In 

Gen. 40. that time of Reſtraint, a Fellow- ſufferer re- 

ceived Comfort from him by a Dream 

which he conſtrued expreſſive of an imme- 

diate Enlargement; and what more proba- 

ble than that, the Event verifying the In- 

terpretation, and ſo enabling him for a Re- 

quital, Zoſeph ſhould immediately partake 

of the Bleſſing which he foretold. Yet like 

a dead Man out of mind he languiſh'd on 

in the uncomfortable Durance. The Cup- 

bearer's Office, it ſeems, had an Opiate 

ſtrong enough to lay aſleep the good Im- 

preſſion ! But the happy Talent of expoun- 

ding ſignificant Dreams, when wanted, was 

acknowledg d. 

The Service he alone could do that way 

Gen. 41. brought him at length into the Knowledge 

the of Pharaoh, and the Service he did do, 

N by an immediate ſtep, to the Height of 
Power. l e 


Governour of a great Family, and from a 
Priſoner, the Ruler of a mighty Aingdom ! 

v. 48, Ge. Nor was this Inveſtiture of Dominion leſs 
beneficial in its Conſequences, than credi- 
table in it ſelf. Canaan and Egypt were 
ſenſibly the better for't. A fore Famine 
falling upon both, his excellent Huſbandry 

of former Plenty prov'd a Preſervative a- 
gainſt the diſmal Effects of it. The People 

of the Land ow'd their full Granary to his 

_” - EE Manage- 


Thus from a Bond-ſervant he commenc'd 
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Management, and the Church of God, then 


compriz d within the narrow Limits of his 


own Kindred, their Deliverance to his 
Bounty. 

And now could Fiction it ſelf invent 
any thing more ſurprizing in its Procedure, 
and yet more beautiful in its Seaſon £ Does 
not the intire Hiſtory ſet out a well-order'd 
Drama, in which all the croſs Accidents 
and amuſing Difficulties clear up at laſt, 
and receive a fair Iſſue? Is not the Cloſe 
thereof as ſatisfactory as the introductory 
Scenes were frightful? Can we look upon 


the whole otherwiſe than as the wiſe Con- 


trivance of an over-ruling Providence ? 

Tis certainly worth reviewing in every 
Particular. 

To be thrown into a deſolate Pit, ſold 
into a grievous Bondage, hurried into a 
ſtrange Suntey : and when there, aſpers d 
with a foul Imputation, and caſt into a 
loathſom Dungeon ; theſe are ſuch an un- 
grateful variety of Conditions, as Nature 
ſtarts back and recoils at the very thoughts 
of. Nay Grace it ſelf is almoſt ſtagger d, 
upon contemplating the ground and occa- 
ſion of them, namely, their being unde- 
ſerv'd by the Party that went through them. 
But the Event makes full amends, and re- 
conciles em to ſecond Thoughts, even to 
the Apprehenſions of Fleſh aud Blood. 


A State of Subjection at Home is ex- 
E chang d 
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chang d for a State of Government Abroad 7 


the Patronage of an indulgent Father, for 
the Character of a Father of his Country; 
and the party-colour'd Coat, which was a 
mark of paternal Endearment, for à Scar- 
let Robe, an Enſign of Royal Favour. His 
Riſe, it ſeems, depended on his Fall; and 
having obſerv'd the one, we wonder not at 
the other. So that tho* Foſeph could not 
but . caſt a wiſhful Look after his native 
Dwelling, and drop many a bitter Tear 
under ſuch unexpected Diſaſters; yet could 
he have open'd the dark Pages, the ſecret 
Foldings of the Divine Counſel, and ſeen to 
the end of that Book of Providences in which 
all his Concerns were written, he would 
doubtleſs have made the hard Leſſon his ex- 
preſs choice, he would have pronounc'd it 
good for him that he was thus afflicted, be- 
cauſe otherwife he had not been brought to 
fo great Honour, and comforted on every fide, 
Again, to be depriv'd of a Favourite- 
Child, begotten in old Age, and not yet 
paſt the ſweet Years of Innocency ! to be 
depriv'd of him too of a ſudden, without 
the Solemnity of a parting Kiſs, or the war- 


ning of a fatal Sickneſs ! This is a very try- | 


ing Calamity; and accordingly Jacob, up- 
on feeling 1t, broke out into the moſt vio- 


lent ſtrains of Grief and Sorrow, . The ſup- 


Jos d Death of his Son made Life a rea! 
Burden to himſelf ; and nothing would | 
Wd ſerve 
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ſerve him in the firſt Tranſports of his Paſ- 
fion, but he muſt go down mourning to the 
Grave after him. | 7 
But afterwards when he could ſay with 
the Man in the Parable, This my Son was 
dead in my Apprebenſion, but is alive again, 
was loſt and is found: He had infinite Rea- 
ſon to make merry, and be glad at ſuch 
unlook'd-for Tidings. Since the Circum- 
ſtances in which he was found, were far 
different from thoſe of the returning Prodi- 
gal, as different as Dignity is from Shame, 
Affluence from Nakedneſs, tis no wonder, 


ot 


that his Spirit reid, that his Soul did Sen. 45: 


magnify the Lord who had done fo great 


Things for him. Z = 

Farther, to be made to do Homage to 
one that was formerly trod upon and de- 
ſpis d, is a moſt juſt Judgment, an equita- 
ble Reprizal. And this befel the unnatural 
Brethren we are ſpeaking of. They looking 
upon Foſeph's magnificent Preſages as Ro- 
mantick Hopes, grounded on their Father's 
Fondneſs; as the wanton Iſſue of a teeming 


Fancy, the airy Suppoſitions of an aſpiring 


Temper, were reſolv'd to mortify, if it 
were poſſible, the Toung/ter's Vanity. The 
beſt Remedy they could deviſe for his grow- 
ing Ambition, was to remove him far e- 
nough off from thoſe diſcriminating Careſſes, 
and exerciſe all his ſuffering Capacities. 
This ſevere courſe they took with him, 
E 2 and 
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and then ſported themſelves with his Miſery 
and triumph'd in his Diſappointment. But 
how wofully were they out in their adored 
Politicks £ In ſelling him to the Eg yprians, 
they purchas'd their own Shame; and whilſt. 
they ſought his utmoſt Debaſement, they 
unwittingly lifted him up to what they 
made ſo much a Jeſt of, his predicted Supe- 
riority over them! 

A ſtrange turn of things throws them in- 
to the Hands of him whom they had trea- 
ted ſo deſpitefully with theirs. He receives 
them in a poſture of Majeſty, and with the 
Submiſſion of the Knee from them. He 
perſonates an angry Man during the Inter. 
view, and 1s as rough in Appearance as they 
had been in Reality, He pretends to take 
them for Spies of his Land, as they had 
took him for an Invader of their Privileges. 


He threatens what they had inflifed, and 


Gen. 42. 


with a kind of arbitrary Air heaps the hea- 
vieſt Commands upon them, as if he was 
their Sovereign rather than their Brother. 
And behold the goodly Effects of this 
Lordly Deportment and rigorous Uſage ſo 
unwillingly practis'd! Conſcience which is 
the beſt Expoſitor of afflictive Viſitations 
pointed out to them the meritorious Cauſe ; 
and the ſmart of their Puniſhment led 'em 
to a Conviction of their Guilt. We are 
verily guilty, ſay they, of the Blood of our 
Brother — and therefore is this diſtreſs come 
| upon 
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on 15s, Tho' a long Interval had paſsd 
between their Cruelties, and the feign'd Se- 
verity of the Man the Governour of the Land, 
om being diſtreſs'd by the one, they can 
lament the other, and remember Mercy in 
the midſt of a Judgment that reveng d their 
want of it. 8 
Laſtly to promote the publick Welfare 
by a private Inconvenience, is a very rea- 
ſonable Diſpenſation. And therefore ſince 
the Afflictions of Joſeph tended to the Pre- 
ſervation of Multitudes, the Proſpe& of 
them in that Light ſtrips em of all their 
Horror. 3 
The Sufferer himſelf, we ſee, when he 
found they render'd him in the Upſhot a 
general Benefactor, could ſpeak very kind 
things of them; and ſmil'd upon the Evil 
that was thought or intended again#t him, 
when it appear'd that Heaven defign'd 'em 
for Good, ſo great a Good, as the ſaving of 
tis Father's Houſe. | 
There are innumerable Inſtances of the like 
nature in Holy Scripture and Eccleſiaſtical 
Story. But Neither perhaps can help us to 
a better than our own Hiſtory, our own 
Experience. 
Cbriſtian Hearts, like afflicted Elis, have 
in Times paſt been oft trembling for the Ark 
of God, They ſaw Men wounding it thro' 
the ſides of its Votaries, and expected eve- 
ry Moment to fee it deliver'd up unto Da- 
E 5 Son, 
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gon, by the worft of Philiflines, its preten- 
ded Guardians ; when on a ſudden the For- 
tune of the Day wheel'd about to the A- 
mazement of the wondring World, and the 
deep Projectors were turn'd backward, to 
make Mirth for Dro//s. All their long-da- 
ted, well-concerted Schemes of Miſchiet and 


Deſtruction, at the very point of Accom- 


pliſnment came ſhort; and that very Thing 
which they conceited would give them a 
firmer footing ſtill in Wealth and Power, 
was unto them an occaſion of falling. 

, There cannot then beany ſenſe or weight 
inthe common peeviſh arguing againſt a Di- 
vine Adminiſtration. It proceeds from an 
abſolute Unacquaintance with Scripture , 
imperfect Views of Things, or a worſe 
Principle. 
And thus I have, I hope,  perform'd the 
two things I promis'd from the Text, the 


Proof of a Providence, and the Confirma- 


tion of one particular kind of it, which con- 
ſiſts in over-ruling harſh and ſevere Acci- 
dents to wiſe and gracious Purpoſes. 
And now for the Uſe that may be made 
of this Diſcourſe, 
Firſt, fince ſo much may be ſaid in be- 
half of God's Government of the World, let 
us all ſtand by and maintain it with Con- 
ſtancy and Reſolution. 

This is a Point we muſt expect to hear 
oppos d and flurted at in a lewd and profli- 

gate 
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gate Age. As long as: Immorality prevails, 
Error will ſo too; and therefore tis, I ſup- 


oſe, that St. Paul reckons Hereſies among dal. 3. 0. 


the Works of the Fleſo. Debauch'd Livers 
in their own Defence are apt enough to 

ive out, that there is too much of doe and 

uſtle made about Confcience and Religion ; 
and ſo it is no wonder, if they ſtrive with 
all their Engines of Wit and Drollery to 
break up the Ground and Foundation of 
them. But let no #picurean Cavil, no Scep- 
tical Surmiſe, no giddy Scoff have the Ear 
of Chriſtians, much leſs get the better of 
our Belief. If ſome are ſuch Fools as to 
wreſt the Scepter out of ſuch good Hands, 
for the ſetting up a rigid Fatality or à ca- 
pricious Fortune, there is no reaſon others 
ſhould run mad for company. We know 
whom we have believ'd;: and the occaſional 
awakening Notices of the Divine Preſence 
are a Pledge and Earneſt that he will be 

reſent with his People always, even to the 


end of the World. 3 ben 

Secondly, If tis the Property of God to 
bring Good out of Evil, here is then abun- 
dint Matter of Satisfaction and Acquieſcence 
in the ⁊worſt of I imes. 

To ſee Uproars aud Revolutions abroad 
in the World, Religion bleeding, Laws in- 
ſulted, and Government diſtreſs'd, is a very 
mortifying Spectacle; and in ſupportable 


too without the Aids of Religion. Upon 
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ſuch a ſhocking View, our firſt Thoughts 
are all over Horror and Diſtra&ion, and 
our firſt Wiſh is to be inſtantly diſmiſs'd 
out of Being. But when we look up to 
Heaven, and contemplate the Power, Wiſ- 
dom, and Goodneſs of the Majeſty that 
dwelleth there, that He is at the Helm and 
governs; that tho' the Storms are mighty, 
and the Waves rage horribq, yet he is migh- 
tier, and can lay em aſleep at pleaſure, and 
in his own good time 2b, conduct the 
whole Tumult and Hurry of Affairs to his 
own Glory and our Welfare ; our Paſſions 
are ſweetly huſh'd, our troubled Minds ſet 
at reft, and there follows a Calm within, 
ſoft and pleaſing beyond Expreſſion. 

This compoſing Conſideration doubtleſs 
was the loyal Sufferers beſt Cordial in the 
gloomy Midnight of Confuſion, when the 
Sun was turn'd into blood, and the Stars in- 
to darkneſs. This made them a kind of 
Goſhen to themſelves, while Egypt was co- 
vered with Clouds, and rais'd up glimme- 
rings of Light in Obſcurity. 

When they ſaw the hungry Viper of U- 
ſurpation faſten d to the beit of National 
Conititutions, they were chearful, as ho- 
ping to live to ſee it ſhaken offi When pre- 
vailing Treaſon inſulted on Majeſty, Liber- 
ty and Juſtice, they were comforted, as 
remembring the Afflictions of Feſeph, the 
Patience of the Saints, and the End of the 

Lord, 
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Lord, that he 1s very pitiful, and of great 
Mercy. 

And the ſame Reflection cannot be re- 
new'd too often with the Occaſion. Upon 
a Delay of Deliverance, the Wiſe and Good 
will not throw up their Expectations, nor 
anticipate it by any indirect Courſes. When 
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Foſeph had the Keys of the Priſon in his Gen. 39. 
keeping, tis like he might have made uſe 21, &&. 


of them to let himſelf out of Bondage; but 


then he had went before Preferment was 


ready for him. This had been to take the 
Matter out of God's Hand, in which it 
would ſucceed beſt, and run before him 
with a fruitleſs Forwardneſs. He therefore 
would not be haſty, or preſs on Providence. 
And what came of his ſubmiſſive Carriage? 
He was deliver'd with Advantage, and 
found the Paſlage eaſy from Captivity to 


Glory. The Mercies of God are leiſurely, + 


but yet certain; they are ſuſpended to try 
our Reſignation, our Truſt, our Conſtan- 
cy, and then granted, to reward them. 

3. Are ſeeming Difficulties no Obſtructi- 
ons at all in the way of Providence? How 
ought we then to rely upon it for every 
thing, even the moſt diſtant and unfeaſible, 
Where God has given any Word or Pro- 
miſe ? The exalted State Foſeph was admo- 
niſh'd of in a nightly Viſitation, had no 
appearing Foundation in the preſent Courſe 
of things; and accordingly his Dreams were 

reckon'd 
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reckon'd no other than idle Images of was» 
king thoughts. Jacob chid him for reciting 
them, and the Patriarchs inſulted him with 
a Bebold this Dreamer cometh! Their ſupes 
riour Sheaves, whoſe Humiliation was-pre- 
figur d, were in their Opinion too ſtiff to 
bend to his. The Sun, Moon and Stars, 


whom he was one Day to exceed in Glory, 
had no other Notices of their Diminution ; 


and therefore the pretended Revelations 
went with them for deluſory and ſuſpicious, 
But this Man of God, knowing them to be 
real, depended on them, tho? wonderful, 
and therefore publiſh'd them, His Confci- 
ence bore him Witneſs, he coveted not Do- 
minion over his Brethren, much leſs over 
the Loins that begat, and the Womb that 
bore him. But ſeeing plain Characters of 
Divinity in the Suggeſtion concerning it, 
he could not but conclude Dominion would 
obtrude it ſelf upon him in God's good 
time, and in a way at preſent impercepti- 
ble. Amidſt all the hard things that bore 
upon his Faith, there was nothing appear'd 
ſo incredible to him, as that God ſhould 
deceive or be deceiv'd. And according to 
his Faith, things were ſtrangely ranged, 
ſurprizingly managed for the making good 
the Prediction. Such Cauſes accidentally 
met, ſuch favourable Occaſions were at 
lengthy offered , ſuch Advantages happily 
drawn out of them, as rather wing'd than 
wy led 
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led him up to Greatneſs, and ſet him al- 
moſt on a level with the Throne. And 
when they came in Time and Courſe of 
Providence to need the Corn of Hypt, o. 
ver which he now preſided, then bis Bre- 


5 9 


thren could bow themſelves before him, with Gen. 42. 6, 


their Faces to the Earth. 
And what does this infer, but an Obli- 
gation of abſolute Dependence upon Hea- 
ven's good Promiſes. Truſt in Man may, 
nay muſt, govern it ſelf by Probabilities; 
but when it has the Almighty for its Ob- 
je, it ſhould wave all Conſideration of vi- 
fible Likelihoods. The honeſt Servants of 
God being well aſſur'd that ſuch is indeed 
the Promiſe, ſuch the Will of their Great 
Maſter, ſtagger not thro' Unbelief at the 
one, or Diſobedience at the other; make 
no Difference betwixt probable and impro- 
bable, difficult and eaſy. e 
Is a Child decreed unto od Age? Natu- 
ral Incapacity is no bar to ſuch a Proſpect. 
God promiſed, and Abraham believ'd. Is e- 
very one to be born again, in a ſpiritual 
Senſe, that will enter the heavenly Kingdom £2 
The true Iſraelite aſketh not the Queſtion, 
How can this be? Is it declar d that all that 
are in their Graves ſhall ariſe out of them 
unto Judgment? The Objections of carnal 
Reaſon weigh nothing with a Chriſtian. In 
ſuch Caſes, perfect Truth, and perfect Knows 
ledge, back d with Power infinite likewiſe, 
| are 
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are an Anchor of the Soul both ſure and 
ſtedfaſt. The Means and Methods may 
lie out of fight, but Hope receiveth no 
Damp thence; for that is op: Con- 
viction of things not ſeen. The Event may 
be wrapt up in the darkeſt Fogs of human 
Uncertainty, but Faith bids Defiance to the 
Diſcouragement; for where there is no En- 
counter there can be no Triumph. 

4. Since Sufferings, thro' the divine Bleſ- 
ſing, may prove Advantages in the Iſſue, 
it behoves us upon that Account to be mild 
and eaſy towards the Inſtruments and Abet- 
tors of our Troubles. For why ſhould I 
make that a Quarrel which wag deſign'd 
for an Obligation? *Tis true, the immedi- 
ate Inflicter has hardly ſo kind a Meaning; 
but what then? Is it not enough that Pro- 
vidence hath? Second Cauſes, being under 
the Subordination of the Firſt, cannot move 
but by its Permiſſion. And why ſhould not 


this cool our Reſentment of their Effects? 


Could any thing be more rigorous and 
unmerciful than their former Treatment of 
helpleſs Innocence? And yet when Foſeph 
had once made himſelf known unto his Bre- 
thren, (which he had done much ſooner 
but for the Reſtraints of Providence, that 
oblig d him to conſult its wife Ends firſt, 
and his brotherly Affections afterwards) his 
Procedure towards them was nothing but a 
continued Act of Grace and Favour, And 

| which 
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which is ſtranger yet, he makes the unin- 
tended Conſequences of their Cruelty and 
Unmercifulneſs the ground of this extraor- 
dinary Kindneſs. | 

At the time of Diſcovery, they are forbid 


to grieve or be angry with themſelves, that Gen. 45. & 


they ſold him into Eg yyt, becauſe God did 
ſend him thither to preſerve a Poſterity in 
the Earth. And after the Burial of Jacob, 
they are admoniſh'd not to fear his Anger, 
or diſtruſt his Friendfhip, for the ſame Rea- 
ſon, viz. Becauſe tho* they thought Evil a- 
ainſt him, yet God meant it unto Good, to 
ave much People alive. | 

There were two Accounts to be given 
of the Fact, in reſpe& of Them one, in re- 
ſpect of Heaven another; and therefore he 
takes things by the kindeſt Handle, views 
them in a good Light which he might have 
beheld in a very bad one. 

Guilt render d them very ſuſpicious, ſo 
as to 1magine that all the brotherly Regard 
and Tenderneſs hitherto ſhewn was purely 
owing to a filial Awe and Reverence, and 
that therefore now an old Grudge, like a 
Fire for ſome time ſmother'd, would vent 
it ſelf in revengeful Actions. But like a 
Brother born for Adverſity , the Reconcilia- 
tion he pretended, he made good to the ut- 
moſt, and was ſo far from harbouring any 
vindictive Intentions, that in the forego- 


ing Verſe he gives the ſtrongeſt Reaſon = 
the 
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the World why he ſhould not. And Foſeph 
faid unto them, Fear not, for am 1 in the 
place of God? © He has made me Lord in- 
4 deed to your Diſguſt; but has he made 
« me a Judge over you too, for your De- 
„ © ſtruction? If I do the Work of him that 
« ſent me, I ſhall nurſe up and cheriſh 
« you, © Vengeance is no part of my Com- 
& miſſion. 1 . 
And can there be a more affecting Pat- 
tern of Deportment under Injuries? Should 
we not like Him alter their Nature as much 
as we can, and put a quite different Con- 
ſtruction on them from what they properly 
bear? Ought not the Proſpect of great Be- 
nefit from them, ſpiritual at leaft, to out- 
weigh in our Account, the Impreſſion of a 
little Smart for the preſent? ' _ 
Did he receive thoſe churliſh Nabals lo. 
vingly into his Embraces, ſhedding Tears of 
Tenderneſs over them, that can hardly be 
read of without a Tear, and pity em as 4 
Father doth his Children, when he might 
have ſhov'd'em from him, ſcornfully, with 
a Stand ye there at an aweful Diſtance , 
or Sit here under my Footſtool? And can we 
have the Heart to vaunt it over our Bre- 
thren, tho' our Adverſaries withal, upon 
an Inverſion of the Wheel of Providence, 
that pulleth down one and ſetteth up ano- 
ther? Is not a divine Command ſufficient 
to tie up our Hands from rendering Evil 


for 
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for Evil, his Command ſufficient to tie up 
our Wills from deſiring to retaliate, who 
by a- bleſſed kind of Improvement is rea- 
dy to extract Good out of that Evil; Happi- 
neſs out of Miſery? __ 

In a Word, let the Sent of Jacob be ne- 
ver ſo froward and malicious, Joſepb's 
Conduct is a practicable Leſſon; and if we 
will be wiſe for our ſelves, we ſhall quiet- 
ly put up the Folly and Indignities of o- 
thers. | | 
Laſtly, I would add a Word of Advice 
for elder Brothers, ſuggeſted by this Hiſto- 
ry, that they would not, becauſe a little 
taller forſooth in Fortune, overlook the youn- 
ger Branches with too much Scorn and In- 
dignity. Did the latter take the Courage 
to addreſs them with an — Have te not 
all one Father 2 there would be weight in 
the Expoſtulation. But that Argument is 
too ſpeculative for Men born to the Privi- 
lege of not thinking, and mnduſtriouſly bred 
up to a forgetfulneſs of Relation. I would 
rather therefore try Another from the To- 
picks of Intereſt and common Prudence. 

They cannot but be acquainted with Re- 
volutions in Families, as well as States. 
There have been ſuch in others, and there 
may be in theirs, And I hope they have 
Senſe enough to make this Inference for 
themſelves, that they muſt not leave any 
Impreſſions of Unkindneſs on thoſe, from 
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whom they would be loath to experience it 
in caſe of a Viciſſitude. 


Had Jacob's Children credited Foſeph's 


Dream , they would, no doubt, have en- 
tertain'd him with Reſpect inſtead of Irony, 
upon his revealing it, and prepar'd him for 
future Pities by preſent Obligations. They 
little thought Providence would ever lay 
them at the Mercy of his Vertue, and fo 
they made the moſt of their Elderſhip and 
Power to his Sorrow. And let me tell you, 
ye proud Heirs, you have but little Reaſon 
to vaunt with David, I ſhall never be mo- 
ved, the Lord of his Goodneſs has made my 
Hill ſo ae Ye are not firm to any thing 
your ſelves, and how then can ye expect 
any thing ſhould be ſo to you? For all 
your ſeemingly eſtabliſh'd Grandeur, you 
may tumble into Littleneſs; and this Event 
would be the greateſt Inſtance of Divine 
Goodneſs as well to you as others, if ye can 
make no better uſe of 'your Proſperity. It 
concerns you to walk humbly with God and 
Man on Ground that is ſo ſlippery. Other- 
wiſe, ſhould ye fall, ye will ſcarce find a 
Joſeph in a Brother to help you up again. 
Even that generous Heaven's Favourite 
could deal out ſome Severities at firſt to 
his Oppreſſors, and make them ſtoop before 
he raiſed them, But there is no Reckon- 


ing upon a like moderate Procedure in a like 
Caſe. 
The 
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The common Meaſure of Mankind fal- 
leth much heavier. However good Uſage, 
certainly, is as cheap as Inſolence, and a 
great deal ſafer; and the way to be the bet 
ter for Relation, 18 to be — * 
others im anſwering the kind EY 


of it. 
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. 455 By Faith Moſes, when * was come to 
Tears, refus 4 to be call'd the Son of 


Lie s Daugh Manger: An heh; be. way 


| 2 577 
| \ MH * _— Scope and Intendment of 
this Chapter is to ſet forth the Na- 
; * W ture and the Power of Faith; and this it 
1 
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does with ſuch a Sublimity of Style, ſuch 
a ch . of Expreſſion, that it is hard 
N to determine which ſoar higheſt, and af- 
7* ig fect moſt, the Words or the Things repre- 

| o ented by them. 
7 72 * With "he Foriner it begins, deſcribing it 
| o be the Subſtance or well-grounded Expe- 
\ Ration of things hoped for, the Evidence or 
5 Conviction of things not ſeen; ſuch as the 


framing of this World by the Word of God, 
Foe and the Exiſtence of a better. 


| 4 With the Latter it goes on, exemplify- 
"7 ing it, by a noble Catalogue of Patriarchs 


and other Old Teſtament Worthies, that in 
the Strength of this Grace atchiev'd the 
moſt heroick Actions, and underwent the 
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moſt exalted Sufferings, overcame the 
World, ſubdued Kingdoms and wrought | 
Righteouſneſs, maugre the greateſt Oppoſi- 1 of 
tion and moſt diſcouraging Difficulties. 

Here Enterprizes and Triumpbs of Faith Earth 
make up the Characters of Enoch, of Noah, e 
of Abraham, of Iſaac, of Jacob, and of Jo. , 
ſeph. And here too, the great Teacher of * 


3 
= 7 


M 


* 


rea) 
0 Iſrael bears as illuſtrious a Figure as any of * 9 
3 his Predecæſſors. | Oi 
His Story indeed conſiſts of Humiliationt, I m7 
but Thoſe, becauſe voluntary, are glorious. . / 
By Faith Moſes, when he was come to Tears, 
F refus'd to be calld the Son of Pharaoh's 
Daughter, chuſing rather to ſuffer Afiifion 
| with the People of God, than to enjoy the 
Pleaſures f Sin for a Seaſon \, eſteeming the 
Reproach of Chriſt greater Riches than the 
Treaſures in Egypt; for he bad Reſpett to fre 


the Recompence of Reward. TOME. 
In my following Diſcourſe I ſhall conſi- ts 
der three Things: | | 


5 
1/7, The Inconſiſtency of that Character 

of the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter, with his 2 

Duty. 2dly, The recommending Circum- | 

ſtances that attended the Refuſal of it. And ßen 

laſtly, The Principle upon which he refu- y"c-9va Fi 


ſed it, Faitb. From all which Particulars 22 4 
hd 


there will be ſomething worth the remarking 
N 25 
Nea 


for the Direction of our Practice. fo 
And 1/t, Tho' a Man may commence -- 


Great and yet continue Innocent, Moſes / 
F 2 could 
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could not have retainꝰd his Grandeur without 
„ parting with his Integrity. For by doing 
- - this, he would have ſhut out others of bet- 
ter Pretenſions, and near Claims from ſove- | 
- ++ reign Dignity, and ſo done the greateſt of | 
«=. Wrongs to his Neighbour. By doing this | 
9 1 he would have excommunicated himſelf 
from the viſible Church, and ſo forfeited 
ais Intereſt in the Covenant which his An- 
cedſtors made with God. Upon this Account 

he muſt have walk'd in a Vizard, and lived 
in a Diſguiſe, To conceal his Extraction, 

2 Courſe of Artifice and Diſſimulation muſt 

have been taken up. To fence off Jealou- 

ſy, many Extempore-Shifts and Evaſions u- 

ſed. And how could he be a true Iſraelite 

in whom there was no Guile, and yet pre- 

tend to be none at all? Upon this Account 

be muſt have took part ah the Egyptians 
den : in the ill Treatment of his Brethren, or 
k © cConnived at it. To ſecure himſelf in their 
T W LY - Eſteem and Favour, their Inclinations and 
| Averſions muſt have been ſtudied, and their 
>JY * 5 Meaſures taken. Now perſecution of the 
Hebrems was their Practice, and the Inte- 
| TY dy * reſt of Popularity and Reaſon of State 
\ would have made it his. At leaſt, when 


[ 
it 


© "pO they were for laying heavy Burthens upon 

Fo. -*- * their Shoulders, ſuch as themſelves would 

dot touch with one of their Fingers, he 

5 mult not have interpos'd with a ſottning 
1 


Sentence, nor offer d to take them off again. 
And 
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And what had been more barbarous and 


unnatural, than thus to overlook his own 
Fleſh? What more brutiſh and inhuman 
than not. to redreſs the Grievances of the 
Miſerable? 

In ſhort, the paſſing for the Son of 2 
raob's Daughter had been a complicated E- 


vil, nothing but Impoſition and Cheat, 
Miſchief and Inconvenience. Moſes there. 


fore, reſolving that his Heart ſhould not 
reproach him ſo long as he lived, nor his 


God abandon him at the Hour of Death, 
chearfully refus d the dignifying Character. 


And that we may enter a little into the 
Merits of that Refuſal, let us examine 
2dly, the Circumſtances of it. 85188 
Firſt there was the moſt encouraging 
Proſpect of a Succeſſion to the Crown of 
Egypt, at leaſt, of the greateſt Preferments 
in it. Had his Intereſt been declining at 
Court, and the Spring-tide of Royal Fa- 
vour followed with as low an Ebb; had 
he had any gloomy Apprehenſions 'of an 
approaching Storm, it had been but Pru- 
dence to make to Port, to withdraw in- 
to Obſcurity for a Shelter. For a volun- 
tary Stoop Is better than a forced one, and 
tis a much eaſier Deſcent to ſtep than be 
thrown down the Hill. But as we read 
not of the leaſt Repulſe, Diſappointment, 
or Negle&, ſoneither that he dreaded An 70 

As ſome write, He was actually deſign d for 
1 the 
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tlie Throne upon the next Vacancy. And 
ve know, ſuch things providentially fell 
out as promis d an Advancement to it. 
Tho' he came not into the World by the 
beautiful Gate of a princely Parentage, yet 
a lucky hit of Fortune fopply. that 
fect with an equivalent Advantage. The: 
King's Daughter having never been bleſs'q 
with Children, according to Philo, tho 
long married, adopted him for her Son, to 
make Amends for Nature's Unkindneſs 5 
and truly acted a Mother's Part towards 
him. To take away her Reproach among 
Men, in Reſpe& of Barenneſs, he was ho- 
noured greatly; -and\all the Marks and En- 
ſigns of Quality were allotted him. His 
Name was diſtinguiſhing, and his Educati- 
on Royal. The ableſt Tutors and Governors 
paid Attendance as if he was to be Lord 
of: Al,; and ſuch Studies were pitch'd upon; 
28 might enable him to perform all the De- 
voirs of a Prince, and ſway the Scepter 
with Underſtanding. The whole Circle of 
genteel Accomplith ments was. to be gone 
through, and infipite Care taken that he 
might be learned in all the Wiſdom of the 
Fa“ ona mighty in Words and in 
cas, 
All this gave him an Air of Majeſy, and 
the People an. Expectation of great things 
rom him. The under-world beheld him 
with Awe and Reverence, , and Pharaoh 


took 
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took him into Intimacy and, Endearment, 
And growing up in ſuch Pomp and Cere- 
mony, what could he look for but Rule and 
Empire? And yet when he was grown to 
Years, he quitted the high Station. His 


firm footing could not prevail with, him to 


keep it, while his Conſcience told him he 
ſhould not. 

Again, the Importance of wall Great- 
neſs could be no Secret to Moſes. Had he 
been bred as he was born in an homely 
Cottage, he could not eaſil E have avoided 
the narrow Notions that ſpring up there, 
and might be ſuppos'd to deſpile Dignities 
and Honours, for want of knowing the re- 
liſh of them. For total Ignorancè 1s no leſs 
apt to breed Contempt, than an overgrown - 


| Familiarity. But the Court it ſelf was the 


Air he breath'd in from his Infancy; and 
tis a wonder the Impreſſions he received 
were not anſwerable to its Temper... For 
many Years he was an Eye-witneſs of a 
world of Deference and Reſpect, of Ho- 
mage and Obeiſance. He ſaw the State 
and Magnificence of Pharaoh, how he was 
admir d by ſome, and fear d by others; 
how he could criſb his Enemies, and ohge 
his Friends; how Nature. pour'd in its Ra- 
rities upon him, and Art refin'd em for His 
Service; how his Palate was regal'd, and 
his Will accompliſh'd to a tittle; andicogtd 


foreſee too that himſelſ Firn herecftes be 
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the Subject of what he was now only a 
Spectator, and have as many Eyes, Ears, 
and Feet at his Devotion. Nevertheleſs 
he abdicated himſelf, and would not ſtand 
upon rifing Ground. The Sweets of Do- 
minion did not affect his Fancy, whilſt he 
confider'd they would prove but the Plea- 


ft ures of Sin. 


Again the Time of this Self-denial was 
not an Age of Stupidity and Indifference. 
Had his Soul been retiring from a crazy 
Manſion, and ſo become unintereſted in 
carnal SatisfaRions, it would not ſeem ſo 
very ſtrange that he bid adieu to the great 
Scene of Solace and Diverſion. But tho? 
tis probable from the 7h of the A, he 
had ſomewhat outrun Tuth, yet *tis cer- 
tain he was not then got beyond the middle 
Period of human Life. When God had by 
imperceptible Suggeſtion put him upon re- 
Iinquiſhing the Court in order to vi/it his 
Brethren the Children of Iſael, we hear no 
ſuch Complaint as' Batzillai made to Da- 


vid to excuſe his farther Attendance on it. 
Can T'tafte what T ea or drink, or can] hear 


more the Voice of Singers ? The Grin- 
225 did not ceaſe, nor ſer Fail. On the 
contrary, the vital Flame was in full Per- 


fection, and his ſenſitive Faculties in the 


umoſt Vigonr : And no doubt Flejh' and 


B$bo4'pre(s'd hard for A longer ſtay amidſt 


Atftuence and Thy "Notwithſtanding, 


7 1 7 he. 
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he obeyed the higher Call, and to the ſore 


Rebuke of Appetite, followed his Maker 


not knowing whither he went. Nature + 
could not ſtop him, when Grace ſounded a 


Retreat from Earthly Vanities. 

Again, his Deſertion of Court-Dignities 
and Splendors had no Eye to the Ends of 
Eaſe and Self-emjoyment. | 


Princes and Grandees as much as they 


are gaz d at for their Pageantry and Show, 
are really to be pitied for their Hardſhips 
and Infelicities. The moſt oppoſite Satis- 
factions are as diſtant from them as from 
themſelves, and (which 1s wonderful) 'tis 
Height of Condition that places Happineſs 
out of reach. They can be neither fami- 
lar nor retired. State will not ſuffer the 
one, nor Buſineſs admit of the other. One 
while a Viſit is offered, another an Audience 
is expected. And as this brings with it 
Inpertinence, ſo that Thoughtfulneſs, and 


both a deal of Formality and Punctilio. In 


the diſengag'd Intervals Attendants, as fo 
many Spies of their Actions, hang about 
them; and when they have no Cringers b 

their fides, they have yer Clogs at their 
Heels. In ſhort, they can neither fit down 
without Care, nor walk abroad without Ce- 
remony ; and no Slave is leſs Maſter of his 
Time, or more confin'd in his Deſires. 
Upon which account ſome have parted with 
their Grandeur as chearfully as the tired 
T 18 7 7 Labourer, 
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Labourer doth with his Burden, and'fled 
to a Village as to a Seat of Reſt. Diacle- 
fian, for Inſtance, exchang'd an Imperial 
Crown for a private Life; and Tiberius, 
tho' he had no mind to quit his hold in 
Power, withdrew from the Croud to Ca- 
prea for Air and Breathing. We read too 


Laert. de of Heraclitus, that when the Epheſians preſs 


L 8, 


Ii Philof: ſed him to accept the Government of their 


City, he convey'd himſelf away from their 
Importunities to play with Children; inti- 
mating thereby, that any Engagement, tho? 
it look'd never fo little, was a good Excuſe 
for turning his back upon ſplendid Trou- 
na 5 2555 

And had Moſes receded from his elevated 
Station with the ſame ſelfiſn View, that is, 
in order to get clear of Noiſe and Buſtle, 
we might have applauded his Viſdom, but 
could ſay nothing of his Yertue.. But ſo far 
was he from propoſing Eaſe and Content by 


the remove, that he knew all his ſuffering 


Capacities would now be filled up. The 
Change took not in the Bleſſings of Privacy 
and Retirement, much leſs of Freedom and 
Security. An ambulatory Life came in tlie 
room of Pleaſure, and Reproach of Honour. 
And all this, the Text ſays, was his Choice, 
becauſe it was firſt his Duty. 

Once again, his quitting of Court-Inte- 
reſt and honourable Reverſions was not the 
Effect of Timerouſneſs or Difidence, There 

have 
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have been Inſtances of Perſons: that had 
Hearts as well as Heads too weak for Rule 
and Dominion, and which would have ra- 
ther choſe to wield a Flail than a Scepter. 
Thus when the People of Iſrael were aſſem- 
bled for a ſight of the Aing whom the Lord 
choſe for them, Saul the Perſon nominated r Sam. 10. 
bid himſalf from the Preferment. If Merit? 
had went by Stature, being higher in that 2 
reſpect already than any off the Fraple, he chap. 9. 2. 
had naturally the beſt Pretenſions to the 
Crown; but he either did, or had a mind 
toe ſeem diſtruſtful of himſelf and his 
Qualifications for it, and that the Pur- 
ple Robe would never fit one that was 
a Benjamita, whoſe Tribe was the 1 n. 
of the Tribes of Ifrael, and his Family tbe 
| leaft f al the Fauler of the Tribe of 
Ben amin. | 
22 — Ot ho whee elected Emperor by the Echard' 
Spaniſh Legions, inſtead of — not tu = IPD 
bear the Sword in vain, diſpatch'd himſelf 163, &c. 
with it, out of a ſence, tis like, of his Ina: 
bility to bear it. Tenderneſs of Blood was 
his pretended Reaſan for doing ſo; but a 
fruitleſs ſhedding it in his Service againſt 4 
oſperous Competitor was the true one. 
He ſunk under the Toils of Empire, and 
ſo Death was call'd to his Relief, to 
help him off. with a Burden, by the 
Impreſſion whereof Life it ſelf was made 
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But did any ſuch cowardly Apprehenſions 
ſtart up in the mind of Moſes? No, his 
Courage was equal to his Mæctneſt; and as 
he was far from over- rating his Sufficiency, 
ſo likewiſe from taking too ſcanty a mea- 
ſure of it. Indeed upon God's inveſting | 
him with the high Commiſſion of delive- 


ring his People, he ſaid, Vba am I, that F. 
ſhould go unto Pharaoh, and bring forth the 
/ 


ut it is 
not written, that at the i t of renoun- 
cing that Royal Relation, he faid, who am 
I that I ſhould go for the Son of Pharavh's 
Daughter, and ſo ſtand entitled to the grea- 
teſt Kingdom in the World! When that ex- 


poſtulating Speech dropp'd from him, he 


At 7. 23. was at the Age of Eighty, that is, of De- 


30. 


clenſion, and ſo might be apt at firſt glance 
to judge himſelf not vigorous enough for 


buſineſs and fatiguing. Beſides he remem- 
red his Brethren had rejected him former - 
ly when a Courtier, or juſt upon his Retreat 


7 P 
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from a full Tide of Proſperity and Power 
and he did not know but they would renew' 
the ſcornful Queſtion, Who made thee. a 
Face and a Ruler over us? Now that he 
ad been for ſome time à Shepherd, in a 
ſtate of Littleneſs and Inſignificancy. 
But there were no ſuch Bars and Obſtru- 
ctions in the former Caſe. His Blood was 


then warm and his Pulſe high, both in a 


condition to admit of Induſtry and Appli- 
| Cation 4 
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cation ; and his Experience of Trouble not 
ſo great, but that he might look the Diffi- 
culties of Empire in the Face. Indeed a 


forwardneſs to encounter them might have 
been expected from him, conſidering the 


Advantages of his Education, and how he 


was train'd up in the Arts of Government. 
And yet he turn'd away from the richeſt 
Expectations, and would not be mounted 
aloft in Glory. The Neceſſity of renoun- 
cing either God or Mammon, his Religion, 
or his Preferments, arreſted his Thoughts, 
and thereupon he could not be eaſy, till 
he had delivered up his Intereſt in the 
latter, in Fidelity and Honour to the for- 
mer. | 

3. The Self-denying Conduct then was 
owing to nothing elſe but the Energy of 


Faith, as the Text witnefſeth, And no- 


thing doubtleſs could more ſpeak or pro- 
claim its Energy. For it is not every body 
that can be perſuaded to act the Philoſopher, 
or that will ſet up for a Mendicant, when 
ſecular Enjoyments are ready to thruſt 
themſelves upon him. No, moſt of us, I 
believe, are 1n a poſture of readineſs to meet 
'em half way, or rather to go in queſt of 
them, and that thro' Briars and Thorns, 
thro? all forts of Difficulties and Hardſhips, 
ſo there be but the leaſt glimpſe of Hope 
and Encouragement. Thoſe Few that have 
been obſerv'd to draw back upon the Ap- 
ae proaches 
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proaches of worldly Grandeur had not been 
ſo much taken notice of, had they not been 
very few indeed. Tho Charles the Fifth of 
Spain ſtep'd out of a Throne into a Cloy- 
ſter, yet it was the bard Chapter of Diſap- 
pointment that made that go down, with 


Collier's him. And- as for Sigebert K King of the 
Eecleſ. Hiſt. Eaft-Angles, that did the ſame, his with- 


p. 90. 


drawing was upon Reaſons of Religion, to 
give himſelf more leiſure for Contemplation 
and pious Exerciſes, The human Paſſions, 
without Art and Force us'd upon them, do 
own a quick taſte for the World, with 
which they have been ſo long acquainted, 
and ſometimes under the beſt Management. 
An Appetite of Superiority diſcovers it. ſelf 
even before there is ground for diſtinction. 
It may be deſcried budding forth in the 
Cradle, and it ſeems to bear proportion 
with ſtrength and ſtature. The little An- 
gers of Children among themſelves, what 
are they but Competitions as it were about 
Prerogative and Honour? And what are 
all the buſy Ploddings and Applications of 
Men, but a conſtant Scramble for Intereſt 
and Figure? Diſciples themſelves will be 
aſking the proud Queſtion, 28 ſhould be 
the greateſt amongſt them, have the prin- 
cipal Place next to the Canopy of State; 
and nothing leſs would ſerve the Sons of 
ZLebedee, than to /it the one on the Right 
band and the other on the Left-in the Meſ- 

frah's 
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frab's Kingdom. Nay the aſpiring Conceit 


was ſo deeply rivetted, that the moſt hum- 
bling Diſcourſes of a lowly Maſter were 
not able to diſpoſſeſs it. They were ſo 
drunk and light-headed with the feaveriſh 
Imagination of being Agrippa's and Mace- 
naſe's, that *twas out of the Power of Con- 
tradiction and Argument to bring them to 
their Senſes. . . | 

lt is ſurprizing therefore that Moſes 
mould on the contrary forego the charming 
Proſpects that were ſet before him of Dig- 
nity and Pre- eminence, whenas the reſt of 
Mankind cannot bear to be without them. 
Was he not a Man of like Paſſions with us? 
Yes certainly; but of greater Faith "—_ 
which ferv'd to keep them under Awe an 
Diſcipline. By Faith be refus'd to be call 
the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter. The Name, 
as being above every Name among Egyptian 
Subjects, could not, abſolutely taken, ſound 
harſh. or grating in his Ears. But Faith by 
minding him of another, written in Hea- 
ven, begot in him an Indifference to that, 
and the glaring Things imported by it. 

The mighty Diſadvantages which the 
Objects of Faith lay under, were without 
Impreſſion. A light preſent Intereſt often 
carries it in human Choice againſt a very 
weighty Reverſion, which being to come 
ſeems doubtful whether it will come or no. 
It more powerfully commands our Notice, 

Ts and 
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and more warmly ſtrikes our Affections. 
Juſt as the Heat of a neighbouring Lamp 
_ oiit-does that of the diſtant Sun. | 

Now Moſes ſtood actually poſſeſsd of this 
World's Glitter, and but one Remove from 
its Top-felicity. The Accommodations of a 
Royal Palace were perfectly at his Service, 
and the Palace itſelf expected his Advance- 
ment over it. But none of theſe things 
mov'd him, or ſtagger'd his Integrity. It 
was requiſite he ſhould take his Farewel 
of them, and the moſt diſtant Retribution 
(upon his reflecting that what was diſtant 
would be preſent when the Work was done 
that challeng'd it) reconcil'd him to a Par- 
ting. | | 
F arther, nothing is ſo influencial and af- 
fecting as an Application to Sence. Hence 
it was that when the Woman ſaw the Tree 
was good for Food, and pleaſant to the Eye, 

e took thereof and did eat, altho ſhe knew 
that God had ſaid, in the Day that thou 
eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die. 

The ſpecious Fruit being befriended by 
the kind Reports of Sence, ſoon call'd out 
the Affections after it, and the Hand to 
reach it. The Prohibition was expreſs, 

and the Penalty terrible; but yet the Im- 
preſſion prov'd too hard for both. 

And hence it was, that when the Devil 
had a Deſign on the Son of God, he 
took him up into an high Mountain, to 
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fhew him all the Kingdoms of theWorld, and 
the Glory of them. The other Efforts which 
he made upon our Saviour's Conſtancy were 
not at all depended on by him ; but this 
viſionary Landſkip of ſovereign Crowns and 
Dominions was a Reſerve in which he pla- 
ced his laſt, his ſtrongeſt Confidence. Ha- 
ving ſet them in ſo good a Light, he made 
a Tender of them, and ſcrupled riot to clog 
the Gift with the moſt frightful Condition 
of falling down and worſhipping him. As if 
he thought the Temptation ſo baited was 
irreſiſtible, and Homage would follow of 
Courſe. 

Now Moſes had all the Enjoyments with- 
in view that attack'd his Vertue, He con- 
vers'd with, he felt, he taſted them. And 
yet the celeſtial Glory which ſtood behind 
the Veil, and ſo wanted a ſenſible Luſtre 
and Endearment, found a Preference with 
him. The Circumſtances of Remoteneſs 
and Obſcurity render'd his Faith more va- 
luable and glorious, not leſs operative and 
practical, | 

He and the other Fathers of the Old Te- 
ſtament had an inſight into Futurity, but it 
was thro a Glaſs exceeding darkly. The 
other World was wrap'd up in a Cloud be- 
fore the Appearance of the Goſpel-Sunſhine. 
The natural Notions indeed of an impar- 
tial Juſtice repreſented God as a kind Re- 


warder of thoſe that diligently ſought him, 
| (3 | and 
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or made his Patience give way. Faith ſer 
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and the ſhort Glimmerings of divine Reve- | 
lation improv'd probable Reaſonings about | 
eternal Happineſs into a certain Expectation | 
of it. But the Manner and Nature thereof 
were ſtill » Myſtery, nay, it doth not et 
appear what we ſhall be, when we ceaſe to 


be what we are at preſent. But as he trou- 


bled not himſelf with ſuch nice Enquiries, 
ſo being well aſſur'd that there was ſuch a 
thing as a Reward for the Righteous in A- 
nother Life, he caſt aſide the Satisfactions 
of This, in Obedience to Him who is the 


Author of Both. 


Nor was this the whole of the ſhifted 
Scene. The Dereliction of the Court of 
Ep ypt was follow'd with an uncomtortable 
Durance in the Deſert of Midian, and the 


| throwing up his preſent Enjoyments, toge- 


ther with his future Hopes, drew on him 
heavy Laſhes from the Scourge of Tongues. 
He became outwardly as miſerable as the 
World could make hlm; and what is the 
Perfection of Sorrow, no body pityed him 
in his Miſery which himſelf had choſen. 
His old Fellow-Courtiers made themſelves 
merry, we may be ſure, with the ſeem- 
ingly wild Adventure; and the wonder- 
ing Vulgar were for taking Advantage of 
his wiltul Fall, to trample him under 


Foot. 


But none even F theſe things moved him, 


his 
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his Notions right, and enabled him to find 
Riches in Afiifion, and Treaſure in the Re- 


proach of Chriſt, He was carrying on a 


different Intereſt from that of others, and 
ſo was not at all troubled to find that they 
entertain'd different Sentiments from him. 
He apply'd his Ambition to its proper Uſe, 
from which thoſe had wreſted that enter- 


prizing Paſſion, that is, to the purſuit of + 


Heaven and Immortality, and ſo was pre- 
par d for their Railleries and Cenſures. The 


World ſaid of him and to him, Thou Fool, 
as accounting his Life Madneſs, but like a 


wiſe Man he regarded them not, as knowing 


that bis End would not be without Honour. 
His Unconcernedneſs was great, be- 

cauſe his Reſolution. was deliberate. Tt 

is plain from the Context, He compar'd 


things together as to their Worth and Va- 


lue, and then came to a Concluſion. He 
conſidered the 3 of Sin were but for 
a Seaſon, and the Fruits of Religion for E- 
ternity; aud from the Difference of Dura- 
tion aroſe a Difference of Regard. One 
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Verſe therefore makes that an Act of Eſteem leb. 11. 26. 
which another mentions as an Act of Choice; — 23. 


intimating thereby that where the Will 
was engaged, the Underſtanding led. Ha- 
ving ſatisfied himſelf as to the Reaſonable- 


neſs of his Courſe, he purſued it towards 


the better Country, with a Pilgrim's Earneſt- 
neſtneſs, and with a Pilgrim's Negligence 
(3 2 too 
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too overlook'd the Deriſions of thoſe he 
paſſed by. The Smoothneſs of a flouriſh- | 
ing Condition could not flatter him out of | 
more ſubſtantial Joys, nor the weariſom 
Stages of temporal Infelicity bring him back 
in Wiſh to the glorious Trifles he left be- 
hind. 

And now having done with the Particu- 
lars of the Hiſtory, let us enquire what 
practical Improvement may be made of 
them. | 

And firſt, If an Acquieſcence under the 

Character of the Son of Pharaoh's Daugh- 
ter had carried a Repugnancy to Religion , 
it follows that Poſts of Figure and Advan- 
rage are the Trials, as well as the Gifts 
of Providence. 
No indire& Meaſures, but a ſtrange E- 
mergency made Moſ-s Honourable. The 
great Princeſs upon an unaccountable li- 
king took him as it were into her Veins, 
and render'd him by Adoption what he was 
not by Nature, Heir apparent of an Impe- 
rial Diadem. But as innocently as he came 
- by that Title, he could not innocently have 
held it. His real Relation to the Church 
of Iſrael oblig'd him to drop his ſuppoſed 
one to the Crown of Egypt; and he had 
not been the Son of God had he continued 
the Grandſon of Pharaoh. 

Now tho' his Caſe was particular, and 
out of the way, yet ſtill *tis an Inſtance of 

| what 
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what is commonly aſſerted concerning the 
Ends and Drift of a flowing Fortune. The 
Almighty ſends it as well as Calamities up- 
on the Errand of ſounding and putting our 


Fidelity to the Proof. And truly there 


cannot be a more violent Tempter than a 
State of Affluence. Even Moſes, who ſo 
bravely weathered it out himſelf, was in 
Pain for the Hyaelites that were to grapple 
with it in the Land of Promiſe, and there- 
fore heap'd pathetical Exhortations, and 
ſolemn Cautions upon them, as ſo many 
Shelters and Preſervatives. And according- 
ly wary Agur would not be truſted with 
Riches, left being full he ſhould 
Giver, and ſay who is the Lord? 

We had need learn how to abound, as well 
as how to be abaſed; and have never more 
Reaſon to dread a Forgetfulneſs of God, 
than when there is the moſt Reaſon for 
remembring him. 

But 2dly, As dangerous a Snare as Pro- 
ſperity appears to be, the Succeſs of the 
generous Hero before us undeniably demon- 
ſtrates that it is not invincible, For is it 


poſſible it ſhould ever take any one at grea- 


ter Advantage than it did him? Notwith- 
ſtanding he was of Strength ſufficient for 
the Conflict. A mighty Torrent of it came 
rolling towards him, and ſet his Head in a 
ſoaring Poſture. Yet a little while and he 
had touch'd the Stars, and ſhone with the 
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. higheſt Splendours of Wealth and Gran- 
deur, if he had but brought himſelf off 
from the Sway of Conſcience, On the o- 
ther fide, a punctual Obſervance of the Di- 
vine Pleaſure promis d nothing in Hand, 
but the ſmarting Circumſtances of Poverty 
and Diſſettlement, of Reproach and Infa- 
my. Beſides, he was of a ſuitable Age for 
the ſoft Indulgences of Deſire, for the in- 
viting Chaſe of carnal Pleaſures, But yet, 
we ſee, he could tread firmly in ſpight of 
ſtumbling Blocks, nor were his Feet nigh 
ſlipping, even when he was commanded to 
deſcend the illuſtrious Precipice of Honour 
into a Vale of Tears. And the very ſame 
Courage and Steadineſs we may have to 
boaſt of, if we pleaſe. It is our Love of 
Sin that repreſents. Vertue as impracticable. 
It is our want of Will to reſiſt Temptations 
that ſuggeſts a want of Power to overcome 
them, . 

3. The Seaſon of this Abdication be- 
ſpeaks the intrinſick Vanity, the compara- 
tive Littleneſs of ſecular Felicities. If a 
Child throws away a Jewel, he is ſaid to 
do as a Child, and Men infer from his In- 
difference, not that the Price thereof is in- 
conſiderable, but only that he has not Sence 
enough to underſtand it. But if Multitude 
of Days paſſeth Verdi&s upon things, At- 
tention is given to them as to the Words of 
Wiſdom, And where a maturer Judgment 
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charges a Flaw, it is preſumed to have real. 
ly found one. The Conduct of Moſes 
then, in Reference to Temporals, may be 
a proper Standard whereby to meaſure the 
Worth and Value of them. For 'twas when 
he came to Tears, that he refus'd to be calld 
what the World accounts Great and Hap- 
py. © He had beſtow'd many Days at Court, 
but thoſe were Days of Nonage and Incon- 
ſideration. Now his Mind is more Diſcern- 
ing and Diſpaſlionate, The more violent 


| Heats of Youth are over, and ſedate Think- 


ing cometh in their room, and he makes a 
practical Uſe of it. He reviews the No- 
tions taken upon Truſt before, and corrects 
the Errors of Education. And had not this 
been one of thoſe Errors, that the greateſt 
Good lay in Wealth and Honour, he would 
not now have eſſeem d the Reproach of Chriſt, 
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that is, on the Score of Faith in the pro- yy, - 
miſed Seed, greater Riches than the Trea- von. in 


ſures of Egypt. Riches, no doubt, are emp- 
ty Nothings at the bottom, and 1t Men 


do not think them ſo, this muſt be pur to 


the Account of Levity and Ignorance. And 
the Reproach we ſuffer for deſpiſing them, 
is an ineſtimable Treaſure in the Balance 
of the Sanctuary. Whatever Comforts the 
former may be at preſent, they wi!l be none 
to us hereafter, when we ſhall have the 


greateſt need of Comtort, at the Hou of 


Death and the Day of Judgment. The ex- 
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piring Miſer leaves them all behind in 
this World; and it would be well for 
him, if he could the Remembrance too 
of the guilty Ways of getting them. But 
the latter accompanies us into the o- 
ther, and will be our Badge of Honour, 
when we ſtand before the Throne of 
God, 

4. His noble Ends in the Abrenunciation 
of Earthly Glories recommend Publick-ſpi- 
ritedneſs and general Benevolence. Such 
a Narrowneſs of Soul prevails in the World, 
that many cannot ſpare one friendly Action, 
hardly a kind Wiſh, from themſelves. The 
Views they go upon in conſulting and en- 
terprizing Abroad always point Homewards ; 
and whenever there happens an interfering 
betwixt the Advantage of Society and 
their own, the latter taketh place without 
{cruple. 

But what have they to ſay for their ſcan- 
ty Principles, and appropriating Endeavours ? 
God being himſelf moſt ſollicitous for the 
publick Good, no doubt expeas that we 
ſhould be ſo too. At leaſt his beſt Servants 
have always interpreted his Nature and his 
Word to this ſence. The Heart of Mo- 
ſes ſure, to wave other Inſtances, was far 
from being peeviſhly ſelfiſh, or pent up in 
it ſelf, when it came-into it to viſit his Bre- 
thren, and take part in their Afflictions! 
His Grandeur in the Court of Pharaoh, hu- 
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manly ſpeaking, was ſufficiently guarded, 
and no Materials could be wanting There 
towards perſonal Satisfaction. And were 
not theſe very engaging Circumſtances ? 
Not ſo engaging as to hinder him from ſet- 
ting out upon Charity! His Country-men 
were pinch'd with ſtraits, whilſt he aboun- 
ded ; and the Sence of that, and of the 
Deliverance afterwards to be wrought out 
by him, ſtruck his Soul too forcibly to leave 
any reliſh for ſoft Delights and ſolitary 
Fruitions, He therefore went about doing 
good, like Chriſt the Antitype; and when 
the Fulneſs of Time was come, hazarded 
himſelf to ſerve and to ſave them from their 
Enemies. And now can our ſeparate Inte- 
reſts and graſping Fancies ſtand before an 
Example of ſo great Generoſity? Does it 
not beſpeak a like generous Expanſion or 
Enlargement of our Spirits towards Fellow- 
Chriſtians 2 Great Men indeed may be ſo 
ſtill, notwithſtanding this Incitement to 
Compaſlions ; but they cannot be excus'd 
from a Concern for their Country's Welfare. 
They may keep their honourable Poſts with 
his good leave that quitted his; but they 
are expected to make a kind uſe of them to 
the maintenance of Truth, and the relief 
of Indigence. I may add too that whene- 
ver it ſeemeth good to their Prince to re- 
move them from him, they ſhould quietly 
retire, and reckon the Advantage he means 
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the Publick by their private Loſs, a ſuffi- 
cient Compenſation for it. This is to come 
up to the Zeal of Moſes, as far as difference 
of Circumſtances will admit; This is to 
act like Men that do not think the World 
was made only for them to take their Pa- 
ſtime therein. . 1 

5. The Efficacy of Moſes his Faith, 
ſhould be a ſtrong Inducement with us to 
deliver our ſelves up to the Influence and 
Conduct of that Principle. 

The World, of which he had ſo plenti- 
ful a ſhare, in regard of Senſe had a gay 
and winning Aſpect. But Faith ſetting 
Impartiality to draw its Picture, the Paint 
and Varniſh preſently diſappeared, and the 
Courtier grew cold and neglectſul of it, 
upon a ſight of its falſe Colours and under- 
neath Deformities. Faith ,preſenting him 
with nobler Objects, he was all on fire to 
get at them, neither did he grudge to paſs 
thro' the moſt rugged Paths of Obedience 
that tended to the Fruition of them. His 
Parade was flung off, and his Magnificence 
abandon'd, in complement to the adored 
Felicities of Paradiſe. 

In ſhort, there was no difficulty in tur- 
ning Sin by, notwithſtanding the common 
Boaſt of Pleaſure in the Commiſſion, whilſt 
he recollected that much greater was pre- 
par'd for him if he did not commit it, more 
ſolid and more laſting. And who then 

11 would 


* 
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would not learn to walk by Faith during 
the Pilgrimage of Mortality ? Being Stran- 
gers and Foreigners upon Earth we intinite- 
ly need a Guide; and where can we tind a 
better than that which led Patriarchs, Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, Martyrs, Confeſſors and 
Saints in the way Everlaſting. All Things 
are poſſible to him that believeth ;, our Fore- 
fathers have ſhewn by their incredible At- 
chievements. And 1t 1s worth our while 
ſurely to try the promiſing Experiment. 
All things valuable may be quitted with 
Chearfulneſs, even the Kingdoms of the 
World, and the Glory of them: All things 
bitter may be ſubmitted to with Patience, 
the ſevereſt Ahlictions of God's People, and 
the Reproach of Chriit, by ſuch as believe 
verily to ſee the Goodneſs of the Lord in the 
Land of the Living. Such a Belief doth 
Wonders in Religion, when reduc'd out of 
Habit into the actual Contemplation of the 
Joys above. We muſt ſee that it abide up- 
on our Minds, and then we need not doubt 

but it will regulate our Practice. | 

6. Was it an Hope full of Immortality 
that wrought in Moſes the Selt-denying 
Choice, how groſsly miſtaken then are 
thoſe who would exclude This from being 
a Motive of Obedience ? 

It is uſual with ſome Enthy/raſts to fix 
upon it the name of Mercenary. God and 
Goodneſs, ſay they, are Objects amiable 
4 enough 
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enough of themſelves to draw and engage 
our Hearts; and he that makes Heaven his 
Reaſon for embracing them, ſhall never be 
admitted a Partaker of it. But where has 
this Conceit any Countenance from Scri- 
pture? Doctrine and Example lye againſt it. 
Celeſtial Glories are propounded every 
where as Encouragements, and muſt we 
then turn our backs upon them, when they 
becken to us, as if beneath our notice. The 
ſtricteſt of Saints ſcrupled not to give more 
than a glance at them as they paſs'd along 
the heavy Road of Life, and were greatly 
refreſh'd by them. And can a weaker Piety 
ſpare the Support that they would give 
it? 
It is ſaid indeed a lower Diſpenſation 
was in being, when Moſes had reſpect unto 
the Recompence of Reward ;, and that the 
Adoption of Sons calleth for a more filal, 
diſintereſted Affection. But if ſo , how 
came the only begotten of the Father, full of 
Grace and Love, to endure the Croſs, and 
deſpiſe the Shame for the Joy that was ſet 
before him? Sure the Author of the Second 
Covenant ſerved God purely enough, if the 
Mediator of the Firſt did not; and yet, it 
ſeems, the Conſideration of God's Promiſes 
went along with the performance of God's 
Commands. The Myſtical Divinity then is 
one thing, and Chriſtianity another. The 
loving God for his own Sake and Excellen- 


cy, 
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cy, conſidered ſeparately from the Love of 
his Rewards, if there be any ſuch Attain- 
ment in Religion, is no common one; and 
what is ſuppos'd a Perfection in ſome "muſt 
not be exacted as a Law from all. The 
Almighty is pleas d to work upon our Spi- 
rits by our Paſſions; and let us not quarrel 
with a Method that is ſo natural. No {pur 
to Duty ſhould be held ſuperfluous. The 
Pleaſures of Sin being preſent and certain, 
have a great advantage in point of Impreſſion 
above diſtant Glories. Thoſe we lye naked and 
open to when they would affect us, but it re- 
quires ſome labour to bring us and theſe to- 
gether even in Contemplation ; and therefore 
if we can readily give up the former in 
zeal to the latter, and contentedly undergo 
the Hardſhips of Vertue, we are no ſuch 
Mercenary Votaries; our Obedience is ſin- 
cere, and our Selfenial great. How mean- 
ly ſoever the over-righteous may think of 
him, I'm ſure the Holy Gho#t takes notice of 
it as an extraordinary thing in Moſes, that 
he could fo rightly calculate his Intereſt as 
to poſtpone an Earthly Inheritance to an 
Heavenly. And when we have made as 
great advances 1n Vertue as he did, it will 
be time enough for us to think of greater. 

Laſtly, T would add a word or two on 
the wiſe Ends of Providence in his Educa- 
tion. Some have been glanc'd upon alrea- 
dy, ſuch as the Trial of his Faith, and Con- 
ſtancy, 
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ſtancy, and other Vertues ; but the chief is 
yet to be mention d, the training him up 
for the Conduct and Government of Iſrael. 
At firſt bluſh, the Procedure of Heaven 
towards him is ſurprizing, and his Promo- 
tion conſidered with the humbling Conſe- 
quences carries this untoward Aſpect, as if 
he had been lifted up on high on purpoſe to 
be made miſerable by a Fall. At leaſt the 
Advantages of good Breeding ſeem to have 
drop'd with his ſhifting Fortunes, But a 
more perfe& View of his Caſe will oblige us 
to think quite otherwiſe. He was ſingled 
out by the Divine Decree to be a Leader 
and a Deliverer of God's People; and ſo 
momentous a Capacity aſk'd more than or- 
dinary Abilities and Qualifications. But 
how ſhould he come by them in the perſe- 
cuted Condition of a poor Iſraelite ? It 
is therefore ſo order'd from Above, that he 
ſhould be taken in Son of the Crown, 
and ſo inſtructed in all the Learning of 
Egypt. And when he had lived long e- 
nough in Pharaoh's Court for that pur- 
poſe, and Experience given a finiſhing to 
his Accompliſhments, God calls him a- 
way by a Train of Accidents into better 
Company, and a ſeverer Life, to prepare 
him ſtill more for the mighty Underta- 
king. Being thus form'd to Wiſdom, he 
ſets out afterwards upon it with great 

Advantage, 
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Advantage. Bolaneſs in Danger, Addreſs 
in Buſineſs, - Prudence i in Council, and a 
peculiar Art in knowing Men: All theſe 
Princely Vertues are his; and how does 
God ſerve himſelf of them, in reſcuing a 


Captive Nation out of the Houſe of Bon- 


dage ? | 

Thus his Inſtitution was A well-laid 
Scene, and every, the moſt minute, Cir- 
cumitance, {ets out the Beauty of the Di- 
vine Providence. His Preſervation from 
the Waters, and after-Protection, would 
have been Mercies great enough for him 
as a private Perſon ; but ſomething more 
was due to him as the Redeemer of I/ 
rael. He muſt be nursd up by his own 
Mother, that he might know the God of 
his Fathers: He muſt be nurs'd up for 
the Royal Princeſs, that he might know 
all the Egyptian Policies and he muſt 
fly from Ez ypr as a Criminal, that he 
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might return thither à God unto Pha- N 


raoh. 

All theſe different Stages had a Con- 
nexion and Dependence ; and whilſt Hea- 
ven winded about in ſo large a Circuit, 
it ated with as much Wiſdom as Obſcu- 
rity. 

Let us then learn hence not to prejudge 
God's Intentions towards us in Secular Oc- 
currences. 


k If 
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If he ſets one Affair backward, he 1 
thereby does but ſet another forward of | 
greater Conſequence ; and tho* a Talent 
may ſeem loſt for the preſent to our ſelves 
thro* a perſonal Diſappointment, yet for 
ought we know a Time may come, when 
it ſhall be call'd out with Honour to the 
Service both of our Selves and Brethren. 
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Nuxz. xxiii. 10. the latter parr of 1 * * * 
the Verſe. 


Let me die the Death of the 


Righteous, and let my laſt End be by 


2 
like his. W p 
; 4) Hat 
Heſe Words are the pious Reſult of a 
wicked Man's Reflection on God's 2 "gr © wow 
Dealings with the Fews in their Travels ” c ** *. av 
from Egypt unto Canaan, * 
Conſidered by themſelves, they look like JM # 
a Sinner's Penitential Recantation ; and ta- by av 
ken with the Context, they ſpeak perhaps N 
the devouteſt Sence of 2 Divine Providence. . t> 
guarding and ſtanding by his People in all = — A 


emergent Difficulties and Trials. * 
And truly his whole Story, tho of a 

mixꝰ d kind, and for the moſt = ns 

enough, 1s inſtructive to the ſame purpoſe, * 34 

I mean, a ſtanding Memorial of Heaven's Wd 


Care and Tenderneſs over Religion and its N a 
faithful Votaries. 2 V 


n 
Bala * q 
| A1. 


N * ta <3. 
\ WE * 


1 — —ͤ—ü—ũ Ä 


98 BALAAM ' Ejaculation. 


Balaam ſeems to have been a Sorcerer by 
Profeſſion, and accordingly was _ to 
| p as ſuch a one by the King of Moab. The 
70 Me Peat) (;velite; had x r EA not to 

7 oo, ale with that Prince in their March to 
„the Land which God had given them, be- 

eur. 2- 5- cauſe he was the Seed of righteous Lot. 
Yet this Man, ſeeing how it went with his 
Neighbours, Sihon and Og, that refus'd 
them paſſage through their Territories, ap- 
- 22- prehended that he might likewiſe become a 
Prey unto them. However, amidſt his 
Agony of Jealouſy and Miſgiving, he caſts 
bout for Methods of Prevention; and the 
moſt promiſing he could think of, was, the 


i! aj 
| 8 K. ſending to a Magician of Reputation in 
1 2 4 fo Farts for a Curſe upon this numerous 


f People; as if he took it for granted, that 


= f he could be got to curſe them, the Dæ- 
44 kmon or Divinity that inſpired him, would 


een whe forthwith eſpouſe his Cauſe to their De- 
41 =1{tru&ion. We are ſure , this idolizing 
Addreſs went along with the Rewards of 
u Su Divination. I wot that thoſe whom thou 
al Were She are bleſſed, and thoſe whom thou cur- 

ry ſeit are curſed, And the Meſſage was as 


e 


Lite 


heartily receiv'd by him as depended on by 
he other. For Balaam dcarly loved the 
77 ages of Unrighteouſneſs ;, and he ſhow'd 
he did ſo, by endeavouring to anſwer that 
wicked Motion which he ſhould have at 
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this kind had prov'd ſucceſsful, that by his 


99. 
AN 
Curſes and Imprecations he had — 1 ' 
afflicted ſome Perſon or People judicially ; 222 
＋. De 


delivered up by God for their Iniquities; 
otherwiſe he would never have expected a . 
Revelation upon the Point from his Oracle. 1% 
But there was no Commiſſion to be had 3 
| for curling Iſrael. We find he cannot ob- gy * 
1 tain leave at firſt to go after Balak; and a & . 
; afterwards when he. did, that was not his | 
Errand. No, his Thoughts and his Words / 2 
have ſuch a wonderful Turn given them, Fo —. Me. 
pt oy 


« 
, 


that, inſtead of bewitching the hated Peo- Judqm® 
ple, he magnities 'em. The golden Over- "a 
tures, and the Proſpect of great Honour, 


| when they becken d to him, were ſuch in- LR 
viting things in his Eyes as could not be Le, 


reſiſted. He follows readily , where the 
pleaſing Bait was held out; but yet, in a 
manner quite contrary to his own covetous Fong M 
and malicious Bias, and to the Deſign that & 
Balak had in ſending for him. The De- 
vil's Prophet becometh God's, and pro- e. 2 
nounces the Succeſs, which he was hired 5 
to blaſt, in all the Beauties of heavenly Elo- fotammn 
quence | A lofty Preſage indeed is made of 
Iſrael's Glory. Their Settlement in Canaan, 
their great Increaſe in Numbers, their Sta- 
bility and Happineſs, he firſt harangues up- 
on ; and then, to ſhow this was not a mere 
 fally of Paſſion, or giddy flight of Fancy, 496 
he wiſhes himſelf upon the ſame Terms of # 
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Advantage with them as to both Worlds: 
Let me die the Death of the Righteous, and 
let my latter end be FA bis. But as if all 
this was mere Rant and empty Flouriſh, 
the Effect of an over-kind Prepoſſeſſion, or 

a deluſive Melancholy, Balak ſill looks 
| upoa the Decree of Bleſſing as reverſible. 
Ihe Heathens us'd to lay a mighty ſtreſs 
on the multitude of Oblations, and the 
luckineſs of Times and Places; Balak there- 
fore gives him three different Proſpects of 

+ the Iſraelites, and at each of them, makes 
2a a mighty adoe with the Sacrifices of Rams 
and Bullocks; hoping that ſuch Solemni- 
ties, and the ſhifting the Scene often, would 
\, f prevail to the working a Change in their 

= 2. 8 Eſtate and Deſtiny. But ſtill nothing comes 
5 5 © "ah of all his ſtudied Projects but reiterated 
4 i Bleſſings. The God, that ſtruck a trem- 
Toa) 4+ A, bling into Balak, had a Hook for Balaam. 
[x — The Spirits of the one fail, and the Tongue 
of the other is over-rul'd again in favour 
1 *X > of the Jewiſh Nation; of their Succeſſes, 
— and el Intereſt in the Meſſiab that was 
* to come. 
| * Notwithſtanding the Intrigue of Miſchief 
goes on, and freſh Expedients are devis'd 
to keep it up. The latter indeed acts the 
4 * Wizard no longer; but he does a part e- 
qually Satanical, and endeavours that now 
by corrupt Advice which he could not ef- 
. PI \ 2 with Charms. He teaches Balak to 
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cat a Stumbling-block before the People of l 
//r-1, that is, a Temptation % commit For- 2 Mu ial 
nication with the Drughters of Moab, and LP —_ 
to eat things offered to Idols. The debau- x , 7 
ching them firſt in their Morals, and then e, 222 
in their Religion, might prove, he thought, * Tr % 
b, endl 

O01 - 


a Forfeiture of the Divine Favour, which 51 
was Conditional, and it really did fo. But 
ſtill not ſo far as to brite about their Ruin * 
and Exciſion. A Plague indeed was ſent 5 
among them to deſtroy ſome, and the Hand Numb. 27 
of Civil Juſtice liſted up againſt others, by g yo: 
way of exemplary Terror. But yet God far 49 
wag 


would not deliver'em up unto their Enemies. 
Nay the Plague it ſelf was ſtay'd by the F 
Zeal of Phineas, as the Progreſs of that De- F. — 
fection had been by that, and the Courſe — 4 * 
of God's Wrath turn d upon their Enemies, $4 
particularly on Balaam, the bafe Contriver Numb. 301 
of that Defection. 8. 
The Text then and the adjoining Hiſtory e 
furniſh out ſeveral important Hints or In- thy 
ſtructions, that may be worthy of our notice, & 
and perhaps too influential not a little on & 
our Practice. * 
And 1/t. this Remark offers, that the 
Divine Favour is the beſt and moſt infalli- 
ble Security. An Intereſt in That many i 
ſlight, none ſufficiently value. Carnal Wea- . 
pons and Defenſatives are the uſual Reſort 
of giddy Mortals. They are Creatures of 
Sence, and ſo will not look beyond it. fra 
X 15 3 H 
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E. qo lf a Foreign Enemy is to be engag'd, the 
| People muſt be numbred; the Hoſt and the 
. 2 Steel have the main ſtreſs of their Thoughts 

. A and Confidence, If a bodily Diſorder threa- 
„ tens, the Sons of Art are abſolutely depen- 


Chron. ded on for a Remedy, as in the Cafe of Aſa 


ow. Charms or Spells, or Amulets muſt avert 
i ©. it for them. If the Inſtrument of ſome paſt 


the Duration of ſome preſent 'Trouble, are 
2 Secrets we would be let into, diligent En- 


infer iour Croud, of the next Cunning-man 
* about them, As Saul conſulted the Witch 


Or as Abaziab did the Devil of Ekron, con- 
©, * cerning his Recovery of a Diſeaſe. In ſhort, 
where Hundreds make the Balaams of the 
Age their Refuge, their Almighties, hard- 
ly one zozth into the Sanctuary of God, ta- 
king Affiance along with — But can a 
more wretched Account be given of Chriſti- 
ans than this, that they mimick the very 
worſt of Jews and Heathens, and adviſe 
ls with Hell about the Counſels of Heaven 
and Secrets of Futurity? To ſay the beſt of 
this Conduct, is to own it bad, that is, to 
lay it at the door of Ignorance and Stupi- 
» dity, They do err doubtleſs for want of 
1 * 8. WA knowing or conſidering the Scriptures and 
Wt. det. 1 he Power of God; the Scriptures which not 
| = 
=. only 
15 e 


, 
- 
TTY 14 . &; 


1% King of Judab. If an Evil be feared, 
5 * * Eoſs, the Event of ſome important Affair, 
Ir} is preſently made, eſpecially by the 


of Endor, touching the Fortune of a Battel: 
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only brand with a Curſe the Practice of 


truſting in Man, and making Fleſh our Arm, Jer. 17. s. 
and eſpecially of turning after ſuch as deal Lev. 20. 6. 


with familiar Spirits; but here alſo ſet 
out the Folly of that Practice in a ſhining 
Inſtance: and the Power of God which as 
far exceeds that of Fleſh, as the ſtrong Cur- 
rent of the Ocean does the Stream of a gli- 
ding Rivulet. 

Alas! what is Man that we ſhould be ſo 
mindful of him, or the Son of Man that we 
ſhould ſo regard him in Straits and Exigen- 
cies ? His Breath is in his Noſtrils; but no 
longer than God pleaſes that at firſt inſpir'd 
it. And if he falleth, ſo muſt they that 
reſt upon him. 

Nor will the Magick Circle do ſuch Won- 
ders as are expected from it. The Prince of 
the Air indeed, to ſerve his vile Turns upon 
human Weakneſs, will ever keep up great 
Expectations; but he has but little Power 
whereby to anſwer them. Some ſtrange 
Diſcoveries he may help his Correſpon- 
dents to ; fome ſurprizing Feats he may 
enable them for. Hitherto he can go, but 
no farther, The determining Men's For- 
tunes, and the giving a lift to a ſinking 
Cauſe, theſe things, if ever, might have 
been look'd for in the Days of old, when 
he was left more at large and unreſtrain d. 
But even then as to human Deſtiny or Al- 
lotments, the turning of the Balance was 
WO. H 4 not 
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Ver. 20. 
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not from him. Balak bid high enough for 
all the rich Effects of Divination ; and Ba- 
laam in his Heart agreed to the goodly Price 
ſet upon them. Indeed the Terms ſtruck 
bim ſo very ſenſibly, that he hoped God 
himſelf would conſider his * to the 
dropping of his own Word or Order; and , 
therefore, neglecting that, he tries again 
for an Anſwer more indulgent to it. Nay 
his Feet, tho' tied up by a ſecond, at leaſt 
pre ſumptive Prohibition, were impatient to 
go. on Miſchief, The bare allowance of 
his Journey he interprets a Patent to that 
purpoſe; and accordingly he ſets out for 
the Ends of Ruin and Exc ion. But yet 
Deſtruciion and . . s were not in his 
ways. An Angel of the Lord came forth to 


ſtop him in his & + Carier ; and the ſtu- 


wy Aſs, that never before offered other than 
dumb Praiſes to its Maker, and mechanick 
Service to its earthly Maſter, had articulate 
Words given it whereby to rebuke the Mad- 
neſs of the Prophet. Afterwards, being 
{uffer'd to proceed, he carries with him as 
ſtrong an Inclination to undo Iſrael with 
his Enchantments, as he had by and by to 
corrupt them with his Counſel. But his 
Malice is ſtill hamper'd, that it cannot pro- 
ceed to Execution. 

Thus the Devil and his Votary together 


were but Impotence and Vanity. And this 


very Miſcarriage ſpeaks the lmportance _ 
the 
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the Divine Bleſſing; but we may alſo hear 
the ſame in Terms full and emphatical, 
even from unwilling Witneſſes. The 
Wretch himſelf confeſſeth it. The Lord 
will not ſuffer me to go, ſays he, at one Numb. 
time; and at another, I have receiv'd Com- 
mandment to bleſs, and he has bleſſed, and I 23. 20. 
cannot reverſe it. The King, that ſet him 
on Work, upbraideth him with it: I chought 
indeed to promote thee to great Honour, but 24 A1. 
lo, the Lord hath kept thee back from Ho- 
nour. But Moſes unproves upon the Te- 
ſtimony, pointing to the Ground thereof 
as a thing worth 1ſrae!'s Notice. The Lord peut. 23. 3. 
thy God would not hearken unto Balaam, but 
the Lord thy God turned the Curſe into a 
Bleſſing ,* becauſe the Lord thy God loved 
thee. 

And to be ſure, where his Love is the 
ſame, his Protection is ſo too. He fruſtra- 
teth the Tokens of the Liars, and maketh Di- 
viners mad; he turneth wiſe Men backward, 
and maketh their Knowledge fooliſb. His 
perfect Knowledge of the Natures and Pow- 
ers of his Creatures forbids a Miſtake in 
the Uſe and Application of them to any 
of his Purpoſes. His All- ſufficiency fences 
off the Bars and Obſtructions that often lie 
in the way of human Efforts and Endea- 
vours. Therefore his Counſel ſhall ſtand, 
and be will do all his Pleaſure, So that 
if he takes us under his Wing, and the 
£55:1 | Light 
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Light of his Countenance, our Dwelling 
is made a Goſhen; all Conditions, all Cin- 
cumſtances, Proſperity and Adverſity, the 
Light and the Darkneſs, to us are both a- 
like, equally ſafe and comfortable. 

And we may obſerve, 

2, That nothing fo much entitles to 
this Light of bis Countenance, as the Rela- 
tion of Chrrch-memberſhip, attended with an 
holy Practice. The whole Tenour of Scri- 
pture makes the Church the Darling of 
Providence and the Care of Heaven. Par- 
ticularly the 46 7h Pſalm, where His Pre- 
ſence and Her Security are ſweetly celebra- 
ted in a Song of Triumph and Defiance, 
and this is the Burthen of the lofty Boaſt, 
The Lord of Hoſts is with us, the God of Ja- 
cob is our Refuge, As alſo the 54) of Eſay, 
where 'tis promis'd that no Weapon form'd 
againſt her ſhall proſper, and every Tongue 
that ſball riſe againſt her, in udgment, ſr 
be condenm'd to utter Silence. Elſewhere 
ſhe pleads her Relation to God as an Argu- 
ment for Mercy, and a Diſtin&ion from 
her Enemies. We are thine, thou never 
beareſt Rule over them, they are not called 
by thy Name. | 
Not but that any particular Church, 
much more, any particular Member there- 
of, may forfeit the Divine Grace by co- 


ming {hort in the Conditions of Purity and 


Holineſs which God requires. For ſo he 
| threa- 
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threatens the favourite and eſpouſed Nation, 
you only have I known of all the Families o 
the Earth, therefore I will puniſh you for all 
your Iniquities, But where a peculiar Peo- 
ple is zealous of good Works, neither the 
Gates of Hell, nor the Powers of the 
World, ſhall ever prevail againſt them, 
King of Saints is the Character wherein he 
glories, and the Proſperity of his Servants 
the Diſpenſation in which his Soul deligbt- 
2th. He has labouring Bowels for them, 
and will not let em be Loſers by their Al- 
legiance. 

We have Fadt for the Proof of this, as 
well as Prophecy. Bleſſing kept Pace with 
Obedience in the ſeveral Stages of the I, 
raelites Condition, Nay, it could not tell 
how to leave them even upon a Suſpenſion 
of the other. It was Balak's great Deſire, 
and Balaam's godly Endeavour, they might 
be ſwallow'd up of Ruin; and like the wiſe 
Agents of Darkneſs, they ſet their own 
Tranſgreſſions upon them. But till the 
former had this angry Remark to make, He 
hath not beheld Iniquity in Facob, neither 
hath he ſeen Perverſeneſs in . The 
Lord his God is with him, and the ſhout of 
a King is among them. He ſpeaks grudg- 
ingly of their * and with envious 
Wonder, God brought them out of Eg ypt, 
he hath as it were the Strength of an Uni- 
corn, He talks in a ſtrain of - Dejection, 

F | *. 
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in a {ad Note like that of a baffled World 
weeping over their deſtructive Projects and 


broken Meaſures. Surely ther? i: no En- 


chantment agaluſt Jacob, neither any Divi- 
nation againſt Iſrael, According to or from 
this time, it ſhall be ſaid of Jacob, and of 
Iſrael, what hath God wrought. So im- 
pregnable is the Hedge of Security, that 


Omnipotence ſets about rhe Sheep of his 
Paſture. 


So jealous 1s kind Heaven of the 
leaſt Touch , the leaſt Breath that comes 
near to hurt em. Stratagems do not their 
part on them; Strength 1s but Weakneſs in 
Oppoſition to them. 

3. Tis worth obſerving how Religion, 
one time or other, extorts a Reſpe& and 
Homage, even from its very worſt Enemies. 
It 1s their uſual way to draw her Pi&ure 
to Diſadvantage, and clap Features on her 
in the Repreſentation, that do not belong to 
her in the Life. At the Inſtant of Lewd- 
neſs and Debauchery, Paſlion poſſeſſes even 
Judgment it ſelf againſt her; and after the 
finful Commiſhon, Point of Honour obli- 
ges them to hold up a Conformity between 
Tongue and Conduct, and condemn with 


their Mouths what they have already by 


their Actions. Nevertheleſs Wiſdom is, oc- 
caſionally, unawares, juſtified not only of 
her Children, but of them too. Their 
Thoughts are moſtly, their Diſcourſes ſome- 
times, as our Thoughts and Diſcourſes, tho 

| their 
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their Ways may be never, as our Ways; 
which muſt be reſolved into ſecret Impreſ- 
fions of Nature in behalf of Vertue, and 
imperceptible Influences of Providence. Who 
was ever more unlikely than Balaam to 
ſpeak worthy, honourable things of the 


true God, the great Fehovab? His profeſs'd 


Buſineſs, his ſtanding Diſpoſition, his out- 
ward Circumſtances, all looked the other 
way. As a Sorcerer, he was liſted into the 
Service of a very different Maſter, that is, 
the Devil, and the falling down to worſhip 
him promis'd no future Adorations of the 
Deity. As he was a fond Lover of filthy 
Lucre, he lay expos'd to all manner of E- 
vil, and to the vileſt Impreſſions. And if 
we conſider his Proceedings, when he was 
tempted by the high and mighty Ones of the 
Earth, to reproach Heaven, and bid Defi- 
ance to the Name and to the Church of 
God, how he reliſh'd the Promiſe of being 


promoted to great Honour, and of having 


done for him whatſoever he ſhould deſire, 


how forward to cloſe with the Demands of 
the King and Princes of Midian, how car- 
neſt to fulfil them; there ſeemꝭd to be no 
Earneſt given of After-Speeches in behalf 
of the God and the People of Iſrael. And 
yet ſuch were uttered by the very Lips 
which were bribed to blaſpheme! They ex- 


| pected a Curſe, and behold a Bleſſing. As 


if the Man had took his Leave of Magick, 
ſnook 
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ſhook Hands with Avarice, and deſpis'd as 
well the Reſentments of the King and Prin- 
ces as the Riches which they had offered 
and he coveted; in the Preſence and to the 
Confuſion of them all, he rates up his bold 
Parable, and ſays, Balak hath brought me 
from Aram, out of the Mountain of the Eaſt, 
ſaying, Curſe me Jacob, aud come defy Iſrael. 
How ſhall I curſe whom God bath not curſed 2 
or how ſhall I defy whom God hath not defy- 
ed? For from the top of the Rocks ] ſee him, 
who can count the Duſt of Jacob, and the 
Number of the fourth part of Iſrael, Let me 
die the Death of the Righteous, &c. That 
is, © Theſe Men have the true Religion, 
« and the true God on their Side, and 'tis 


beyond the Power of Men or Devils to 


« harm them, whilſt they are Followers 
« of that which is good. As much as his 
Heart was ſet upon the Vages of Unrighte- 
buſneſs, we ſee, before, he durſt not gowith 
thoſe that brought em, till the Lord ſaid, 
Go, no, not for an Houſe full of Gold and 
Silver. And as perverſe as his ways were 
before the Lord, when he did go, his Ex- 
preſſions were honeſt. To with himſelf in 
the Circumſtances of the Rich and Noble, 
that he might live and die like them, would 


have been a complimental Strain before 


thoſe that were ſo, but Balaam did not 
drop it upon the inviting Occaſion, being 
too much a Divine at that time to be 4 

| Courtter, 
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Courtier. The Righteous, the Righteous, they 
are the only Happy, both living and dying, 
in his Account, upon ſecond Thoughts, and 
a true eſtimate of Things and Perſons, 
And the ſame have been the Confeſſions 
of the moſt Extravagant, when Solitude has 
compos'd them into Seriouſneſs and Refle- 
ction; when Afifion has reQifyed their 
Sight which before was dazled by earthly 
Splendours ; when Sickneſs by its cold 
Damps has allay'd and appal'd the fluſh of 


Spirits, the Gayety of their Tempers; 


when approaching Death, by its gloomy 
Shadows, has drawn an humbling Veil o- 
ver the Kingdoms of the World, and the 
Glory of them. In theſe undeceiving Cir- 
cumſtances Reaſofl appears like it ſelf, open 
to Conviction ,, no longer clog'd with Pre- 
judice and Unſincerity; and the Comforts 
of Religion, when wanted, are acknow- 
ledged. They can feel the Finger of God 
in their Wounds, and fee his Strength in 
their Weakneſs. They can whine for their 
Follies, when ſummon'd to give an Account 
of them, and admoniſh their ſurviving 
Friends of taking wiſer Meaſures, of making 
it the main Study of their Lives, how to 
live and how to die. 

Thus Vice it ſelf, if we wait a while, 
ſhall. be heard loud enough on the ſide of 
Vertue; and there is a Seaſon, when we 
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may meet with Self-denials out of Religion 
as well as in it. | 
Another Obſervation we may gather 
immediately from the Text 1s, that there 
is a State of Rewards after Death reſerv'd 
for all righteous and blameleſs Souls. This 
is a familiar Doctrine of the New Teſtament, 
and, I think, an expreſs one of the Old, at 
leaſt deducible from it. According to the 
Articles f our Church, They are not to be 
heard, who feign that the Antient Fathers 
looked only for temporary Promiſes. It is 
evident, they look'd farther, even to 4 ber- 
ter Country than Canaan it ſelf, from that 
ſingle Argument of our Sayiour wherewith 
he encountred the Sadduces, and on which 
the Author to the Hebrews ſo largely infi- 
ſted after him, namely, God's not imparting 
any extraordinary Benefits to the Patriarc ho 
in this Life, after repeated Aſſurances of the 
greateſt Favour towards them. For ſince 
he is faithful who promiſed, and yet did 
not perform Here what he had promis'd, it 
follows, he adjourn'd the Performance of it 
to Hereafter: And this, no doubt, their 
Faith had for its Object, which is deſcrib'd 
the Subſtance of Things hoped for, the Evi- 
dence of things not ſeen. 
For Confirmation hereof I might ,r 


r 
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and to St. Paul's Apology ; of whom the 
latter 
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latter grounds his Hope of the Promiſe upon 
the Antient Scriptures, and the former, the Luk. 18. 
no-neceſlity of farther Advertiſement tou- 
ching the Place of Torment. And let me 
add, that had not the Sanctions of God's 
Covenant with his People took in the Re- 
compences of the Future World , there 
would be no accounting for a Phariſes s Acts 23. 8. 
Creed, wherein thoſe made an Article. Their 
Eyes had no larger Proportions of Grace to 
enlighten them than other Mens, and yet 
they were ſtrong enough to ſee into Eer- 
nity. And what enabled them for this, but 
the Law it ſelf, the legible Characters of 
Eternity in its Promiſes and Threatnings ? 
Balaam ſeems to have been preaching the 
ſame Doctrine to the Heathen, that Moſes 
and the other Prophets did to the Fews. 
Some learned Men indeed on the one hand Grow. in 
ſuppoſe, he referr'd to the temporal Bleſ. Loe. 
ſings of the Jewiſh Diſpenſation; imagi- 
ning that *twas their o5jerv'd Deliverance 
from violent and untimely Deaths that prom- 
pted him to ſuch a Rapture, ſuch a Deſire 
of partaking with them in their appointed 
Portion. Others on the contrary would 
make out of the Text an early Authority 
for the Point of 2 Reſurrection; preſumingNumb. 24; 
that while he propheſied of Chri/t and his“ 
Dominion, he could not here mention the 
lait End of the Righteous, without having 
his Eye upon the Glories of the riſing Body, 
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which the firſt Exerciſe of his Dominion 
made way for, by triumphing over Hell 
and the Grave. But both ſorts of Interpre- 
ters allow the Words to carry in them the 
Proſpect of eternal Bleſſedneſs. To be ſure, 
in their higher Drift and Intendment, they 
mean not any thing ſhort of Immortality. 
To die the death of the Righteous muſt by 
natural Conſtruction ſignify. to die in the 
ſame Circumſtances of Advantage with him; 
and one of thoſe Circumſtances is an Hope 
full of Immortality. The other Expreſſion 
of having our la#t End like his, is equiva- 
lent to and exegetical of the former, and 
reſpeds the ſame Lot or Portion hereafter. 
However nothing makes this lat End, con- 
ſidered in the firſt Senſe, truly deſirable but 
the attending Conviction of being for ever 
happy. = 

1260 he came by the Perſuaſion, as to a 
future State, need not be long a Queſtion. 
Ihe irregular State of this World, a little 
reflected on in conjunction with the Divine 
Juſtice, would have help'd him to conclude 
for the Being of another, wherein theſe Ir- 
regularities ſhall be made up. But the good 
Thought may well be put to the Account 
of the Divine Inſpiration he was then under. 

Fifthly and laſtly, we may obſerve in 
Balaam an early inſtance of human Frailty, 
conſiſting in lazy Reflections on the better 


part, and a verbal Piety. 


-5 Let 
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Let me be embark'd in Iſrael's bottom, 
was his Wiſh, but hardly to be call'd a 
good one, becauſe if it came from the Heart, 
it made no Impreſſion on it. What ap- 
pear'd ſo deſirable, he could not but deſire; 
but therr it was after ſuch a manner, as if 
he expected the thing defired ſhould ob- 
trude it ſelf upon him. For at the very 
time that he was for dying like the Righ- 
teous, he was actually living as the Wicked 
do. Mammon had his Affections, and Ba- 
lak his Conſcience; and tho' on every re- 
newal of Temptation he had recourſe to 


God, yet he did ſo more out of hopes of 


bringing the Divine Will over to his own, 
than out of a Propoſal to conſult it and act 
r 

This was the Error and Folly of Ba- 
laam; and alas how many run after it with 
greedineſs! How often do Men entertain a 
faint breathing after Vertue and Happineſs, 
and perhaps draw it out to a cold Prayer 
that God would make 'em better now, in 
order to be happy hereafter, without ad- 
vancing one ſtep themſelves toward the 
means of Grace that would make them 
both? But what an abſurdity is this, to 
commit Sin with a Wiſh in our Mouths 
that we did not commit it; to neglect our 
Duty, and at the ſame time wiſh we were 
a a performing of it! Such ſtrange Conduct I 


can compare to nothing fo properly as to 
1 the 
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the humour of a Man that wants to be at 
ſuch or ſuch a place, and yet never moves 
after it but in Imagination, The naked Eſti- 
mation of eternal Life is mere Neceſſity. 
Nature without Grace carries out the Soul 
thus far. The vertuous Choice lies m the 


active part, in aſking what ſhall I do to be 


ſaved, *Tis ſaid of the Iſraelites, they de- 
(pid the pleaſant Land of Canaan, and 
why, but becauſe they were contented with 
it in Idea? For abſolutely ſpeaking, they 
could not deſpiſe what was the Glory of all 
Lands, or the World's Paradiſe : They on- 


ly acted as if they did, whilſt they hung 


back in Suſpence and Scruple, complaining 
of the diſtance, of the Wilderneſs that was 
to be pals'd thro*, of the Enemies that were 
to be encounter'd, before they could enter 
into God's Reſt and their own. - And accor- 
dingly our Affection for Heaven muſt be 


meaſur'd by our ſtriving for admiſſion into 
it. If valued and reſpected as it ought, it 


will excite and direct our Endeavours in 
that order, and that meaſure which is pro- 
portionable to its Excellency, and the diffi- 
culties of. obtaining it. 

Theſe are the Reflections that naturally 


ariſe from this inſtructive Hiſtory, It is 
now time to apply them for the Improve- 


ment of Life and Manners. 
And firſt, is the greateſt Safety to be had 
| under the Divine Protection? Let us then 


take 
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take Sanctuary there, upon all Occaſions. 
Such 1s the In ufficiency and Deceitfulneſs of 
all human Supports, that if we lean too 
much upon them, inſtead of a Staff in the 
Hand, they will prove a Splinter in the El- 
bow. Falſe Hearts and broken Vows are 
every Day's Complaint ; and where Preten- 
ſions are anſwer'd, Viciflitude and Morta- 
lity come in to our Diſappointment. But 


if God be made our Friend, he approves 


himſelf ſuch to all the Intents and Purpoſes 
of that Relation. He is not a Man that he 


ſhould lie, or raiſe Hopes which he- never 
means to ſatisfy, He is a preſent Help in 
Trouble. He can arreſt the giddy Wheel 


of Fortune by the ſtrong Hand of his Om- 
nipotence, and he vi make Perſons, Sea- 
ſons, Circumſtances, every thing, ſmile up- 


on all our Labours. 
And now where there is a natural De- 


pendence, there ought to be a moral one ; 
a Dependence of Mind ſure ſhould follow 
that of b r 

2. Is the Profeſſion of the true Religion 
ſeconded with an anſwerable Practice, the 
beſt Title to the Divine Protection- Let us 
then bleſs Providence for calling us to the 
one, and ſee that we abound in the other. 
The Church of God is as much Heaven's 
Beloved now as it was ever. The holy An- 


gels, thoſe Tutelar Miniſters of Salvation, 


with much Concern pitch their Tents round 
I 3 about 
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about it; and the Lord Chriſt, the Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith, is with it always 
even to the end of the World. The Ba- 
laams and Balaks therefore of the Times 
may club their wicked Devices, and put in 
Practice all the Methods of undermining a- 
gainſt the Children of Sion; nay they ma 
intereſt Hell in their vile Cauſe, and call 
upon the Powers of Darkneſs for Aſſiſtance. 
But they ſhall have no great Comfort in 
their Projects. None of their ſtrain'd In- 
ventions can be effectual againſt Jacob, none 
of their Arts of Ruin influential upon I/ 
rael, as long as theſe hold faſt their Inte- 
grity and the Divine Favour with it. Sin 
alone will provoke the Almighty from his 
ſafe-guarding Poſt, and cauſe him to. ſay, 
Amos 6. 8. I abhor the Excelleney of Jacob, and hate 
Hi,; Palaces. | 
And how ſhould theſe Conſiderations at 
once work upon our Gratitude, and alarm 
up our Circumſpection? What a Bleſſing 
is it to be born and bred within the Pale of 
Chriſtianity, whereon the Light of God's 
Countenance reſts? And how can we e- 
nough love and magnify, and adore, who 
are happy Partakers of it? If our Iniqui- 
ties are the only dangerous things amongſt 
us, who would not caſt them from him, and 
rid his boſom of what might otherwiſe 
ſting him to death? FEE + Þ9 


g So 31s 


BALAAM's Ejaculation. 


3. Is Religion ſooner or later the Object 
of every Man's Efteem and Praiſe ? How 
ſhould this be matter of rejoicing to ſuch 
as have embrac'd it early, and often met 
with {lighting and diſparagement for doing 


ſo? No one that has lived abroad in the 


'World, can need to be told of the Con- 
tempt and Indignities that the Vertuous or- 
dinarily receive from it. Whatever other 
Portion of their Maſter's Croſs they may 
boaſt an Exemption from, that part of it 
they muſt bear and carry after him., But 
then they have a Cordial to take along 
with them, and to make the Road of Life 
tolerable, notwithſtanding all the Dirt that 
Scorn throws in the face of Piety, namely 
this Conſideration, that they go thro' good 
Report as well as bad, Honour as well as 
Diſhonour, and that the bad Report comes 


only from the Bad, from ſuch as do not 


think, from ſuch as will afford a good one, 
whenever they ſhall come to themſelves, 
and to a ſober ſence of things. Even the 
wicked Varlet Balaam was not without his 
relenting mood, his interval of wile Refle- 
ction; and then the Righteous was with him 
more excellent than bis Neighbour ;, then no- 
thing would content him but the Righte- 
ous Man's Death, the Righteous Man's Re- 
ward. Then who was ſo great a God as 
the God of Jacob? What Key of Adora- 
tion too high for the Holy One of Tſrael 2 
We ---: ne 
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And could the Iſraelites, the true Iſraelites, 
in whom there was no Guile, hear of this 
without a Rapture? Muſt it not give them 
Joy unſpeakable to find themſelves applau- 
ded by a very Stranger to the Covenant of 
Promiſe , for performing the Terms and 
Conditions of it; to ſee Iaolatry bending 
to Religion, and an Emiſſary of Darkneſs 
ſeiz d with a Pang of Devotion for the 
Lord of Glory ? And, ſure, like Inſtances 
of Religion's Triumphs will be ever at- 
tended with Impreſſions of this kind. 

The good Expreſſions, occaſionally drop- 
ping from the Mouth of Libertines, and 
the ſtanding Declarations of Penitents in 
favour of that Faith which once they re- 

vil'd, cannot but be conſolatory to all the 
Faithful, ſome amends for the bitter Cup 
that is ſo often filled for them. | 

When Atheiſm ſhrinks and gives back, 
it bids every thing be ſmooth and ſmiling 
about them. And every time an awaken'd 
Sinner has the Juſtice to ſcorn himſelf for 
the Folly of his own Choice, he invites them 
to bleſs God and themſelves for the Wiſdom 
of Theirs. 

In ſhort, there is a deal of Muſick in 
this Reflection to pious Hearts, that how 
unwilling ſoever Men may be to live by the 
ſtrict Rules of the Goſpel, they are much 

more ſo to die in Arms againit it 


And 
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And yet theſe Refreſhments in Hand are 
nothing to the comfortable Proſpect of the 
the laſt Day, that Day of the Revelation of 
the righteous Far of God, when the 
Righteous ſhall ſtand in great boldneſs before 
the Face of ſuch as have afflifted them, and 
made no Account of them or their Labours; 
when the Wicked repenting and groaning 
for Anguiſh, ſhall ſay within themſelves , 
Theſe are they whom we had ſometime in De- 
riſion, and a Proverb of Reproach:;, we Foole 
accounted their Life Madneſs, and their End 
to be without Honour. How are they num- 
ber d with the Children of God, and their 
Lot is among the Saints ! 

4. Was a ſupernatural Illumination vouch- 
ſaf d to a Perſon moſt unworthy of it? Let 
us not then value our ſelves too much up- 
on a more than ordinary Reach of Anow- 
ledge and Underſtanding. Did a Superio- 
rity in Gifts indeed ſuppoſe a Preeminence 
likewiſe in Graces, Self. complacency would 
be too much a thing of Courſe to be a Sin, - 
too much a. piece of Juſtice to be Pride. 
But alas! there is no ſuch neceſſary Con- 
nexion betwixt Perfections intellectual and 
moral. So unregenerate a Man as Balaam 
had his Ecſtaſies and his Viſions, and 
breath'd forth a Prophecy, and that of as 
large a Compaſs as any we find in Scripture, 
Thoſe high Admirations of Iſrael were not Numb. 24. 
the mere Impreſſions of Sence, but reſpe&-s = 

ed 
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ed rather their ſpiritual Eſtate as they were 


2 Church, than their militaty Order and 


Diſcipline as à Camp. So unholy and vile 
a Wretch too as Caidphas, ſpake as he was 
mov id by the Holy Ghoſt. And as the prophe- 
zical Impulſes were given with an undiſtin- 
guiſhing Hand, ſo are natural Endowments, 
If the Spirit comes upon Saul, he muſt 
propheſy. If a Ttuth opens and diſplays it 
ſelf, the Mind cannot but entertain it. There 


are Flaſhes of Light, even as to heavenly 


Things, often darted into the Mind, when 
the Heart is frozen and benumm'd in its 
Affections towards them. And where then 
is boaſting? The Wiſe and Knowing, if 
thus diſpos d, have not half ſo much Rea- 
{on to glory in their Wiſdom as to ſigh 
over the Infirmities that attend it in them. 
But if better inclin'd, they have ſomething 
much more valuable to take Delight in, 
becauſe their Knowledge ſets em but up- 
on a Level with fallen Angels; their Ver- 
tue ranks them with Heaven's Favourites 
here, with Heaven's Inhabitants hereafter. 
Notions, whether Philoſophical or Di- 
vine, are good in themſelves, as Notions, 
and ſo not to be deſpis'd ; but they 
are no farther good to us, than as they 
make us better Men or Chriſtians, and fo 
our reaſonable Satisfaction in Them bears 
Proportion to their practical Influence upon 
Us. In ſhort, he that bolds the Truth in 
; | Un- 
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Unrighteouſneſs is no more to be admir'd 
for his bright Speculations, or deep Inſight 
into Goſpel-Myſteries, than Fer, which re- 
tains its Hue and Blackneſs ſtill, is for ſbi- 
ning, when the Light falls upon it. 

5. Were there ill Men among the Pro- 
phets of God? How ſhould this abate our 
Wonder, whenever we find one among the 
Miniſters » 4 Chriſt, and our Scruples too, 
as to Edification from him? The Diſcove- 
ry, I confeſs, is ſad enough; for every 
Weed looketh worſt in Hallowed Ground. 
But then the Impreſſion it ought to make 
is only that of Pity. His Impieties cannot 
hurt us, who are not to anſwer for them, 
our Complaints may. 

Did the Doctrine neceſſarily receive a 
Tincture from the Practice, or the Vertue 
of the miniſterial Powers depend upon the 
Holineſs of the Perſon miniſtring, the li- 
ving under ſuch a Teacher would be the 
moſt terrible of Judgments. But what ſays 
St. Auguſtine in Oppoſition to the Donatiſts 2 
A foul Hand may ſow good Seed. What 
our Saviour, by way of Precept to his Diſ- 
ciples? The Phariſees fit in Moſes's Chair; 
all therefore they bid you obſerve, that ob- 
ſerve and do. And if any thing can en- 
force ſuch Authorities, *tis a Remark on 
the Perſon in the Text, who would not or 
could not falſify the Divine Dictates impreſt 


upon the Mind, how inconſiſtent ſoever 


with 
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with his Intereſt, his Reputation and his 
Conduct. He facrific'd indeed from one 
Place to another, to try whether Heaven 
might not by thoſe religious Performances 
be brib'd into a Compliance; but ſtill this 
was his Language, and he kept to it inva- 
riably at the very Altars of Baal, The word 
that God putteth into my Mouth, that will I 
ſpeak. And when the Beaſt he rode upon 
rebuked him, we know it was for his Pra- 
ice, not his Doctrine. Perſonal Defects 
then do not prejudice an Act of Office, nor 
does a Corrupt Behaviour bring after it of 
Courſe Inſtructions like it ſelf. If the 
Commiſſion be good, the Execution of it is 
ſo too, to the Uſe of edifying, ſo as to ad. 
miniſter Grace unto the Hearers. 

6. Is the Death of the Righteous an in- 
let into eternal Bleſſedneſs? Let it then be- 
come our conſtant Meditation, as it was Ba- 

laam s upon Occaſion, I know no Subject 
more impreſſive and affecting, if made fa- 
miliar and habitual. He no ſooner took it 
up but laid it down; it was too ſerious and 
devout a Theme for his worldly Spirit to 
dwell on; otherwiſe it might have won 
him over a Convert to the true Religion, 
and put him into a Capacity of dying like 
the Righteous, and living with them for e- 
ver. If we would but bend and oblige our 
Thoughts to the Contemplation of it, the 


Reliſh of earthly Things would ſoon grow 
dull 
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dull upon our Hands, and our Affections 
mount above groveling Mortality, to the 
Place where God dwelleth in Glory. For 
Heaven is our Treaſure, and we want only 
to conſider that it is ſo, in Order to an 
haſtening after it. For where our true 
Treaſure is known to be, there will our 
Hearts be alſo. | 
7. And laſtly, Is there no Account to be 
found in a lazy wiſhing for the death' and 
latter End, the Lot and Portion of the Righ- 
teous? Let us then proceed from Deſires to 


Endeavours, and work out our Salvation 


with Fear and Trembling. Balaam himſelf, 
tho' not as a Devorioniſt, yet as a Worldling, 
has ſet us a Precedent of Induſtry and Ap- 
plication. He laid himſelf out on his baſe 
Deſigns, and tried all Ways and Means, 
that had the leaſt ſeeming Tendency to 
accompliſh them. And ſhall not we do as 
much or more for the eternal Riches ? Shall 
the Children of this World ever have it in 
their Power to upbraid our dull Delays and 
cold Indifferency, by their warm Purſuits 
after ſinful Pleaſures that are but for a 
Seaſon, and the Meat that periſheth in the u- 
ſing? O let us draw out all our active 
Powers for the Chriſtian Warfare, fight 4 
good Fight, and keep the Faith; ſo ſhall we 
dye indeed the Death of the Righteous, and 
our latter End be like his. 


EL1JAH's 
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1 KINGS xix. 4. 

And he requeſted for himſelf that he 
might die, and ſaid, It 3s enough ; 
Now, O Lord, take away my Life, 
for I am not better than my Fa- 
thers. | 


Melancholy Requeſ? indeed, and ſuch 
as it is not every body that would put 
up at the Throne of Grace ! For Light is 

kerle. ſweet, by the Confeſſion of one that pro- 
11.79, nounc'd All beſides Vanity and Vexation; 
and a pleaſant thing it is to behold the Sun, 
even to the mortifyed Eye that is not de- 
lighted with beholding any thing elſe. 
Touth triumphs becauſe of its probable Di- 
ſtance from, and Age hates it ſelf upon the 
Account of its certain Neighbourhood to, 
Eccles. the Grave. They that are at reſt in their 
11 1 Poſſeſſions have nothing to trouble them but 
the Remembrance of Death, and the Daugh- 
ters of Afiifion find nothing ſo troubleſome, 

at leaſt ſo natural, as the Fear of it. 


Not 


EL1an's Supplication. 

Not but that ſome have in a great Mea- 
ſure overcome this Averſion and Fear, and 
fain would die, but then it is not for dy- 
ing ſake ; and that which enabled *em for 
the Conqueſt muſt be either their Afflicti- 
on, or the ſame Principle whereby they o- 
vercome the M orld, to wit, their Faith. And 
hence we might have accounted for Elijab's 
Prayer, tho' we knew nothing of his Hi- 
ſtory, concluding that he found but wretch- 
ed Quarter in this World, or elfe he had 
never ſolicited a Remove into another. 

This in truth was his Cafe, Being a 
faithful Champion of the true Religion, he 
met with all the Menaces and Struggles , 


Difficulties and Oppoſition that powerful 


Impiety could offer. Four hundred and 
fifty Prophets of Baal encounter'd him with 
their wicked Superſtitions, the Court went 
into the corrupt Intereſt, and the People 
followed. Ahab by his Idolatry had trou- 
bled Iſrael, drawing a ſore Famine and o- 
ther vindictive Judgments upon that Nation, 
yet had he the Heart and the Face to ſhift 
off the blame of thoſe Events from guilty 
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Self, and charge them on the great Aſſer⸗ 
tor of Piety: Art thou be that troubleth If 1 Kings 8. 
rael ! The foul Slur Ekjah endeavour'd td“ 


wipe off by intereſting Omnipotence in his 
Vindication. The 1 of Fire from 
Heaven ſerv'd at once to confound the Pro- 


phets and convince the People, that the 
Lord 
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Lord he was God, the Lord he was God, 
The ſudden Deſtruction of them was an 
exemplary Terror to awe Men out of their 
Idolatry; and the mighty Rain he fetch'd 
from the Clouds for their Refreſhment, a 
Paternal Bleſſing to win them into the Wor- 
ſhip of the Great Jehovah. But none of 
theſe aſtoniſhing Things, when the Sur- 
prize went off, left any religious Impreſ- 
fion, where the Influence ſhould have be- 
gun in order to a general Reformation. As 
Abab had before reproach'd,, ſo Fezabel 
now threatned. Miracle was anſwer'd with 
Bravado's, and all his Divine Errands of 
Vengeance and of Mercy drew back no o- 
ther Meſſage than this, So let the Gods do 
to me and more alſo, if I make not thy Life 
as the Life of one of them by to morrow at 
this time. So true it is, the moſt timerous 
are generally the moſt ſavage ; and that 
nothing 1s ſo forward to apply to Rigour 
and Severity in a Caſe of Danger as Female 
Weakneſs. Hereupon taking it for gran- 
ted his living any longer would be of no 
Service to Religion, he requeſted for him- 


ſelf that he might die, and ſaid, It is e- 


nough, now, O Lord, take away my Life, for 


I amnot better than my Fathers. 


This Conduct in the Text, tho? of a 


mix'd Nature, and not imitable in the 


whole, yet is very inſtructive, and Matter 


for Caution, where it is not a Rule for 


Practice. . His 


q 
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His Calls for Death doubtleſs were too 
eager and importunate. The Occaſion, tho 
ſad enough of all Conſcience, could not 
excufe, nor his former Righteouſneſs cover 
the Guilt of them. There was not ſuffi- 
cient Conſideration had of the awefulneſs 
of Death on the one Hand, nor of the va- 
lue of Life on the other. The Former, as 
it is an Evil not to be anxiouſly dreaded , 
ſo neither is it an Object to be paſſionately 
fought for. Tho' made nothing of in ordi- 
nary Diſcourſe, yet, believe me, tis a ſolemn 
thing under every Aſpect, and deſerves a ſeri- 
ous Thought, as it is often a Stage of tedious 
Pain and Agony, as it is always the Penalty 
of Sin, as it is a Paſſage into that my/teri- 
ous Quarter, Eternity; as it denotes a tem- 
porary Divorce of Soul and Body, which 
are ſo intimately united, and as it implies 
a laſting Change of Companies, Conditions, 
Worlds. Where there is ſo much Signifi- 
cance included, there cannot he too much 
Regard paid. And what are the Laws of 
Self-preſervation, and Inſtincts of Nature, 
but ſecret Warnings not to fall in love with 
Mortality? What is the untryed Condition 
of Separation, but an Argument to keep us 
off from courting it? And as for Life, 
what can be more precious and deſirable? 
Doth not Providence make it Its Care, and 
the Scripture Its Reward? Is not a long 
one promis'd to Godlineſs, and a ſhort one 
_ 451 22.0 threatned 


ELijan's Supplication. 

threatned to Diſobedience? Is it not the 
Foundation of all the temporal Comforts we 
enjoy, and uſed as an Emblem of all the 
endleſs Bleſſings we hope for? Is it not a 
bleſſed Opportunity for Vertue, and an ex- 
cellent Preparative to Glory? Hence it was 
that the Pſalmiſt made this, take me not a- 
way in the midſt of mine Age, the Subject- 
Matter of his Petition; and our Saviour 
this, that the Cup of his Paſſion, if it were 
poſſible, might paſs from him. Hence it was 


that Hezekiah could not bear the Sound of 


Set thy Houſe in order, &c. And Feſus 
would not pray his Father to take the Diſci- 
ples out of the World, altho* perſecuted and 
hated in it. Hence it was that St. Paul 
made it but his Deſire, not his Prayer, zo 
be diſſolb d, tho' it was in Order to be with 
Chriſt ;, and when Simeon breathed out Lord 
now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace, for 
mine Lyes have ſeen thy Salvation, he took 
Care to add, according to thy Word, groun- 
ding all his Confidence upon the Divine 
Revelation touching the time of his Depar- 
ture hence. 

This ſupplicating for Death was a Sin- 
gularity in Elijab, and by no means a Ver- 
tue. He ſhould have went no farther than 
a Wiſh, nor troubled Heaven with his Im- 
portunities. But ſtill he is to be commend- 
ed for that he went no farther than he did, 
and becauſe he only requeſted for bimſelf 
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that be might die. With the antient Ro- 
mans, Self-Murder look'd a little plauſible 
in the Theory, and was ſomewhat fami- 
liar too in the Practick. The Srtoicks, a 
Z wiſe Se&, but yet over-run with Sullen- 
neſs, reaſon d for't; declaring it to be an u- 
niverſal Remedy that Nature had put into 
their Hands, whereby to ſpight and be even 
with a froward Deſtiny. And *twas not a 
few that had recourſe to the Preſcription, 
upon great, or even {light Occaſions: To 
ſay nothing of the unhappy Lucretia of old, 
that with a kind of modeſt haſte run upon 
this deſperate Expedient for the clearing up 
the Credit of her injur'd Innocence; Zeno, 
the Founder of that Sect, exemplify'd his Laerr. |. 3. 
own Doctrine, and that upon a moſt un- 
manly Score , to pacify the Pain of a bro- 
ken Finger, With more Deliberation Cato 
ated up to his Philoſophy; and Seneca had 
done ſo too, he tells us in one of his Fhi- 
les, but for the Regard he bore to his a- 
ged Father and other Relations, that might 
not have ſo well digeſted the untimely 
Farewel. Even Brutus, that had been once % life 
as loud in his Cenſures of Cato, as the lat-of Brut. 
ter was in his Commendations, yet falling in. 
to the ſame Circumſtances he ventur'd on 
the ſame Liberty in order to get clear of 
them. | 
Nay Scripture-Story has Inſtances, as 
well as Pagan. Saul and his Armour-bea- 
* K 2 rer 
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1Sam. 31. S. rer flew into the Embraces of Death, that 


1 Kings 16. 
18. 


Judg. 16. 
29. 


they might not fall into the Hands of the 
Philiſtines. The Rebel Zimri made the 
Flames his Reſort from the Vengeance of 
victorious Loyalty; and holy Sampſon the 
Ruin of an Houſe his Sanctuary from the 


Sport of wanton Cruelty. 


But Elijah was of another Spirit, and 
could not be induc'd by the moſt tragical 
Proſpects to ſhut up the Scene of Life with 
his own Hands. He had as lively an Idea 
of jdolatrous Bigotry and hoſtile Malice as 
other Men, and was as loath to fall under 
the Power of either. But both together 
ſeem'd more tolerable than the Shame and 
Guilt of an haſty Eſcape from them by 
ſtealing out of Being. Even the little 
Worm, that does but crawl over the Stage 


of Life, has a buſy part to act on it, and 


ſhe muſt not offer to depart, leaving it un- 
finiſh'd. Much leſs may Man, the ſome- 
what bigger Worm of the two, force his 


Exit in an Humour. No, we are lifted, 


as Pythagoras long ſince obſerv'd, under the 
great General God, and fo all Diſcharges 
muſt come from the Court of his Provi- 
dence. - And 'till they do, it is our Poſt to 


meet and ſuſtain the awful Looks of a co- 


ming Danger, like Men of Battle, not to 
ſtart and fly from them like Cowards. | 
This Servant of God therefore, as glad 

as he would have been if he had found the 
Grave, 
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Grave, would not ſeek a reſting Place there 
without a Warrant. 

The Heathen might well bid the World 
good night abruptly, whenever it had of- 
fended them , having but ſmall Grounds, 
the Uncertainty of a Peradventure, to ex- 

another, where they ſhould meet with 
a cold Reception in requital. But with o- 
ther Jewiſh Worthies he foreſaw, tho* afar 
off, a Fudgment to come, and a State of Im- 
mortality; and this Belief kept him to his 
good Behaviour, making him wait Nature's 
Call and the Almighty's Leiſure for his 
Diſmiſſion out of This. He had no 
Thoughts of deſerting his Colours, or flin- 
ching from his Duty; but only tried the 
Force of Prayer to the utmoſt, and like a 
diſabled Soldier beg d a Releaſe with Tears 
in his Eyes eloquent and moving beyond 
Expreſſion. 

Indeed I cannot find any Colour for an 
Argument in behalf of Seh murder, either 
from Scripture or Nature, whatever Lipſſus 
might do that bluſhes not to favour it. I'm 


perſuaded he better conn'd Stoiciſin than1, z. 


Revelation; and when a Doctor of our own 
beſtow'd his Pains in recommending a more 
hopeful Judgment than 1s uſually paſs'd on 
thoſe who lay violent Hands upon them- 
ſelves, his Charity was only too ſtrong for 
his Reaſon, The Examples thereof in 
Scripture, we are ſure, are of ſuch Perſons 
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as either had been before abandon'd by the 


Spirit of God, or acted by virtue of an im- 
mediate Commiſſion from him. Saul and 


Judas fall under the firſt Character. And 


Aug. deCi- as for Sampſon, moſt Writers, with St. Au- 


vit. Dei, 
L 2. c. 21. 


uſtin at the head of them, aſcribe what 
15 did to a particular Divine Impulſe; a 
thing ſometimes vouchſafed under the Jew- 


iſh Diſpenſation, and no doubt at that time, 


becauſe otherwiſe a miraculous Power had 


hardly ſeconded him in it. And therefore 


Chriſtians muſt beware of building too much 
on Fact. Till they can plead a Divine Im- 
preſſion for repeating it, or promiſe them- 
ſelves a quiet Annihilation after it, I would 
beg them for the ſake of their poor Souls 
to let Providence have its courſe, and not 
hurry them out of thoſe Bodies they are ſo 


unfit to leave. Seneca is for driving out 
that troubleſom Inhabitant within us, when 


it makes us too ſenſible of our Unhappi- 
neſs ; but he had uſed it more courteouſly, 
had he known how much more troubleſom 
it would be after 1ts remove, But to 
proceed. 4 

Again, his Requeſt, if allowable in it ſelf, 
was vet too abſolute and unreſerved. It 
ſeem d not to carry with it Deference enough 


and Reſignation to the Divine Pleaſure, 


Nothing would ſerve him but he muſt die 
by the Hand of him that form'd him into 
Life. He ſpoke not in the Stile of Mo- 

2 deſty 
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deſty F If it ſeemeth good unto thee ] but 
with the Aſſurance of common Beggars that 
cry with an unceremonious Roughneſs, give 
me this or that. He aſk'd God's Leave in- 
deed, but took him not into his Counſels. 
In our Saviour we have a moſt perfect Pat- 


tern of Submiſhon under the harftheſt and 


moſt difficult Circumſtances. Father, if 
thou be willing, remove this Cup from me 
nevertheleſs not my Will but thine be done. 
The Words do not more ſpeak him a Man 
of like Paſſions with us than an obedient 
Servant of Providence. Nature recoiling 
at the Apprehenſion of the approaching A- 
gony would fain have been excus'd, and ſo 
put him upon a Deprecation; but then 
Grace dictated it, and he ſupplicated upon 
his bended Knees that his Father would 
not liſten to the innocent Language of his 
natural Fears and Deſires, to the Diſap- 
pointment of the Divine Intentions. Eli- 
jah on the contrary addreſſes with a kind of 
rude and familiar Peremptorineſs, ſaying, 
O Lord, take away my Life, as if Heaven 
had no Negative in the Caſe. He affected 
to be Maſter of his own Perſon, and would 


not refer himſelf to the Wiſdom of God, 


whether or no he ſaw his Choice convent- 
ent for him and the Ends of Government. 
But his Application, altho' eee in 
its Circumſtances, was generous in its Prin- 
ciple. It proceeded from a Zeal for God's 

K 4 Glory 
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Glory rather than from a Concern for Per- 
ſonal Eaſe. 

When a Man turns his back upon Lite, 
Pride, Diſcontent and Cowardiſe, one or 
all of theſe, are generally the Reaſons. If 
he be a Stateſman, tis becauſe he has not 
been ſuffered to ſwagger in the Head of 
Men and of Affairs, has not been gratified 
to the utmoſt Lengths of his towring Am- 
bition, has felt invidious Competitions and 
mortal Diſappointments. He can't away 
with a dependent Acting, nor truckle under 
the Directions of others, and therefore quits 
the Stage out of Pet and Diſguſt. If he be 
an inferiour Perſon, tis upon the account 
of ſome ſtrange Rub in point of Fortune, or 
ſenſible Blow upon Reputation. Either he 
could never get above Obſcurity, or he has 
been remarkable both in his Riſe and in his 
Falls from Greatneſs ; or he has been irre- 
parably wounded in the moſt tender Inte- 
reſt, that of his good Name and Honour. 
And ſo reflecting upon his own fad and mi- 
ſerable Caſe in all its real and imaginary 
Horror, he can bear up no longer, but 
ſinks with Anguiſh, and in the Bitterneſs of 
his Soul puts an end to his Days that he 
may to Reflection too. Such ſpiritleſs 
Wretches were the Self- murderers above- 
mention'd. The Stream of the Times run 
againſt them, and for fear of being over- 
whelm d, they haſtily got on Shore *. ” 

an 
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Land of Forgetfulneſs. And what caſt Jo- 
nah into dying Reſolutions but the Loſs of 
his dearly beloved Govrd? What Fob into 
bitter Execrations upon the Day of his 
Birth, but the Pungency of thoſe Miſeries 
that befel him afterwards. What provok'd 
Acbitophel to throw up his Exiſtence in fo 
fooliſh and ridiculous a manner, but the 
publick Diſparagement of his Wiſdom 2 He 
that had been once allowed to ſpeak as the 
Oracle of God, could not out- live the Diſ- 
grace of being out- top d at the Cabinet. 
When he ſaw the deſtructive Flattery of a 
new Courtier had got Ab ſalom's Ear, ſo as 
to defeat the ſafe Advice of an old Counſel- 
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ter the next from Shame and Infamy. 
But fo far was Elijab from offering to 
fence off Trouble and Uneaſineſs by any 
Act of Violence committed on himſelf, that 
he requeſted to die only out of Deſpair of 
doing good in his Life. Self may juſtly 
be an under-motive in any Caſe, and Chari- 
ty muſt conclude, it had. no more than a 
remote Intereſt in the preſent Ejaculation, 
It is enough, was the Enforcement of it, and 
the Import of that Phraſe can be no other 
than this: © I have exerted my ſelf to the 


23. 


full in che dear Cauſe of Religion, and 


« would exert my ſelf ſtill, but that I am 
« {atished my Preaching would be vain and 
* my Labour loſt upon ſuch a Nation as 

6« thus; 


135 EL1jan's Supplication. 
| « this, ſo wicked and incorrigible. I have 
« been a long while ſtriking at Idolatry, 
and yet the ſtubborn Root of Bitternefs 
« thrives and flouriſhes, and it cannot but 
« do fo, ſo long as it has the Smiles and 
“ Sun-ſhine of the Court to nurſe and che- 
4 riſhit, What then can I do more for my 
« God or the Honour of his Name? I can 
« ſay, I have fought a good Fight; and 
“ ſince the Battel is not to the Active, nor 
« Succeſs to the Diligent, I wiſh I might 
“ ſay, I have finiſhed my Courſe, It is e- 
“ nough, it is high time to lay down my 
« Arms and give over, when I bear 'em 
« but in dan. 

Such Reaſoning ſeems to be couch'd un- 
der the Speech in Little, and other Paſſages 
in the Hiſtory make it preſumable it was 

x King, 18.Þis. The ſbewing himſelf” unto Ahab, as the 
15. Lord commanded him, argued his Fealouſy 
for the Lord of Hoſts, and that he could 
confront Power and look Perils in the Face. 
The withdrawing into a Cave, when he 
ſhould have proceeded in his Journey for 
the Converſion of Iſrael , implied his De- 
ſpondency, and that he look'd upon it as 
unfeaſible. His Defence too of that 
Retreat, in theſe Words, The Children 
of Ifrael have forſaken thy Covenant, 
thrown down Thy Altars, and ſlain thy 
Prophets with the Sword, and I even 1 
only am left, and they ſeek my Life to 


take 
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take it away, looketh the ſame way, and 
contains a ſtrong Preſumption of future 
Miſcarriage and Diſappointment. Whence 
it follows. undeniably, twas his Trouble, 
to ſee the true Worſhip under Frown and 
Diſcountenance that begot in him this ve- 
hement Deſire of ſhutting his Eyes for ever, 
not any want of Courage and Bravery to 
eſpouſe and appear for it. Whereas too 
many ſtand more in awe of the World than 
of their own Conſciences, and prefer the 
Charge of Sin to the Cenſure of Singulari- 
ty: He as ſolitary as he thought himſelf in 
the Warfare againſt Baal and his potent 
Votaries, manfully ſtood his Ground, and 
would not yield to Menaces and Terrors. 
But yet the filthy Converſation of the Wicked 
vexing bis righteous Soul from day to day, 
He could not forbear crying out with Ear- 
neſtneſs, O that it bad Wings like 2 Dove, 
that it might fly away and be at ret O 
that it might return to God that gave it! 

The ſame Mind was even in the great A- 
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poſtle : He had a doubt upon him which to Phil. r. 
chuſe, Life or Death; but his Deſire was *3: 


rather fix'd upon the Laſt. After ſome 
Contention within himſelf, indeed he did 
chuſe the Former in Duty to God whoſe 
Glory would be promoted, and in Kindneſs 
to the Philippians whoſe Faith would be 
furthered by his Abode in the Fleſh. And 


had Flijab had the ſame encouraging Pro- 
ſpect 
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ſpe& before him in reference to the Mrae- 
lites, there is no doubt but for the Good of 
Souls he would have been a willing Priſo- 
ner much longer in the ſame incommodious 
Earthly Tabernacle. When St. Paul ac- 
knowledges that Deſire, he does not men- 
tion the uneaſy Confinement of his Bonds, 
and the continual Hardſhips of his Condi- 
tion, as the Ground of it, but the expected 
Fruition of Chriſt's Preſence. And we may 
be afſur'd that tho Elijah could not be o- 


ver- fond of his Diſtreſles, yet he had nobler 


Ends in view, when he preſs'd for a Diſſo- 
lution, than a Deliverance from them; e- 
ven the bleſſed Euge of Well done good and 


faithful Servant, and an immediate Admiſ- 
ſion into the Foy of his Lord. | 


Again, the Requeſt was too ſtrict and con- 
fining in point of Time. The very next 
Minute is greedily ſeiz d on as proper for 
its Accompliſhment. Now, O Lord, take 


away my Life, ſays the forward Supplicant, 


as if the Times and the Seaſons were abſo- 
lutely in his own Power, What! Did he 
not know that this was a Right which be- 
long' d unto God, who firſt ſet the Wheels 
of Time a-going, by a kind of facred In- 
cloſure, and that he will not give to ano- 
ther? Was it not enough to alk a Favour, 
but he muſt point out, when 1t ſhould be 
done? When we make our Court to Men 


like our ſelves, we are more reſigning. 
We 
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We ſhould be glad of a preſent Obligation, 
and are prepar'd to give it a thouſand Wel- 
comes; but we do not infiſt upon it. And 
yet here Delays are dangerous, and often 
fruſtrate a kind Intention. Whereas the 
Divine Purpoſes muſt and will ſtand, are 
liable to no Uncertainty, nor capable of a 
Defeat. Now and Hereafter to God are 
both alike, and no Deſign can ſlip through 
the Hands of Omnipotence. It ill became 
Elijab thus to limit his Maker, and ſtraiten 
him up in fulfilling a Petition. 

But however there is room for Pleas and 
Extenuations to come in. Great would 
have been the ill Conſequences of dying by 
the Sword of 7ezabel, and theſe, tis like, 
were then under Reflection. Had this dire 
Event happen d; How would the Adver- 
fries have triumph'd ; how would they a- 
mong the Heathen have flurted at Eljab's 
God, and made a Jeſt of his Divinity? What 
inſulting Speeches and ridiculous Taunts 
would have been vented every where? “With 
e all his loud Pretenſions to a Spirit of Pro- 
4 phecy, this Enthuſiaſtick Fellow could 
c“ not foreſee his own Deſtruction, much leſs 
« guard againſt it. With all his proud Boaſts 
« of Miracles, this pitiful Wonder-worker 


“ could not ſave himſelf, that would have 


* been thought to ſave others. The God 
& whom he ſerved, was not able to deli- 
* yer him out of our Hands, or not at lei- 


« {ure 
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4 ſure to look to his own Votary. The 
« Zealot ſhould have cryed aloud, for per- 
« adventure he ſleeped, and ſhould be tb 
« ked out of his dull Repoſe; or made 
« nearer Approaches, for peradventure he 
« was talking, purſuing or travelling, and 
« ſhould have been whiſper'd in the Ear, 
« jn order to draw off his Attention from 
« Affairs of lefſer Moment. And how 
would ſuch ſatyrical Invectives, in Conjun- 
Aion with the ſurprizing Accident, have 
ſtrengthen'd the Intereſt of Baal, and help'd 
to eſtabliſh it by a Law? No one, after 
this, would have open'd his Mouth in a 
Scoff, or ſet at nought his Prieſts ; but in 
a little time, his Magnificence had been as 
ſacred as that of the Great Goddeſs Diana, 
whom all Aſia and the World worſhip 2d, 
All this, to be ſure, run a-croſs the Pro- 
phet's Thoughts, and diſquieted him above 
Meaſure, when he fpake ſo unadviſedly 
with his Lips. His Heart was hot with- 
in him, and the Fervour of his Zeal broke 
out into an intemperate Fit of Devotion. 
« Now do thou, O Lord, take away my 
« Life, leſt if thou be, as tho' thou hea- 
<« reſt not, I be ſuddenly cut off by thy E- 
« nemies and mine, and ſo commence in 
Cbaradler as well as Perſon, a Subject of 
* Reproach and Laughter to all that are 
* round about me. 


Nor 
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Nor was Piety only at the bottom , but 
Humility too: Otherwiſe he had not made 
ſo Self-diſparaging a Compariſon, and urg d 
it as an Argument in the Caſe. For I am 
not better than my Fathers. The Meaning 
is, The other Prophets that ſtood up for 
thy Great Name with Gallantry and Re- 
“ ſolution, fell a Sacrifice notwithſtanding 
* to Rage and Fury; and what am I that 


* I ſhould have the Credit of ſurviving in 


“ ſpight of them? They were worthier to 
live, and as capable of ſerving thee, no 
doubt, and yet thoſe choſen Veſſels were 
broken to pieces by the Hands of Vio- 
“ lence, To what purpoſe then ſhould I 
« be reſerved? Can I ſupply the Room of 
* {uch glorious Sages and heroick Cham- 
e pions? Can my fingle Example ſtem the 
« Tide of -fpreading Iniquity ; my un-ſe- 
« conded Diſcourſe bring that way of Wor- 
* ſhip which is every where ſpoken againſt 
into vogue and faſhion? Thy Religion lieth 
« gaſping in the Land, and it is next to im- 
« poſhble, my moſt vigorous Efforts ſhould 
give it a Revival. O that I could over- 
come Evil with Good, and ſet on Foot 
« a general Reformation! But fince I can- 
« not, Lord, now let thy Servant depart 
in Peace, and be gathered to his Fathers. 
This Diſpute, as ſuch, Iconfeſs, is faulty, 
but yet humble withal. Indeed it was not 
at all his Buſineſs to argue, but to obey. 
3 5 Being 
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Being ſent on a Divine Errand, he ſhould 
not have pronounc'd it ineffectual, becauſe 
humanly unpromiſing. The ſucceſsleſs At- 
tempts of others ſhould have been no 
damping to his Endeavours. God who 
for wiſe Reaſons, known only to himſelf, 
denied Efficacy to the former, might, for 
ought he knew to the contrary, have as 
good for granting it to the latter. And there- 
fore he was to blame for giving way to fear- 
ful Apprehenſions, and inferring a future 
Miſcarriage from former ones. Notwith- 
ſtanding, ſomething may be ſaid that will 
a little relieve his Credit in this Particu- 


lar. His Apprehenſions ſprang from a poor 


Opinion of himſelf; his Eye was fixt upon 
perſonal Defe&s, and he could not mean to 
fet Bounds to the Power of God. | 

Thus I have illuſtrated Elijab's Car- 
riage in the Text, and the Conſideration of 
it will ſuggeſt to us ſeveral uſeful Infe- 
rences. 

As firſt, It teacheth us that abſolure Per- 
fection in Holineſs and Vertue is not, never 
was, an human Attainment. For as in other 


parts of Scripture we find Hatred join d with 


Devotion in David, Haſtineſs with Meek- 
neſs in Moſes, Peeviſnneſs with Patience in 
Job, Diffidence with Sincerity in the Diſ- 
ciples, and a great Alloy of Intirmities with 


excellent Graces in St. Paul. So here we 


ſee that tho' Elijah was an Inſtance of ex- 
| traordinary 
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traordinary Vertues, he was a Man too 
of like Paſſions with other Mortals. 

Could any thing be more generous and 
noble, [ had almoſt ſaid, meritorious, than 
his faithful Adherence to God's Service, in 


a time of barefac'd Idolatry and prevailing 


Wickedneſs ? Princes did fit and ſpeak a- 
gainſt him, the Multitude laid wait for the 
Righteous, becauſe he was not for their 
Turn, and clean contrary to their Doings, 
His Preſence and Example offended the Vi- 
cious, as the Noon-day-Sun does diſtem- 
per'd Eyes, and fain would they have put out 
the Light which troubled them. But for 
all this, he was bluff and reſolute, and 
would not bend or warp at all from his In- 
tegrity, to meet or ſtrike in with popular 
Humour and Practice. He ſtill obiected to 
their Infamy the tranſereſſmgs of their Educa- 
tion, and their Spight to his Life could not 
take him off from leading it unſuitably to 
theirs. And now is it poſſible any Weak- 
neſſes ſhould find a Place in him that was 
the Strength of Iſrael, and Bulwark of Re- 
ligion? Alas! Even this mighty Hero had 
his Errors and his Frailttes, He rafhly 
pronounces himſelf ſingular in the Worſhip 
of the Lord Fehovah, whenas there were 
left ſeven thouſand that had not bowed 
their Knees unto Baal in Iſrael it ſelf; be- 
ſides the whole Church of 7udab, which 


ſerved God according to the Preſcript of 
L his 
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his holy Law, under the Government of 
good Fehoſapbat. And in Conſequence of 
that uncharitable Conceit inſiſted upon't, 
that Heaven ſhould inſtantly take him, Its 
ſuppos'd only Votary, from off the Earth! 

The Suppoſition was ad, and the Uſe 
he made of it worſe, For had the Un- 
godly been ſo exceedingly numerous, a 
8 Man could the leſs be ſpared, who a- 
lone had it in his Power to feafon human 
Converſe, and refreſh the languid Notions 
of Good and Evil. And could it become 
{ſuch a one, when the World ſo much need- 
ed him, by way of Antidote againſt the 
Poiſon, to get out of it if he could. A 
Retreat at ſuch a time might be Nature's 


Choice, but not a great Soul's, which de- 


lights in hard Services for a ſinking Church, 


and will either bear it up or fall with it. 
Precedents then are never to be truſted; 
and before we make them our Rule, we 
muſt compare them with another, the Word 
of God, or elſe we ſhall walk neither up- 
rightly nor ſurely. 13 

2. Hence we learn the great Neceſſity 
of a conſtant Guard and Watchfulneſs over 


_gur frail Natures. Many are Man's Infir- 


mites, and this is one of them, that he is 
apt to truſt too much to a preſent good Diſpo- 
fition, and to conclude himſelf in no Danger 
of acting againſt his Duty, becauſe he is 
now reſolv'd to ſtand by it under all Cir- 

: | | cumſtance 
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Ef1jan's Supplication. 
cumſtances of Temptation. Alas! ſuch 
Self. Confidence is very unpromiſing and 
ſuſpicidus; and if Vertue has no better 
Armour about it than this, ſhe is in 
2 moſt pitiable Caſe. Were general good 
Purpofes to be relyed upon, as ſufficient to 
bear us up againſt all Temptations, there 
would be no accounting for the many Fai- 
lures and Imperfections that ſtick to the 
Characters of the greateſt Saints that ever 
lived. Eljab, no doubt, when he ſet out 
on the Prophetick Charge, carried with him 


a fincere Intention of performing it with- 


out demur or fcruple. Indeed his firſt Ad- 
dreſſes look'd like an Earneſt of this, and 
ſeem'd to beſpeak an Heart equal to the 
Undertaking. For how did he confront the 
wicked Ahab upon his own Ground, and 
anſwer Falſhoods with Truths as bold as 
thoſe were impudent; that is, being up- 
braided with Iſael Troubles, attribute them 
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to him and his Father's Houſe that were the , king. 18. 
guilty Cauſe of them? And yet when Dan- 17, 18. 


er came. more in view, he was almoſt ſtag- 
ger'd by it. He falls to queſtioning his 
Strength and Abilities for his Poſt, tho? 
ſure to be ſeconded by Power infinite. He 
lets Fancy bring in an unproportionate Ac- 
count of impending Difficulties, and then 
Fleſh and Blood preſs for an Exemption 
from the Conflict. 


L 2 We 
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We have a like Inſtance of human Fickle- 
neſs in no leſs a Perſon than St. Peter, but 
with this Difference, that whereas the for- 
mer only ſtumbled, he fell. How ready 
was the Apoſtle in promiſing, proteſting , 
and reſolving that he would adhere to Chris 
even to the Death? And to do him right, 
his Honeſty equall'd his Preſumption. He 
had a Zeal for Jeſus, and he ſhow'd it b 
drawing his Sword in his Maſter's Quarrel. 
Notwithſtanding this Man of Forwardneſs 

ave back, and he that had dechr'd ſo 
Hy The” I die, yet will I not, deny thee, 
did cowardly deny. him, without any ſuch 
unminent Peril as that of dying. Nay, he 
did more than deny, he forſwore his 


Lord, and Vows. were followed with Im- 
precations. a 


And now if the very Pillars of Religion 
were ſhaken, what a Leſſon of Humility 
and Caution is this to a common Vertue? 
How jealous ſhould we be of our ſelves 
and our beſt Reſolutions, how diligent in tile 
uſe of all holy means to confirm and ſtreng- © 
then them? The greateſt Care will be lit- 
tle. enough in a religious Courſe, Our 
Feet are feeble, and the Ways ſlippery, * 


and therefore it concerns us to look to the 


one, and to beicech God that he would fol- 
low us with his Grace throughout the o- 
ther. Under ſuch Protection only, can 
ve travel on with Comfort, and when the 


Stage 


- 
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Stage is at an end, arrive joyfully at the 


Land of Bleſſedneſs. - ', | 
3. The Unſuitableneſs of Flijabs Prayer 
ſerves to enfore the Advice of Solomon, that 


our Hearts be not baſty to utter any thing 


before God, The Buſineſs of Devotion is 


too ſerious a Matter to be ſudden upon, 


and no Jeſs requires Thought to precede 
than Affection to accompany it. FS 
Had the Prophet took up as much time 
in weighing the Subject-Matter of his Ad- 
dreſs, as he did in bewailing the Occaſion, 
I am perſuaded he had let it drop, and laid 
his Hand upon his Mouth. And there is 
as much Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that had the 
two aſpiring Sons of [Zebedee given way to 
Reflection, before they aſk'd to ſit the one 
on Chriſt's Right Hand, and the other on the 
Left, in His Kingdom, they had never in- 
curr'd the Imputation and the Guilt of know- 
ing not what they aſked. EY 
Ertempore-Ejaculations are very obnoxi- 


ous to Diſorder and Miſtake; and it is well 


if he that throweth em out does not get a 


Stone inſtead of Bread, and Scorpions in- 


ſtead of Fiſh.” | 
4. Elijab's Error in ſaying It is enough, 
in judging the Work or Buſineſs cut out for 
him was at an end, ought to check and 
moderate the Deſires of Death, His Views 
were too narrow and contrated. So far 
was he from having finiſh'd the Work which 
L 3 God 
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God gave him to do, and made a Riddance 
great enough to clear the way for a Diſſoluti- 
on, that when he deſiſted a little, and retired 
from it, there immediately came a Voice 
unto him, full of Anger and Rebuke, V hat 
dyſt thou here, Elijah! And unleſs our Pride 
be very great, we can't pretend our ſhort- 
fightedneſs is leſs. We know *tis-our Part 
to take Pains in the Vineyard, but our Na- 
ſter only knows the Extent and Duration of 
our Taſk, After many Years ſpent in his 
Seryice, it is Preſumption to fay it is e- 
nough, it is high time to reſt from our La- 
bours. We cannot have accomplith'd, as 
Hirelings, eur Day, ſo long as the Lord 
delayeth his coming. And therefore ve muſt 
never offer at the importunate Speech of 
Fonab, Take now, I beſeech thee, my Life 
from me. David's Petition was much wi- 
fer, O ſpare me a little, who was ſenſible 
he had not done God ſo much Service but 
he might do him yet more. Jas Soli- 
loquy far more becoming , Alt the Days of 
my appointed Time wilt I wait till my Change 
come. We ITY 

F. Elijab's Miſtake, as to the Efficacy of 

a ſteady Oppoſition to Blaſphemy and Vice, 
and the Cenſure it met withal at the Hands 

of God, are ſtanding Arguments againſt an 

heartleſs Inactivity and a timerous Vertue. 

In profligate and troublous times, a true 

Chriſtian, that takes to Heart the Concerns of 
f | Relt- | 
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Religion, raay more eaſily put the Queſti- 
on than get it anſwered in the Affirmative, 
Who will riſe up with me againſt the wic- 
ted, and take God's Part againſt the Evil. 
Doers 2 Every body will be ready with an 
< I pray thee, have me excuſed; I am but 
* a ſingle Perſon, and one or two are as 
good as none againſt the World of che Un- 
«* godly. I beſeech you then fit down in 
« Qunetneſs,; and do not play the Fu in 


Religion; but if your over-bot Comple- 


“ xj0n will not hear Reaſon, as for me 
« and my Houſe, we ſhall practiſe it, and 
content our ſelves with pray ing for the 
« Profperity of Jeruſalem. 


But fuch lazy. Laodicean Objections as 
theſe may find a Reply in the Hiſtory be- 
fore us. For did the folemn Plea for 
Backwardnefs and Silence, which ſeem'd 
ſo ſubſtantial in the falſe Scales of Fleſh 
and Blood, weigh much in the Balance of 
the Sanctuary, viz. The Children of Ipael 
have forſaken thy Covenant, — and I, even I 
only am left to grapple with the many for- 
midable Advocates of Idolatry and Superſti- 
tion ? Yea did it not grate the Ears of the 
Almighty, and protract the Vouchſafement 
of his ſpecial Preſence? And when he did 


diſcover himſelf in the il Voice, was not 


that Voice, tho 4 Whifper, a Reprimand?ꝰ 


| Notwithſtanding the grave Pretence, the 


former Challenge is repeated, What dot 
| L 4 hort 
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& thou bere, Elijah? Here in the deſolate | 
“ Wilderneſs where are none of the loſt 
« Sheep of the Houſe of Igael whom thou 
« art to ſeek and to bring back to the Fold 
ce of God. Thou haſt been very jealous 
* for me, as thou ſayeſt; but do not trou- 
er ble thy ſelf or me with a fruitleſs Con- 
« cernment about my Glory; leave that to 


« ime, and go thou on thy way, diſcharge 


te the Commands I give thee. - Doſt thou 
« think thy Prophetick Commiſſion is no 
longer of force; than thy Fears would 
« have it to be? As ſolitary and helpleſs 
« as you make your ſelf in my Service, 
« you are as a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, 
“ and Inſtrument of Vengeance to bring 
about a great Revolution in Religion; 
* nor are there wanting a competent num- 
« ber of true Iſraelites to back and ſecond 
« you, I have ſecured my Truth, my 

orſhip, my Glory at a better rate than 
2 1 25 canſt imagine. 

And now may not God's conde ſcenſive 
Reaſoning about the Events of his Provi- 
dence ſerve to lift up the Hands which hang 
down, and ſtrengthen the feeble Knees that 
are apt to ſink under the weight of a gene- 
ral Corruption in Principle and Practice? 
When whole Floods of Ungodlineſs run 
down our Streets as a mighty Stream, it 
ſeews, a Private Piety muſt ndt give way 
upon cowardly Apprehenſions. 11 it does 
: its 
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its beſt, it may probably raiſe a- Bank a- 
gainſt the polluted Torrent of the Age, and 
check the ſpreading Contagion,' by inviting 
the Powers of Heaven, and the Forces of 
other Men's Zeal to its Aſſiſtance. Howe- 
ver the Poſlibility of the contrary cannot 
juſtify Remiſſneſs. For the doing our Du- 
ty is what belongs to us, and the Succeſs of 
that is what belongeth unto God. 

6. Let it be remember'd that the honou- 
rable Springs and Motives of Elijab's Re- 
queſt for himſelf that he might die, ought 
to have the chief Sway and Influence in all 
our Actions, | 

When we reflect at once upon his Apo- 
logetick Aſſertion, that he had been jealous 
for the Lord of Hoſts, and his ingenuous 
Confeſſion, that he was not better than bis 
Fathers, we cannot but think he loved his 
Maker exceedingly, and therefore long'd to 
be upon the wing becauſe he lov'd him. 
Warmth of Affection made the Man of God 
impatient at Blaſphemy and Profaneſs; and 
the Thought of utter Inſufficiency for the 
Extirpation of them, 1mpatient with Life 
it ſelf. The Diſhonours done to Religion 
were a Burden greater than he could bear; 
he was ready to burſt with Reſentment, 
and nothing promis'd relief but the ſilent 
Grave, where all diſquieting Thoughts 
periſh. 


Now 
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Now the ſame Love of God ſhould be 
our governing Principle, the ſame Glory of 
God our ultimate Aim. Only there lies 
an Exception againſt the manner of expref- 
ſing the one, and . or the other. 
We muſt add to Vertue Knowleds e, and 
take all our Rules and Meaſures KY: acting 
from the Word of Life; and then there f is 
no doubt but Eœꝗab's God will 1 us ths 
Bleſling, 1 

Laſtly, I would add a adde Kenn 
on the wiſe and jut Conduct of God in re- 
ference to his Prophet,” The foregoing Dif: 
courſe ſets him out as a well-meaning, but 
miſtaken Perſon, as one who was true to 
his God, and ſteady to his Principles ; but 
yet recei vd undue Impreſſions by the gloo- 
my ſtate of Things, and thereupon fell in- 
to ſome Undecencies in his Intercourſe with 
Heaven, The dark Scene fill'd hini with 
Melancholy and Diſorder; and white God - 
meant 1t unto good, he was always prophe- 
lying Evil to himſelf and his Cauſe from 
it, Here then was an unhappy mixture of 
Zeal and Solicitude; and how ſhould it 
have been treated? If filly Man had beet 
here concern'd, he had overlook'd one part 
of the Character i in regard or in reſentmertt 
of the other; and it had been an ever: lay, 
whether the Tiſbbite would have went off 
with Invective or Commendation. For this 
is the common meaſure of judging. If the 
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Party: ſpoken of, or under Verdict, be a 
Child or ay riend, he has Vertues- without 


number, but no Faults! The ill Qualities: 


are ſwallow'd up in the Relation. If an 
Enemy or Rival, he has as many Faults, 
but not a daſh of Vertue !' Ataleaſt, his De- 
feds are blazon d, but his Excollencies muſt 
not appear. 0 i} 10 811 1 

But ſuch Partiality as this is md * 
from the Divine Procedure. The ſupreme 
Judge of all, we are ſure, acted otherwiſe 
in 22 s Caſe. His Servant had ſtarts of 
Miſbehaviour, and he corrects him for them. 
His Servant hung back in the Work appoin- 
ted him thro an over- thoughtfulneſs about 
Conſequences, and he ſpurs him on with 
Rebukes. And yet Approbation, if it at- 
tended not Cenſure, followed it. His Me- 
rit was not loſt in his Infirmities. He was 
tranſlated alive into a better World, to pro- 
claim how eminently he had ſerved God 
in this ; and he appear'd again with Moſes 
at the Transfguration, as the Chief or Re- 
preſentative of the Prophets, to ſignify that 
Moſes and the Prophets had in their ſeveral 
Seaſons given Teſtimony of eſis. 

Thus the Almighty proportions Favour to 
Deſert, and has regard in recompencing 
not to ſingle Actions, but to the general 
Tenour of Converſation. And ſo ought 
we, moſt certainly, in our dealings with 
one another. Affection and Averſion have 

nothing 
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nothing to do in Characters. The main 
Courle of a Man's Life is the thing to be 
conſidered 3 and if that be regular or diſor- 
derly, it is not here and there a little va- 
riation from it that ſhould turn the Scale 
for Reproach or Honour. The Frailties of 
the Good may juſtly crave a covering ; the 
devout Fits of the Wicked do hardly deſerve. 
A mention. 


HAMAN's 


_ "Haman's Diſcontent. 


E8THER v. 13. 


Tet all this availeth me nothing, ſo 


long as T ſee Mordecai the Jew ſit- 
ting at the King's Gate. 


A nothing is more natural to the mind 
of Man than to look back upon paſt 
Tranſactions, and trace the Footſteps of 
former Times, ſo nothing is more impro- 
ving than the Knowledge of them. Hiſto- 
ry is indeed the Mirror of Life and Con- 
duct, and has the kindeſt Aſpect both upon 
our Sentiments and our Morals. It ſupplies 
the room of perſonal Experience, and fur- 
niſheth us with Prudence at the eaſy rate 
of reading for it. By acquainting us with 
the Opinions and Sayings of the Men of 
Buſineſs and Converſe, it opens the World 
to our view, and helpeth to frame a true 
Idea of Things and Perſons. By giving us 
an Accouut of Events and Conſequences, it 
directs what is fit to be done in a parallel 


Caſe, 
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Caſe, and pointeth out the unhappy Rocks 
againſt which others have daſh'd. 

Hence it is that ſacred Writ, , which was 
deſign'd to make us wiſe for this World, 
and wiſe unto Salvation, aboundeth ſo much 
with Characters and Memotrs- The Lives 
here recorded are very numerous, and hi- 
ſtorical Paſſages almoſt infinite. Beſides 
the Chronicles of the Kings in the Old Te- 
ſtament, and the Acts of the Apoſtles in the 
New, there are large Accounts and Deſcri- 
ptions even of privater Perſons. And all 
are written for our Learning and Admoni- 
tion, upon whom the Ends of the World 
are come. And therefore all are proper to 
be illuſtrated in their Tarn. But none. is 
more inſtructive perhaps titan the Story of 
wicked Haman, none affords a greater Plen- 
ty of profitable Speculations and Remarks. 


And this was the reafon why ! chofe this 


Speech of. his, or ſolemn Concluſion, for 
the Groundwork or rather Subſtance of my 
following Diſcourſe. Ter all this availeth 
me nothing, &Xc. he, 
In handling which Words, I ſhall 
I. Enquire what Al that was, which he 
ſays, availed him nothing as to Happineſs or 
Satisfaction. 3 
II. Conſider the Reaſon here aſſign'd of 
its Inſufficiency to make him happy. 
III. and Laſtly, deduce ſome ufeful In- 
ferences by way of Application, g 
| An 
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And 1. What that was which -Haman 
gays was inſignificant as to the Purpoſe of 
Happineſs and Satisfaction, the foregoing 
Ane expreſſy inform us. 

But then the Subject- matter of them is 
ſüch that it is not every one that will care 
for the Information. For he is there mu- 
ſtering up the Darlings of human Affection, 
in order to their diſparagement, and to ſer 
them out-as things that little deferve to be 
ſo. Every thing that the Earth can boaſt 
of or Man deſire, hath a Place 1 in his ſligh- 
ted Inventory. 

Is a plentiful Fortune thi general Idol 
of greedy Mortals ? There he telleth us of 
the Glory of bis Riches. Is a numerous II- 
fue one Ingredient of temporal Felicity? 
There be telleth us of the multitude of his 
Children. Is Civil Grandeur another Ob- 

of Admiration 2 There he telleth us of 
all the things wherein the King had promo- 
ted him, and hom he had advanced him a- 
bove the Princes and Servants of the King. 
Are Royal Notice and Court-diftin&1ons 
marks of common Envy? There be alſo 
telleth us of Queen Eſther's ſingular Obſer- 
vance and Partiality in his Favour, that ſhe 
let no Man come in with the King unto the 


Banquet that ſhe had prepared but himſelf, 


and that on the morrow he was invited unto | 


0 alſo with the King. 
Such 


160 


Haman's Diſcontent. 


Such were the bright and glittering Cir- 
cumſtances of Haman, and according to 
vuloar Notion, he could not fail of Solace 
and {ſweet Contentment under them. But 
if we will take his own word for't, who 
beſt knew his own Caſe, A this, that is, 
All that was in the World, the Luſt of the 
Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride 
of Life, even this mighty A was an empty 
Nothing, far from laying any ſolid Founda- 
tion for Eaſe and Happineſs. A ſtrange and 
ſhocking Sentence this, in Air and Appea- 


rance full of Abſurdity and Contradiction! 


But we cannot help believing it, when re- 
gard is had to the weight and ſolemnity of 
its Circumſtances. | * 
Firſt, The Quality of the Man that 
paſs'd it, is no inconſiderable Evidence. 
Had he ſtood related to the Schools, his 
Sincerity might juſtly have been call'd in 
queſtion. For we know the Heathen Sages 
had not much of this to boaſt of. They led 
their Days as in a Scene, and only perſo- 
nated a Contempt of all things. Whateyer 
they pleaded in behalf of Vertue was but 
Flouriſh; whatever they ſaid againſt Earth. 
ly Glories was but Declamation. Their 


Thoughts and their Tongues look'd quite 


different ways; and whilſt the World was 
ſeemingly thruſt off, it was their dear Mi- 
ſtreſs ſtill, and they lov'd it to their very 
Hearts. As much as they run it down, 


5 they 
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they did not live above it; they only affe- 
Red the being thought to do ſo ; and this 
Affectation ſet their Satyr o work, and bid 
em cry out, Al is Vamiy. | 
Nor is this the whole or worſt of their 
Story, that they were given to Rhodomon- 
tade and Boaſting. Ignorance or Envy of- 
ten lay at the bottom. For they were, moſt 
of them, private Perſons; and being ſo, 
had too much Temptation to under value 
Greatneſs out of ill Manners, too little Ex- 
perience to deſpiſe it out of Magnanimity. 
Tis neceſſary to converſe with it in all its 
Degrees for one that would condemn it a- 
right. At leaſt a Verdict upon Fact will 
not be heard, that has no Support but from 
Speculation and Conjecture. "MM 
But Haman, inſtead of a Philoſopher, was 
2 Courtier, and therefore his Aſſertion looks 
rather like an Opinion, than a Rant or the 
Language of his Profeſſion. For as Men 
of that Cbaracter ſeldom let ſuch a levelling 
Speech drop from them; ſo whenever they 


do, it is preſumable they ſpeak with Thought, 


with too much Thought, as conſtrain'd 
thereto by the uneaſineſs it gives them 2 
Such Talk being ordinarily too mortified 
for King's Palaces, too unfaſhionable to ſuit 
ſoft Cloathing. ; 


Or had he been born and bred up under 


the Moſaick OFconomy, his Diſcourſe miglit 
have been hnputed to = Education, For, 
$4” : we 
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came in Diſpoſition , what they were in 
Condition, Strangers upon Earth, and look- 
ing for a Better Country, lighted and diſ- 
regarded This as a very bad one. And it 
was but natural for their Children to take 
after them, both in point of Sentiment and 
Diale&; and conſequently to have but a 
low and mean Apprehenſion of all Tempo- 
ralities, and the meaneſt Phraſes too, to 
exprels it by. 

Bur inſtead of a Few, Haman was an 
Heatben, and therefore his Aſſertion could 
not be the reſult of Prejudice, but of Ex- 


perience. For the Gentiles enjoying but 


ſhallow Notions of an Hereafter, if one of 
them could ſay, It is not good for us to be 
here, we may be {ure nothing but Convi- 
Aion drew out the Confeſſion, and that he 
had too much ground for making it. 

But farther, this Confe/ion muſt needs 
be rational, becauſe deliberate. 

Every hard Expreſſion that is beſtowed 
either on Men or Things, is not preſently 
depended on ; but we examine Circumſtan- 
ces before we allow it a faithful Account 
either of the Mind or Caſe. And there is 
occaſion enough tor that Enquiry ; for ma- 
ny times that which is ſeemingly told for a 
Truth, is only an Invective, and the Spea- 
ker really means no more by it. And of 
this the common Reflections upon Mammon 

| are 


Haman's Diſcontent. 
are an Inſtance. An Indiſpoſition, a Diſ- 
aſter, an undervaluing Repreſentation, ſhall 


of a ſudderi ſtrike him out of out good 


Graces ; and during the tranſport of the 
Impreſſion, our Looks, our Diſcourſes , e- 
very thing is loud againſt him. But 70 
the whole Scene muſt go for nothing. For 
it may be ſaid, a Man that is ſick has ſel- 
dom his taſte true. Tis plain we ate not 
then mov'd by the Reaſon of the Caſe, but 
hurried on by a Diſguſt, the riſe wheteof is 
ſudden, and the continuance ſhort. Such 
haſly Characters are no more to be heeded, 
than the Opinion of the Feveriſh N 
Liquors. If either anſwers to Fact and 
Nature, tis pure Accident; and the wiſe 
Man will appeal from both to a cool Head, 
and a healthful Body for Satisfaction. 
But tho' other Men's profeſs d Indiffe- 
rence to the World may appear ſuſpicious, 
Haman's Caſe bears a different Complection. 
We do not read he had any Complaint a- 
gainſt his Conſtitution. His Diſorder laid 
not in the Body but the Mind. We do not 
read he was advatic'd in Years, or got with- 
in view of the Days of Darkneſs. This 
was no Sick-bed Qualm, no melarictioly 
Meditation of old Age. Nothing elſe could 
have been expected from decrepit Barzilldi z 
but it came, no doubt, from vigorous Ha- 
nun with ſurprizes We do not read he 
had any grave Lecture made him upof the 
F M 2 Wotld's 
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World's Emptineſs, and his own Frailty by an 
unhappy Recliiſe, whom Retirement had kept 
in Ignorance, or a ſpiteful Diogenes, whom 
Pride had made rude towards his Betters. 


As for his Domeſticks and Dependents, they 


were better vers'd in the Stile of Courts. 
and Methods of ingratiating, than to draw 
his Picture to diſadvantage. - They adore 
his pompous Eſtate, and recommend a lof- 


y and chearful Air as what would beſt 
uit It. | | 

We read indeed of a certain Diſappoint- 
ment that put him upon thus expreſſing 
himſelf ; but yet we find he did not 
thus expreſs himſelf till after long Penſive- 
neſs and ſerious Debate. The Scripture 
ſays, He was full of Indignation àagainfi 
Mordecai; nevertheleſs he refrained himſelf. 
Reſentment, eſpecially in its firſt Fervours, 
was ever a bad Diſputant ; and had he gi- 


ven it an immediate vent in ſuch Reflections, 
they would have, ſeemingly at leaſt, ſmelt 


too ſtrongly of Paſſion to go for Oracles or 
clear Reaſoning, But he arreſted it, that 
the Mud might have ſome time to ſettle a- 


gain, and Reaſon to rally all its Forces, be- 


fore he delivered his Thoughts on the ſo- * 
lemn Occaſion, He makes for home; and | 
when he came there, inſtead of receiving a 
dump from others, he ' calleth them toge- 
ther, to communicate that Impreſſion to 
them. Inſtead of breaking out preſently 
5 2 ; | N 3 144 t/ 
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into an hot Fit or Agony upon the Subject 
of Grievances, with great Coolneſs and 
Temper he harangues in a full Audience 
upon his Affluence and Proſperity; and 
when he had ſet them off with the Var- 
niſhes and Amplifications of Rhetorick, 
then the Cenſure of Vanity follows. As if 
he meant to let em ſee he underſtood his 
Text, and could maintain it, notwithſtan- 
ding the utmoſt Gloſs that could be ſet on 
the gay Ob jections that appear d againſt 
It. 

Thus, we ſee, he could not be made 
happy by worldly Greatneſs; let us conſider 
the reaſon here aſſign'd of its Inſufnciency 
to make him ſo, Al this availeth me no- 


thing, ſo long as I ſee Mordecai the Jem 


ſitting at the King's Gate. 


How! The fight of Mordecai turn the 
Stomach of Haman, and convert all his 
Sweets into Bitterneſs ! This 1s as hard me- 
thinks as it 1s wonderful, that one Man 
cannot enjoy himſelf upon beholding ano- 
ther ! What was the ſecret Spring of this 
Diſquietude, what the hidden meaning of 
the Speech? Was it a Sence of his Bro- 
ther's Miſery that barr'd perſonal Fruition 2 
Was it a Concern for Mordecai's fitting un- 
reliev'd at the King's Gate, that made his 
Seat at the King's Table pricking and unea- 
ſy to him? Were there any melancholly Lan- 
guiſhings in the other's Eyes, any fi 35 
5 3 1 
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Diſcoveries of want to beget tender Relen- 
tings, inward ſtirrings of Humanity in his 
Heart? Miſerable Objects certainly are ve- 
ry troubleſome and affecting. Nature will 
not let us be at reſt, ſo long as there is Di- 


ſtreſs within view. 


But it does not appear there was here 
ſuch Emptineſs of Bowels on the one Hand, 
or Impreſſions of Sympathy on the other. 
Mordecai, tho' a Captive, was hardly ſo 
neceſſitous as Lazarus; but if he were, tis 
like Haman was full as hard-hearted as Dis 


ver, and ſcorn'd the Weakneſſes of Pity and 


Compaſſion. 
Was the ſight of Mordecai offenſive to 


him, as bringing to mind his former Mean- 
neſs and Obſcurity? Time was, it may be, 
when he had more Familiarity with the 


: King's Gate than his Table. At leaſt his 


Advancement to the Top-pinnacle of Ho- 
nour bore Date but yeſterday; and how 
could the Muſhroom Upſtart bear the leaſt 
Remembrance of his humbler State? Why 
did the Jew become an Eye-ſore to the A- 
malekite, and by his ſtooping Poſtures at 
once declare what himſelf now. was, and 
hint to the other what he had been? Tru- 
ly Mordecai was not ſo ready at his Devo- 
tion, nor Haman ſo quick of Apprehenſion 


in that reſpe& to his own Diſturbance. | } 


Had he been otherwiſe well diſpos'd, his 


Reflection upon former things would have 
dn - S ps owe» ay 8 wp ſet 
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ſet a better Reliſh upon the preſent; or if it 
did give them an ill taſte, he could ſoon 
have remedied the Matter, either by a Di- 
verſion of his Thoughts, or a Promotion of 
his Inferiour. 

Was the ſight of Mordecai irkſome and 
afflictive, as calling to Mind his wicked 
Plots and Contrivances againſt him and his 
Countrymen? Did Conſcience hence take 
Occaſion to upbraid him with the Barbari- 
ty of his Temper, and the Abuſe of his 
Court-Intereſt? No, had his Deſign fat 
uneaſy on his Mind, he would immediate- 
ly have dropped it, and ſo got rid of the 
Burthen. But ſo far was he from letting 
fall his firſt Intentions, that he proſecuted 
| them to the utmoſt; and the Preſence of 
the Object did but render him the more ea- 
* ger for their Accompliſhment. The Scri- 
= 0 pture ſays, when his Wife and his Friends, 

1 thoſe Boſom-Councellors of Miſchief, put 

him upon ſoliciting the Execution of Mor- 
decai, the thing pleas d Haman, and he 
cauſed a Gallows to be made. 

Lafily, Was he jealous of Mordecai, ap- 
prehenſive of a future Competition from 
him? Did he think the poor Man was lay- 
ing Trains to blow him up, or watching an 
Opportunity to worm him out, and ſkrew 
himſelf into Royal Favour? If he entertain'd 
ſuch gloomy Conceits as theſe, they were 
enough to diſtract his Mind, and throw it 
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off the Hinges. For Rivalties, even when they 
are not powerful, are vexatious. But tis 
very improbable he ſhould. *Tis true, Mor- 
decai had Claims and Pretenſions very con- 
ſiderable. For to him the King ow'd his 
Life, and conſequently the Kingdom its 
Quietneſs. But there was no viſible Step 
made towards ſatisfying them. His Servi- 
ces were quite overlook'd, and his Hopes at 
an end, His fitting at the Gate did by no 
means look like an Intereſt in the Palace; 
and his Diſtance from the Miniſtry pro- 
mis'd nothing leſs than a ſupplanting of the 
prime Miniſter of State, Could he have 
foreſeen the Inverſion of the Wheel of 
Providence, and what was to be done to 
the Man whom the King delighted to Ho- 
nour ? And that he himſelf ſhould be made 
the Inſtrument in doing it, his Anticipati- 
ons of the ſorrowful Tragedy would have 
bore Proportion with his After-reſentments. 
But there was no room for Preſage and 
Suſpicion, The Sunſhine at Court conti- 
nued, no Clouds of Diſlike were obſerv'd to 
gather. The Queen interceded for his 
Admiſſion to one Banquet that ſhe had pre- 


pared, and then to another ; and the King 


readily conſented to that Act of Grace and 
Condeſcenſion. And tho' there was ſome- 
thing more at the bottom of the Requeſt 
than Courteſy, yet Haman with all his Sa- 
gacity could ſmell out nothing elſe, By 
© 6 ſhewing 
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ſhewing Reſpect to the King's great Favourite, 
| ſhe meant, no doubt, to inſinuate her ſelf 
into his Favour, in Order to get a Reverſe 
of that heavy Edict which he had ſign'd 
for the Deſtruction of her People. But the 
Thoughts of her ſelf-admiring Gueſt were 
terminated on the Credit of the Entertain- 
ment; and good Reaſon for't, fince Aba- 
ſuerus had but lately faid, The Silver which 
thou offereſt as the Price of Blood is given 


zo thee for thy own Uſe; the People alſo 


which thou wouldſt have at thy Mercy, to 
do with them as it ſeemeth good unto thee. 
Nay, Eſther her ſelf, as much as ſhe ten- 
der'd Mordecai's Welfare, dreaint not of his 
Promotion, and the King as little intended 
it, A Divine Suggeſtion brought his Me- 
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rit into Conſideration, and a Chance-Smileent: 4. 


rais'd him up to Dignity and Honour. In 
ſhort, he was forgotten till it was almoſt 
too late to remember him. 

How came Mordecai then to be ſo fright- 
ful a SpeQacle , ſo, grievous to behold ? 
Haman had the Royal Ear at will, and 
ſeem'd ſecure in his Prince's Affection. All 
the Subjects of Perſia made their Court at 
his Levee, and it was thought a Preferment 
but to pleaſe him. But all this was as 
good as nothing to him, ſo long as he ſaw 
the contemptible Captive /itting ac the King's 
Gate. | ; i 
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If we carry our Eye back to the ninth 
Verſe, the Myſtery will be out. For 
thence we learn, twas not the Man's abi- 
ding at the Gate, but his /ifting at it, 
when the ſtately Sir made his Approaches, 
that gall'd and fretted him. He ſhould 
have ſtood up to him who ſhew'd the Great 
Man in every ſtep, and made Obeiſance; 
but he did not, and for this grand unpar- 
donable Omiſſion Haman was full of Indi- 
gnation againſt Mordecai, and perfectly out 
of Conceit with all his Glory. 

Alas poor Wretch ! to be thus difpirit- 
ed upon ſo cheap and homely an Occafion! 
His Grandeur, he thought, availed him no- 
thing, becauſe it could not protect him from 
Rudeneſs and Incivility. And truly I think 


it did avail him nothing, whom it could 


not raiſe above the Notice and Reſentment 
of them. For was it not enough to be careſs d 
by a Royal Maſter, but he muſt be ſalu- 
ted too by the very Slave? And when the 
latter happened to betray his want of Breed- 
ing, ſhould be have diſcover'd his want of 
Temper? Was not the fatal Decree more 
bitter than the negle&ful Carriage? And 
could not the Danger of the Neck excuſe *» 
afterwards the Adoration of the Knee? 
Beſides, what 1s a lowly Poſture but a forc'd 
Submiſſion; or if voluntary, but the Ho- 
mage of Deſign? And muſt it not therefore 
| be 
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be a little Spirit indeed, that is enamour'd 

of a little Ceremony? | 
Tis plain, by his reſerv'd way of Ex- 
preſſion, our Grandee was ſelf-condemn'd, 
.and to his very Friends car'd not to enlarge 
upon the Grounds of his inward Trouble, 
It is reſolv'd by him and them, Mordecai 
muſt be ſacrific d; but tis not expreſly ſaid 
he was to fall a Victim to Revenge. No, 
as great a Fool of Quality as he appear d 
to be, his Folly came not up to the ridi- 
culous Madneſs of ſome modern Gentlemen, 
who when they meet with an ill-plac'd 
Word, or an untoward Action, preſently 
demand the Blood of the offending Party 
under the whimſical fantaſtick Notion of 
Satisfaction. The proud thing in the Text 
could nor caſt a willing Eye upon the unman- 
nerly Few ; but ſtill the ſtiffneſs of the De- 
meanour which begot that Horror in his Per- 
ſon, makes not a Syllable in the mournful 
Speech, nor even in the heavy Accuſation. 
For ſo the Indictment runs, There is a cer- 
tain People ſcattered abroad in all the Pro- 
vinces of thy Kingdom , who keep not the 
King's Laws, therefore it is not for the King's 


Profit to ſuffer them. Mordecai's Neglect yg, 


was the Grievance which gave Birth to this 
Complaint, but yet we find it was complain d 
of, not as a perſonal Affront to Haman, but 
as a Breach of that general Re verence which 
the King had commanded concerning him. , 
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And 'tis worth obſerving, that thoſe who: 
ſtarted the Project of deftroying ' Morde-. 
cai; were unwilling there ſhould be any 
the'Teaſt Appearance of a vindictive Tem- 
per in it, For 'twas thought adviſeable 
that having obtain d an Order for his Exe- 
cution, he ſhould go in merrily with the 


Efik. 5-14- Ning unto the Banquet; and why, but to 


diſguiſe his Paſſion, and to avoid the Re- 
roach of harbouring it.. 
They had, it ſeems, a right Notion of 
Revenge, and conceiv'd it would make the 
great Mortal look but little: For the World 


therefore he muſt not own it, but play the 


part of an eaſy happy Man in his Counte- 
nance, even with a Tempeſt in his Boſom. 

But our miſtaken Hero's are open and 
bare-fac'd in their Malice. When an A, 
front is given, the Life of him who gave 
it is challeng'd, and they eſteem it but a 


juſt Debt to their Honour, but à neceſſary 


Vindication of their Character, to inſiſt up- 
on it. Whereas, ſure, it would be infi- 
nitely more honourable, to appear uncon- 
cern'd and regardleſs of petty Provocations, 
ſuch at leaſt as are too petty to come under 
the Notice of Civil Juſtice! . For what can 


be a greater Credit than to keep Our Happt- 


neſs in our Power, and ſcorn'to be turn'd 
out of it by the Unworthineſs and Miſcar- 
riages of others? What a more deſpicable 
Meaneſs than to lye open to Diſcompoſure, 
21215 and 
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and ſuffer our Thoughts to be ruffled, and 
our Paſlions rais'd at the Pleaſure of forry, 
Wretches ? A refentful Diſpoſition is a 
mighty Leveller, yea giveth the Enemy, 
how. much ſoever otherwiſe our Inferiour, 
a > of Superiority over us. In the midſt 

mpous Parade and glittering Accom-, 

ations, to ſay as it were with Finger, 
= 1 57 All this availeth me nothing, ſo 
long as ſuch a one that diſoblig'd me is 
out of the reach of my 1 is like 
the Cry of humourſome Children, who fall 
out with all their pretty Play-Things upon 
the leaſt Rub or de in their 
Sports, walk off, and ſtand ſullen in a Cor- 
ner. And it cannot be denied but that an- 
gry Haman in the Palace made a much lea- 
ner Figure than Mordecai in the Gate. 


'- Having ſufficiently, I hope, illuſtrated 


the Particulars of the Text, I proceed to 
the laſt Thing propos'd, which was to ſhew 
what practical Inferences may be drawn from 
the Conſideration. of them. 

And firſt, The melancholy Words of 
Haman, back'd with the Authority of So- 
lomon, ſhould teach us to lay aſide all Ex- 
pectation of true and perfect Felicity upon 
Earth. 

The one was the higheſt of Subjects, and 
the other the moſt glorious of Princes, and 
ſo could not but have Art and Nature en- 
tirely at their Service. They made = 

| m0 
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moſt of their Senſes, and laid their Hands 
upon all ſublunary Enjoyments , and ſo 
could not but be competent Judges of the 
worth and value of them. And yet hear 
what an humbling Motto is inſcribd upon 
All things under the Sun! This pronounces 
them Vanity, That with Emphaſis upon 


_ Emphaſis, Vanity of Vanities, and Vexation 


of Spirit. And therefore if there be a grea- 
ter Vanity, it muſt be that of looking for 
Complacency and Satisfaction from them, 
For whoſe * ſhall we be conclu- 
ded by, if not by his who ſpeaks from Ex- 
periment? And what is more likely to pro- 
ceed from the Judgment, than that which 
a Man utters to the diſadvantage of his 
own Condition? 

Alas! theſe adored Pageantries have need 
of much colouring and favour. By a kind 
over-floutiſhing Fancy, they may be made 
to look gay and ſparkle, but they will not 
bear the Teſt of a thorough Inſpection. If 


examin'd to the bottom, they fall ſtrangely 


ſhort, and inſtead of 4 Subſtance, prove no- 
thing but a Shadow. 
2. If Men of exalted Stations are not 
lacd beyond the reach of Trouble and 
exation, it is very unfair to grudge or re- 


pine at their Proſperity, 


When we look up to thoſe above us, out 
Eye is apt to fix upon the outſide of theit 


Condition, which is brighit and glating- 
We 


— 
4 
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We obſerve pompous Titles and honourable 
Commiſſions, ſtately Portico's and gawdy 
Equipage; and hence we are tempted to 
cenſure Providence as blind or partial in its 
Diſtributions. But were out ways more 
equal, thoſe of God would ſoon appear ſo. 
Did we take a perfe& view of them and 
their Circumſtances, they would be no lon- 
ger ſuch happy Creatures in our Opinion, 
and conſequently we ſhould ſee no more 
reaſon to envy them, than they have to 
deſpiſe us. For what? Tho” they are at- 
tended with the ſtrain'd Obſequiouſneſs of 
ſome, they experience the ſtubborn Incom- 


pliances of others. And if they are flat- 


ter'd at one time, they are affronted at ano- 
ther. And each kind of Treatment muſt 
be offenſive, upon conſidering that the hum- 
ble ſtoops are not made to them, but to 
their Fortunes. What? tho* the Ground 
they ſtand on is advantageous, their ſtan- 
ding is ſlippery, and how fearleſs ſoever 
they may be of danger, they are not ſafe. 
A Captive can withhold the formality of a 
Capor Knee; and a Seryant can ſometimes 
juſtle out his Maſter. There are Ziba's 
enough in every Court to undermine a good 
Mepbiboſbeth; and on the other hand, tis 
no rare thing under the Sun, that Gibbets 
provided for a Mordecai, ſnatch up a wic- 
ked Haman, 


Let 
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L.“.ect us therefore, if we muſt be grieving 


for the Promotion of others, do it out of 
pity and not ill will, ſince tho they may 
ſeem at preſent the Objects of Admiration, 


it cannot be long e er they are really ſo of 


Compaſſion, Let us ſweeten gilded Cares 


and Solicitudes with a demeanour full of 


Eſth. 13. 


reſpect and notice; and tho an Haman ſit- 
teth at the Helm, riſe up before him in token 
of reverence, notwithſtanding the contrary 


Precedent of Mordecai. For we muſt re- 


member, one of them was a Few, and the 
other an Amalekite, that is, of a Nation 
that lay under a Divine Anathema; but we 
are Chriſtians, that is, Brethren, 


Nay Mordecai himſelf, if we may credit 


his own words as delivered by Apocrypbal 
Hiſtory, meant not any Contempt of the 
Royal Favourite by his Omiſſion that was 


interpreted ſuch; but did this, that be 


might not prefer the Glory of Man above the 
Glory of God. The Reſpe& exacted from 
him was religious, we may be fure, or it 
had never been exacted by a formal Injun- 
ction, becauſe Civil Honour is always ſup- 
pos'd to follow the Preferred of courſe ; 
and therefore he that could have been con- 
tent with good will for the Salvation of” I 
rael to kiſs the Soles of his Enemies Feet, 


would rather hazard his own Safety and 


theirs, than affront Heaven by falling down 
and worſhipping him. Accordingly we muſt 
7 honour 
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honour our Superiours, but not adore them. 
Whilſt Flattery complements Earthly Great- 
neſs with Epithets more than Human, and 
ill Nature loves to teaze it by neglectful u- 
ſage; it is our part, and if we are acted by 
the ſweet Genius of our Religion, it will 


be our Inclination too, to do all we can, 


within the meaſures of Decency, to make 
it eaſy and ſatisfied with it ſelf, For it is 
pity, a burden that is ſo heavy ſhould not 
be a little conſidered, and have all the re- 
lief that ſo cheap a thing as the Civility of 
outward Geſture can give it. 

3. The forrowful Caſe of Haman moſt 
ſenſibly inſtructs us where to lay the Charge 
of all the Miſery we endure, even upon our 


inordinate Affections. 


The Paſſions, like well-manag'd Servants, 
work together for good to thoſe that hold 
'em in with a ſtri& Rein; but if they can 
get full ſcope and carier, they hurry us 


into a world of Miſchief and Diſquietude. 


Sei love, for inſtance, duly moderated, is 


a Friend to Nature and a Support of Be- 
ing. And Dejre, rightly applied, carries 


out the Soul to uſeful and honourable Pur- 
ſuits. But what are the Exceſles of them, 
Pride and Covetouſneſs, but Diſorder, Con- 
fuſion and Ruin? 

Ahab's Avarice was very remarkable; for, 


it ſeems, he could not delight himſelf with 


* 


the moſt magnificent Seat in Iſrael, becauſe of 
N a little 
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ges he was all in a flame, when he found 
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a little Vineyard that bounded it. But his 
reſtleſſneſs was no leſs ſo, when he found 
he muſt loſe his longing, and that the Pro- 
priety was not to be purchas'd upon any | 
Terms. He came into bis Houſe, fays the 
Text, heavy and diſpleas'd upon the for- 
bidding Anſwer ; be laid himſelf down upon 
his Bed, ſullen and ſick at heart; be turn'd © 
away his face from the Light and Compa- ? 
ny, mopiſh, and as one that would not be 
comforted ; he refus'd to eat Bread, like 
a Perſon abandon'd to Grief and Sorrow. 
The ſplendid Pomps of Royalty forſooth 2 
were diſguſtful, the lovely Gardens of Plea- 
ſure vile, the ordinary Refreſhments of Na- 
ture loathſom in this Day of his Afliction, 
and ſince he might not have that tiny Plot 
to furniſh him with Sallads, he, kind Man, 
water'd it with his Tears. At length Je- © 
gabel, ſeeing his blubber'd Eyes continu- 7 
ally melting over it, was conſtrain'd to kill 
and to take poſſeſſion, in mere pity to the 
Diſconſolate! Lo ſuch an unmanly pitch 
was his Paſſion wound up firſt, and his Me- © 
lancholy afterwards ; whereas had his De- 
ſires been leſs eager antecedenly to the Re- 
queſt, his Spirit had not been ſo ſad after 
the Denial. | 8 

But as woful a Story as this is, Hamans 
Pride afforded Materials for a worſe. Be- 
ing ſo exorbitantly fond of Bows and Crin- 


} 


tt > »R ,34a I mri nd 2 Oo) kw Wk, ay www 


| am of 


. Y % © , pd ff ob © JO Oo jut- 


1 
he 
1 
1 
5 
* 
Ly 


Haman's Diſcontent. 


he was not valued half ſo highly as he va- 
lued himſelf. The poor Man's Indifference 


ſeen thro the magnifying Glaſs of his cho- Þ: 


lerick Complex1on, threw him into a Fever 


| and Tranſports of Uneaſineſs. For ſuch a 


. . © Ya 
one to come in view, and not bring his De- 


votion along with him, was ſuch a piece of 

Preſumption and Profaneſs, as he; fanſ 

ing himſelf a God on Earth, could not a- 
way with or digeſt. His Countenance was 


chang'd by the ſhocking Uſage, and his 
Thoughts troubled above meaſure. Becauſe 


4 neglected himſelf, he neglected every thing 
3 elſe, and grew weary even of the Senſuali- 


ties of a Court, before he had well taſted 


them. | 
Such a racking Influerice a Forgetfulneſs 
of Diſtance had upon him ! He ſwagger'd 


away his own Tranquillity; and, to ſolem- 


nine the loſs of a Punctilio, bid adieu to e- 


br Delight. 


ut when the riſe of Mordecai put a pe- 


riod to that diſtance, the cutting Sorrow 
went deeper in proportion. To ſee him, 
9 


whom he had deſtit'd to the Ignominies of 
a Gallows, ſingled out for Glory! To ſee 
thoſe very marks of Diſtinctien which he 
reckon d upon himſelf, allotted for his Ene- 
my, the Royal Apparel, to wit, which the 


Ling uſed to wear, the Horſe he rode upon, 


and the Crown which was ſet upon his Head! 


7 To ſee himſelf appointed for the bufineſs of 


N 2 Inveſtiture, 
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Inveſtiture, and to array the .Man whom 
the King delighted thus to honour ! Theſe 
were very terrible Paſſages and Trials, and 


an overgrown Haughtineſs gave them a 


double Sting and Impreſſion, 

After the humbling Work was over, de- 
jeted Haman haſted to his Houſe for a ſhel- 
ter from Infamy, mourning and having bis 
Head covered. And what farther Penance 
he did for his Vanity, in the retired Hours, 
no Tongue can expreſs or Heart conceive, 
when his buſy Imagination reviv'd the diſ- 
mal Scene, and acted all over again with 
the piercing Circumſtances. 

How happy then had it been for him if 
he had ſtudied the Leſſon of Humility, in- 
ftead of carrying his Pretenſions to regard 
fo high! This would have availed bim ſome- 
Zing, altho' his Riches did not, and very 


much ſoften'd the blow of Fortune. 


Now the Folly we have ſeen with its In. 


conveniences; tis to be hop'd, will help 


SR one K +7» 


us to a little Wiſdom, For who would not 
| keep a ſevere hand over Sence:and Appetite, 
rather than be-ridden by them to his grea- Þ 


teſt prejudice ?: It is an odd Scene, when a 
mighty. Storm cometh of a little Cloud, 
when Trifles give Diſturbance, or the Spi- 


rit ſinks with the outward Fortunes. And 
yet it will be a familiar one too, in ſuch a 
variable World as this, ſo long as Fancy is 
predominant, and has the liberty to * 
: an 
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and magnify. Tis that then we muſt get 
the better of, if we would preſerve Peace 
within and Credit without ; and methinks 
Men ſhould. not need to be argued into 
ſuch a due Government of themſelves as 
would 'prevent their hanging down the 


Head, and looking fillily upon every diſ- 
 obliging Accident or Change in Circum- 
| ſtances. 


4. The ridiculous deportment of the Per- 


! ſon we have been ſpeaking of, during his 
* Proſperity, is, or ought to be a mighty 
check to our Ambition. 


No ſooner was he lifted up to ſecular 
Grandeur, but he made 1t a kind of Patent 
or Prerogative to do miſchief, A menacin 
Brow is preſently put on, and an awful 
State ſet up. And becauſe his Expectations 
of Obſervance were not univerſally anſwe- 
red, he condemns the Guiltleſs, and for the 


| fault of one would deſtroy thouſands. Nor 
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lions of our Money) thought too much for 
the Price of Blood. And yet no doubt, 
whilſt yet in an humbler Condition, he 
had an Opinion of his Sufficiency for great 
Matters; and concluded that if he were 
but preſented upon a more publick Theater, 
he ſhould manage his part well and wiſely, 
with credit to himſelf and benefit to others. 
Nor, it may be, was there any ground for 


concluding the contrary. For then his ill 
N 3 Qualitics 
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Qualities lay dormant and in the dark, for 
want of matter to work upon and bring 
them to light. And his wicked Deſires 
could not have a Being, while the Objects 
were at a diſtance that ſtarted them. © 


And hence we ſee the Neceſſity both of ; 


the moſt general Applications at the Throne 
of Grace, and a chearful Acquieſcence un- 
der our appointed Portion. A random- 

ueſs and a worſe choice are the Properties 
of a purblind Creature. | 
- Honours and Riches we would have for- 
ſooth, as judging them proper and conve- 
nient for us; but *tis like if we were grati- 
fied and had them, we ſhould fink fatally 
under the weight of our own Wiſhes. We 
are Fools perhaps at preſent without much 
remark and pointing; but theſe things 
might render us, as they did him, but the 
more publick Spectacles of Folly, and add 
Solemnity to our Shame. | 
For which Reaſ6n God ſhould be advis'd 

withal, who underſtands us and them bet- 
ter. He is too wiſe to miſtake Evil for 
Good, too gracious to beſtow a Serpent in- 
ſtead of a Fiſh. And being aſſur'd of this, 
what can we do better than reſign up our 
Wills entirely to his, and beg earneſtly it 
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may be done on Earth as it is done in 


/ 


Heaven. | : 

5. The Inſtance we have here of a Pub- 
lick Miniſter's ſhameful Impoſition on his 
| N Prince, 
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Prince, may ſerve as a Caution to us not 
to think or ſpeak evil of the Ruler of God's 
People. Whenever there are, or are fup- 
pos'd to be Miſmanagements in the State, 
the Supreme Magiſtrate ſhall have his ſhare 
to be ſure in the Charge or Imputation of 
them. As if there was an Ambition in po- 
pular Cenſure, and the higher it climb'd, 
the leſs it would be liable to Errors! 

But hard indeed is the Fate of Crowned 
Heads, if they muſt be upbraided with the 
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Faults of others; and they certainly are ſo, 


if every flaw in Conduct is laid at their 
door. For we know they don't uſe to give 
themſelves Counſel, when buſineſs comes 
before them; it is offered from other Hands, 
and they take it; nay tis expected they 
ſhould: And can they then be blam'd for 
having taken it, or fo the Conſequences 
thereof, ſuch as they did not foreſee, much 

leſs intend, but the deſigning Givers only? 
When the King of Perſia pafs'd the De- 
cree for maſſacring the Jews, he meant 1t 
as an exemplary piece of Juſtice on ſup- 
pos'd Criminals. They were repreſented 
as ſuch to him, and he verily thought that 
in killing them he ſhould do his Country 
Service. The Information was ſpecious, 
and ſo it miſ-led him; but when he found 
it to be falſe, he readily revok'd the Sen- 
tence it drew from him, or rather tranſ- 
ferr'd it by way of Vengeance on their E- 
N 4 nemies, 
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nemies. And would not the Zews then 
have done him as great a wrong (of ano- 
ther kind) as was intended them, if inſtead 
of endeavouring to ſet him right in his ap- 
prehenſions of their Caſe, they had revil'd 
him for his miſtake about it and the conſe- 


quent Severities > Haman only had their 


Invectives all the while, and juſtly. too, 


The Barbarity was wholly his; and 'twas 


merely a private Quarrel to one of them 
that begun the Plot againſt a/. 

Now it is eaſy to transfer the Scene in 
our Thoughts to other Kingdoms, 'The 
Servants about a Prince (we will make a 
Suppoſition of that which is often Fadi) in- 
duſtriouſly diſguiſe the Truth, and influence 
him to approve or re ject Perſons or Things 
according to the different Aſpects given by 
them. He would fain inform himſelf a- 
right of Characters, Facts and Circumſtan- 
ces, but cannot; and for want of an inſight 
into the true ſtate of Things does ſome- 
times make a falſe ſtep; but muſt he there- 
fore be reflected upon as unfit to govern ? 
If he ſuffers in his Affairs, muſt he in his 
Reputation too? Is it his Crime, as well ag 
his Misfortune, that his greateſt Enemies 
are thoſe of his own Houſhold ? No, he has 
trouble enough to ſee his Adminiſtration 
clog'd by their Folly or Perverſeneſs. We 
had not need add to it by our Jealouſies and 
Cenſures, All that is due from him, is to 
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endeavour the ſpelling out dark Deſigns and 
diſappoint them, and to throw the Creatures 
out of his Boſom that abuſe the kindly 
warmth of it. 45 ; 
Laſtly, I wouldadd one thing more, con- 
cerning the ungenerous Spite of this inſa- 
lent Courtier, that it was as impotent as 
inveterate, and, when at the very brink of 


_ accompliſhment, became only the ſport of 
a baffling Providence. It is entertaining to 


1magine how one day the State-Comet vaun- 
ted in the Firmament of Power, threatning 
Confuſion and Death to the Inhabitants of 
the Vale round about, and how the next, 
falling from Heaven like Lucifer, it became 
it ſelf the Dung of the Earth to the Joy of 
Iſrael. When Haman was paving the way 
for a general Perſecution, Mordecai took 
care to inform Eſther that ſhe and her Peo- 
ple were in Perils among the Heathen, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf in this awakening manner, 
If thou altogether holdeſt thy peace at this 
time, then ſhall there Enlargement and Deli- 
verance ariſe to the Fews from another place, 


but thou and thy Father's Houſe ſhall be de- 


ſiroged : and who knoweth whether thou art 


come to the Kingdom for ſuch a time as this? 
But what could have been expected from 
his Advice and her compliance with it, 
without a Divine Interpoſal, (conſidering 
the preſent ſtate of Things) but that very 
Deſtruction which they ſtudied to * 
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For he urges her to go and beg of Ahaſue- 


rus the Lives of all the Jews, who were 


deftin'd to the Slaughter ; and the very pre- 
ſenting her ſelf before him was no leſs a 


Efth.4.1r. breach of one Law, than her Suit was a 


contradiction to another. But lo an happy 
Reverſe of Accidents! The Xing receives 
her graciouſly, the Queen prefers her Pe- 
tition ſeaſonably. The ſecret Plotter is di- 
ftinguiſh'd with Reproach and Infamy, the 
honeſt Monitor with Glory and Acclamations. 
Which calls to mind the Reflections of ho- 
ly David, which others may take up. I 
my ſelf have ſeen the Ungodly in great Pow- 
er, and flouriſbing like'a green Bay- tree. I 


went by, and lo they were gone; I ſought. 


em, but their place could no where be found! 


Verily therefore there is a preſent Reward 


for blameleſs Souls; doubtleſs there is a God 
that looketh down from Heaven, and jud- 


geth the Earth, a God truly loving unto 1ſ- 


rael;, and the multitude of the Iſles may be 
glad thereof. To which God, Great and 
Glorious, doing Wonders, be aſcrib'd as is 
moſt due, by This and all the Churches of 
the Saints, all Honour, G. 
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S. LUKE ii. 51. 


And be went down with them, and 8 8. 1 
5 came to Nazareth, and was | uhject I DRE) 
BEE... them. V If 


HE Perſon here ſpoken of, is the 
Bleſſed Jeſus ; and the Subjection S 
here mention'd, a Fihal Obedience. 

This great Lam. giver, it ſeems, was of a 
very different Mind and Temper from the 
| demure Phariſees, who ſaid but did not; 
that were for impoſing heavy Burdens upon 

others, but not for touching the lighteſt 
themſelves. He ſet out earlier in fulfJing | 
than in teaching Righteouſneſs, and copied 
forth an univerſal Pattern of holy Living. 
His publick Part was nothing elſe but In- 
ſtruction, and his retired one furniſheth out 
a Leſſon. The trienniab Miniſtry extends 
to the whole compaſs of Civil Conduct, and 
the Years of Nonage afford a very goodly 
1 of domeſtick Management. worn 


2 . 
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truly, conſidering the great Neglect almoſt 
every where viſtble of Family - Obligations 
as well as Politick, the former were no leſs 
proper to be exemplified than the latter. 


1 
as 
A 


Accounts of it; 
Reſerve are ſome of thoſe ſecret Things 


2 » Gor? which belong to God, that becauſe not 
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In my following Diſcourſe therefore I 


hall conſider, 


I. Our Saviour's dutiful Regards of Jo- 


: ſeph and the Virgin Mary, in oppoſition to 
the common Practice of Children. 


II. The peculiar Fitneſs of his Example 


to enforce a Filial Obedience. But foraſ- 
„much as no Cauſe can be too much ſtreng- 
;- then'd, I ſhall, 


HI. Urge ſome other Arguments and 


Motives that may be of uſe to the ſame 
purpoſe: and then conclude with a word 
of Exhortation to ſuch as are Graceleſs and 
Diſobedient. 


In the fir place I'm to conſider our I 


viour's yourhful Piety, and to ſet it againſt 
the common Practices of Children, that I 
may put them to ſhame and bluſhing. 354 


The Evangeliſts, it muſt be own'd, are 
not particular and circumſtantial in their 
and the Reaſons of this 


matter of Revelation, are by no means a 


* 5 proper Subject for Enquiry. 


But ſtill we 


are not left wholly in the dark about it. 
The Text tells us, He went down with 


7 


Toſeph and Mary from Jeruſalem, and 1was 
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ſubject unto them. Now Subjection is a com- a 4 


prehenſive thing, and includes under it all 
the Honour Parents can expect, or Children 


! — 
pay. Subjection in general implies a com- TY 
pliance with Authority and accompliſhment Ee 
of Pleaſure: In a Servant, it denotes a rea- 
dy, tho' forc'd Obſequiouſneſs, built on a FJ 
dread of Anger - In a Son, a willing Obſer- 
vance, conſequent on a deſire of Favour. 2 
And there fore this Expreſſion ſingly (were 
we to ſeek for other Arguments) would 1 - 
help us to infex, that a moſt ingenuous WQ 8 
Duty and Service was perform'd by the holy AY 
Child Feſus. ©. Ty 

The adjoining Paſſage, which mentions |, 
his Growth in Grace, Proficiency in Wiſdom, && 
and Advance in Favour uith Gad and Man, 
is to the ſame effect, and ſpeaks out plainly, L 
that the good Spirit of God inhabiting him JW © 4 
carried him on to the State of Manhood in Ne 
an even and conſtant courſe of Piety as A P i 


well towards Man as God. Y 
Too many make a Jeſt no leſs of Paternal E 


than of Regal: Government, and cry out 
with an imperious Air, Who is Lord over 
us? Inſtead of bowing the Knee to their + » 
Father for his Blæſſing, they lift up their 
Heels againſt him, and by Word, Deed and 
Geſture witneſs their readineſs to curſe him, 
If he queſtions them about Matters of near 
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flurt at the Admonition as if it were the 
worſt of Evils, ſeeming reſolv'd to fulfil 
„ no Will of his but the laft, wherein they 
hope he will fulfil theirs, Venerable Age 
7 — cannot command Attention, nor intimate 
* 
* 


- ,- Relation win it. In ſpite of Multitude of 
7 Days, his Wiſdom is overlook'd by thoſe of | 
"a Teſterday that know nothing, and in ſpite of 
4 = natural Dominion, his Authority is deſpi- 
% .*, Ted, The one paſſes for Dotage, the other 
* for Uſurpation. But whence have they 
©, learn'd theſe pretty Notions and this fine 
4 , Behaviour? In the School of Chriſt? No, 
7 
> 
* 


6 Children, obey your Parents, was his Do- 

. &rine, Obedience his Practice. He was 
"Is entirely at the beck of his Earthly Parents, 
8 and fulfill'd all their Pleaſure. They did 
baut ſay, go down with us to Nazareth, and 
- he went to it, tho? a Place remarkable only 
4 for its Obſcurity, and by the Jews held 1g- 
noble to a Proverb, Do this, and he did 
; | C it, tho' never ſo toilſom and laborious. 
2 is true, before, without their expreſs 
Leave and Knowledge, he ſtay d behind at 
F Feruſalem. But then the weight of the 
2 Occaſion was 3 to bear him out in it. 
” He had an Heavenly Father to attend and 
4 wait upon in his Temple, and that ſiperi- 
our Obligation ſuperſeded the Diſcharge of 
2 leſs. He was not taken up with vain A- | 
-- muſementsand impertinent Diverſions, when | 
they me him ſorrowing. Nor did he act 5 
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a ſullen part, when they found him. His 
Abſence was upon Reaſoris of Religion, and 
his Apology for it, ſuch as tended to make 
them ſenfible that he reſpe&ed them high- 
ly, notwithftanding it. 

Others are of a giddy deſultory Humour, 
and can ſet a tender Mother's Eye a wee- 
ping, by rambling out of its reach upon the 
leaſt Summons of Vanity or Recreation. 
They deliver themſelves over from one Ex- 
travagance to another, and trifle away their 
Time and their Innocence together. And 
as their frolickfom Jants hardly admit of 
an Excule, ſo they think it not worth their 
while to offer at any. They will not ac- 
count for their miſpent Hours, nor be taken 
to taſk for their wanton Chaces, They 
muſt be treated as Adonijah was by David, 
and never hear any ſuch upbraiding Lan- 
guage as Why haft thou done ſo? Even the 
cold Reproof of Eli, which he ſo ſolemnly ad- 
dreſs'd to Hophni and Phineas, if repeated 
upon them, preſently raiſes a Flame, and 
Milaneſs is requited with Fury. 

Our Saviour's Carriage was the Reverſe 
of this. The Days which he took from 
Mary's Preſence, were laid out to advan- 
tage, and accounted for with readineſs. 
He affected not an Independence, but came 


to a reckoning about them, as to a Work no 


leſs neceſſary than that they were employ'd 


on. The Expoſtulation, Son, why haft 


5 thou 
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thou ſo dealt with us, was hardly quicker 


than the Satisfaction he gave to the Scru- 


ples which occaſion d it. It troubled him 
that ſhe ſhould entertain Jealouſies of him; 
and therefore he haſtens to aſſure her, that 
while he might ſeem guilty of a Neglect 
towards his Mother, he was really execu- 
ting a Duty, even bis Father's Buſineſs. 
And that ſhe might be ſet perfectly to rights 
in her Apprehenſions, the firſt Propoſal of 
a Retreat homewards is chearfully cloſed 
with. They go hand in hand, like two 
wedded Lovers, to the place of Habitation 
and upon their arrival there, the Rules of 
Living that are ſet him, are obſervd to the 
utmoſt, He was not only 4 Carpenter's 
Son , but commenc'd one himſelf, as we 
may gueſs from the 6h of S. Mark, and o- 
ther Records of Antiquity. - Nay the Tra- 
dition 1s of early Date, that as he wrought 
at the Manual Occupation during the Life 
of Foſeph, ſo he follow'd it alone after his 
Death for the Support of Mary and himſelf, 
Some are of that unnatural Temper, ſo 
egregiouſly vers'd in the inhuman Doctrine 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, that how much 
ſoever they are able, they are not at all 
willing to adminiſter to the Neceſſities of 
the Loins that begat and the Womb that 


bore them. What have they that they did 


not receive; and yet as if they did not re- 
celve, they take no care to pay off the In- 
| 2 tereſt· 
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tereſt-debt, let Indigence call for it never 
ſo preſſingly. They can fee the Decays of 
Fortune, without affording Relief, and the 
Ruins of Conſtitution, without looking out 
for a Repair. The Life, which gave em 
theirs, is thought not worth the huſban- 
ding, yea fit for nothing but to be extin- 
guiſh'd as ſoon as poſſible. Yea, it may be, 
they are the fad occaſion of Want and Beg- 
gary, by with-holding a legal Due (where 
the Legs have been thrown away to ſtand 
upon Crutches ) or by giving a ſecret Blow 
to Intereſt and Reputation! And others that 
have not the Succours of the Purſe within 
their Power, are altogether as backward to 

Labours of Love. They will not wage 
War with Briars and Thiſtles, to fence off 
the Aſſaults of Hunger from another's Bow- 
els, which ſhould be reckon'd their own ; 
they will not delve in the Heart of the 
Earth to fetch up a comfortable Subſiſtence 
for an aged Father. The Fruits of perſo- 
nal Drudgery are beſtow'd upon their own 
dear Perſons, and beloved Self muſt en- 
groſs the Refreſhment of whatever can be 
| got by Wearineſs and Fatigue. Alas ! this 
is a common Evil under the Sun. How of- 
ten may we behold, what we cannot with- 
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out a Paſſion, a poor decrepit Couple, that 


ſtrip'd themſelves before they lay down to 
their long Sleep for the aggrand1zing a fon- 


dled Youth, made Strangers to their own 
|  Eſfates 
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Eſtates and Houſes, or inſulted in'them by 
the new Proprietor ! How often do we hear, 
what we cannot without Horror, unkind 
Poſterity enquiring into the old Man's 
Years, and complaining of an unhappy ob- 
{ſtruction to the finiſhing of their Fortunes. 
As if every Hour added to his Days bor- 
rowed Years from the 'Thread of their ex- 
pected Greatneſs! _ | 

But ſo far was our Saviour from leaning 
towards the Phariſaical Conceit, that his 
Actions were deſignd to baffle and diſcoun- 
tenance it. It ſeems, tho Silver and Gold 
he had none, he took his Mother's ſtate of 
Weakneſs and Inability into Conſideration ; 
and when one Staff of Age and Infirmit 
fail'd, made himſelf another. Foſeph, tho 
dead, was yet alive in the Carpenter's Son. 
He kept up the mean Employ, and with his 
Hands work'd out her Accommodation. 

This was his domeſtick Subje&ion, this 
his filial Concern, And I cannot forbear 
mentioning, a very recommending Circum- 
ſtance, the duration of it. Twenty Years 
(for ought appears to the contrary) were 
expended in her immediate Service ; nor 
did he quit the inglorious Trade, till the 


Fulneſs of Time was come, when he was to 


exchange one {ſort of Labour for another, 
Many look upon Home as a bigger ſort 
of Bird-cage, and often ſigh out the melan- 
choly Deſire, O that I bad Wings lite a 
- 


Dove, 
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Dove, that I might fly away and be at ret! 
They wiftr out the Lears of Minority, and 
long to be emancipated with the utmoſt Im- 
patience, A Father's Preſence is an Eye- 
ſore, a Mother's Controul an Abomination. 
Give me the Portion of Goods that falleth t6 
me, and leave me to my own Conduct, is a 
Suit the Heart, if not the Tongue, puts up, 
and to get out of ſight, upon ſuch an In- 
dulgence, and waft the Subſtance with rio- 
tous living, a matter of Fact as frequent as 
it is deplorable. In ſhort, the 2 an- 
ſwers to the Parable, in. this reſpect, and 
exceeds it in another: For where there is 
one that can ſay with the Elder Son, Lo! 
theſe many Tears do I ſerve thee, neither 
tranſpreſs'd I at any time thy Commandment, 
there are thouſands that track the Footſteps 
of the Prodigal. 

Qur Saviour on the contrary dealt tender- 
ly by Mary and ſtudied her Satisfaction as 
much as his own. The Age of Diſcretion 
did not ſteal him away from her dear Com- 
pany, and nothing but an higher Call, a 
Voice out of the excellent Glory, could 
have ſeparated him at that of Thirty. 
Till his ſacred Inveſtiture into the Media- 
torial Function, he held out in the mecha- 
nick Drudgery, and ceas d not to be the 


Carpenter, but upon his becoming an Evan» 
geliſt. 


O 2 Even 
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Even after the ſolemn Change, his Cares 
of her continued, .and hardly ended with 
R | 

_.. How and what, Proviſion was made for 
her during the Triennial Miniſtry, is not 
written; but we know what Legacy was 
appointed her in his la## Will and Teſta- 
ment. In the Bitterneſs of his Anguiſh he 
compaſſionated her Condition, as well as 
Grief ; and when he could no longer think 
of her in Perſon, he found out a Proxy to 
ſupply his room and his Affections. Firſt 
addreſſing himſelf to her under the Stile of 
Woman (which, tis like, was to prevent 
the Affronts of a boariſh Rabble, to which 
her near Relation to him, if diſcover'd, 
had render'd her liable) he recommends the 
Beloved Diſciple to her Love and Endear. 
ment, as one that thenceforward would per- 
form the Duty of a Son; and then turning 
to John, he recommends her to his Care 
and Protection as one that might deſerve 
the Title of a Macher. And accordingly 
S. Jobn took his Charge to himſelf, and 


ſerv'd her as if his own Mother with all ima- ( 


_ 


ginable Fidelity. . | 
Some that even bear the name of Dutiful, 
no ſooner take their Jeave of the native Fa- 
mily, but they forget ir too in ſome mea- 
ſure, and wiſh others would forget it like- 


" wile, that is, their Relation to it, becauſe 


of its Meannefs and Obſcurity, which them- 
_ ſelves 
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ſelves are got above. The Stream of their. 


Affections runs now another way; they 


find a new Chanel for them, and give em 


the liberty of ranging; they grow foreign 
in their Thoughts and Cares. Their Fa- 


ther's Houſe is eſtrang'd by Abſence ; and 
tho* the Queſtions of Health and Welfare 


are familiar ſtill and of courſe, natural 
Kindneſs finks at length into a cold Indif- 
terency, + + 5 

But our Saviour is an Exception to this 


unhappy Remark. Ft 
He never. out-grew his youthful Tender- 


neſs, nor ſhut the Door againſt Endear- 


ment. When he went about doing good, 
the remembrance of a deſolate Mother at- 
tended him; and when he was finiſhing 
his Courſe, - Love was itronger than Death, 


97 


and would do its friendly Offices amidſt the 


Agonies of a Crucifixion. 
I muſt confeſs, the Deferences of our Sa- 


viour to Family-Authority carry no direct 


Advice with them concerning the moſt im- 
portant Caſe of all, I mean, what is re- 
quir'd of a Child in reference to a Change 
of Condition and Circumſtances z and the 
reaſon is, becauſe he neither did nor thought 
it proper to enter upon a ae Relation him- 
ſelf; but however they are an implicit, in- 
terpretative Direction not to diſpoſe of our 
ſelves without a concurrent Choice. For 
if be was ſubject in every inſtance, but 

O 3 where 


198 | 


Numb, 30. 


The Private Life of Cnkisr. 
where Obedience had in Scripture a Clauſe 
of Exception, tis preſumable he would 
have been, upon Trial, in that alſo which 
is commanded by God in the Book of 
Numbers, 

This is an hard Chapter to the forward 
Young ; and tho' they muſt allow it a 
place in their Bibles, they will not in their 
Memories, No, Romance is their Study, 
and Paſſion their Law; and perhaps no 
ſooner are they let out of the Nurſery, but 
they ruſh into the World, not confidering 
that an Attempt to go alone ſo ſoon, will 
ſooner or later be unto them an occaſion of 
falling. Being Love-ridden, they ſtay not for 
their Parents Benediction, and how then can 
they expect God's? A negative Voice ſure 
in the point of Matching, is a mutual Right; 
and he that diſputes it on the fide of his 
natural Superiours under the Evangelical 
OFiconomy, in effect ſays, and will not be 


thank'd for ſaying ſo, that Chriſt came 


nor to fulfil the Lam but to deſtroy it 
Now that I have deſcrib'd the Fial Ob- 
fervance of the Bleſſed Jeſus, before I pro- 
ccd to recommend it to your Imitation, it 
5 An proper for prevention of Miſtakes 
ew where it ſtoppet. 
Phbat had its Doris, and ſo muſt ours, 
His Honour for God was abſolute and unre- 
ſerved, but his Regard for Man limited and 


{ibordinate, Whenever theſe Duties inter- 
| | tered, 
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fered, the former had the Preference. Ac- 
cordingly knowing it to be the Will. of Hea- 
ven, an holy Conference ſhould be held 
with the Doctors of the Temple, he on a 
ſudden withdrew himſelf from his Parents 
here on Earth, without giving them any 
notice of his Purpoſe ; which made known 
to them, might to their weak Reaſon have 
look'd like an extravagant Adventure, and 
ſo haye receiv'd ſome Obſtruction from 
their over-ſolicitude for his Safety. And at 
the next meeting, when they lovingly ex- 
preſs'd their paſt Sorrows for the loſs of 
him, he devoutly reprimands their immo- 
derate or ill tim d Care, minding them with- 
al of the higher Relation and Capacities he 
ſtood under. How is it that ye ſought me? 


Miſt ye not that I mutt be about my Father's 
buſmeſs;, Or, as the Words may be render'd, 


in ny Father's Houſe, whither the Solem- 
nities of Religion fummon'd me ? The Se. 
crecy of his Actings is not excus'd by him, 
becauſe ſubſervient to God's Glory and the 
Ends of Providence. The Complaint of his 
Mother ſtands condemn'd, becauſe implying 
ſuch Expectations of Deference as were in- 
conſiſtent with them. 

Nor was this the only time in which he 
made ſuch Diſtinction in favour of God's 
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Service. When ſhe call'd for the Miracle Joh. 2. 


of Wine, upon the Stock of Motherly Au- 


thority which reached not ſo far; he gave 
O 4 her 
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her more than an Hint of the Preſumption, 
by ſaying freely, Woman, what have I to 


do with thee? When a certain Woman of 


the company took occaſion from what ſhe 


had ſeen and heard, to bleſs not only him 


but the ver & uy which he had ſuck'd, he 
ſuffers not her Devotion to reſt there, but 
preſently directeth it to the proper Object; 


| averring, yea rather bleſſed are all they that 


Mat. 12. 


hear the Word of God and keep it. 

And once when he was diſturb'd in his 
popular Inſtructions by one that ſaid, Be- 
hold thy Mother and thy Brethren ſtand 
without deſiring to ſpeak with thee, he could 
not forbear anſwering in reſentment of the 
Interruption, Who is my Mother, and who 
are my Brethren? He could not forbear 
owning, in Zeal to his high Commiſſion, 


that every true Believer was as dear to him 


as his Brother and Siſter, and Mother. For 
this Cauſe came he into the World to bear 
Witneſs to the Truth ; and nothing he was 


reſolvd, no, not natural Alliances, ſhould 


hinder him from teſtifying it to the utmoſt. 


Some Children are as apt to err in the 


height of their Obedience, as others are on 
the defective ſide. They miſtake Adora- 


tion for Duty, and inſtead of honouring their 


Parents, they worſbip them. For their 


Company, they can forego God's, and in 


complement to their Wickedneſs remove 


their own Integrity from themſelves, E- 


very 
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very thing they can pronounce lawful that 
they know to be delightful to thoſe, and 
at every turn Courteſy gets the better of 
Morality. ch 

But in this they have not our Saviour 
for their Precedent. As he ſcorn'd to come 
ſhort of indiſpenſible Duty, ſo he never 
would ſurpaſs the Line of natural Obliga- 
tion. The Concernments of Heaven were 


always uppermoſt in his Mind, and moſt 


influential on his Carriage. And where 
there was no fear of a Competition, relative 
Intereſts took Place. But as he requires 
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us to hate our Relations comparatively when 


they would prove Lets of Piety and Vertue, 
ſo he demeaned himſelf in ſuch a manner 
as if he hated his, whenever ſuch a Demea- 
nour was but neceſſary to demonſtrate his 
Love to God. | 

It would not then make much for 74. 
cob's Excuſe, as to the Fact of gaining the 
Bleſſmp by Surprize, to ſay, that he was 
over-ruP'd in Obedience to his Mother. Her 
Propoſal, we find, could ſhock him at the 
firſt, and he concluded he could not act up 
to it without drawing a Curſe upon him- 
ſelf, And no doubt that ſudden Impreſſi- 
on upon his Mind, afterwards reliſted , 
ſhould have determin'd him to the contra- 
ry. All Engagements to human Duty, as 
they ſtand upon a Baſis of Conſcience, ſo 
are to by conſtrued with a ſalve for that 
. Duty 
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Duty which is properly Divine. A greater 
Right in God ſwallows up all inferior Pre- 
tenſions. -. 35431 
But tho* we may not _— our Ma- 
ker to obey his Creatures, yet Care would 


be taken that there be nothing elſe but a 


Zeal to a paramount Authority in our Re- 
fuſal. Nay, our Non- compliance with their 
Expectations, muſt not only he but appear 


to be the pure Reſult of Piety and Conſcience, 


And weſhould dreſs it up in the ſofteſt Terms, 
that it may be diſcern'd we retain our for- 
mer Regards for them, tho*. with a Reſerve 
of acting nothing that may intrench upon 
God's Laws. This was the Care of Jeſus, 
when he was tax d with a Neglect of pater- 
nal Love. He repreſents the Matter in its 
true Light, and convinces the holy Virgin, 
that what he did ſo much to ber Sor- 
rom, he could not but do, or he had never 
done it. < £14 07. NIX) 205 
It may not be amiſs to add here, that 
where the Commands laid upon us ſeem 
irrational, ſo long as we know they are 
not ſinful, we muſt reſign up our Judgment 
to their Pleaſure, becauſe the preſcribing 
Power lodg'd in our Parents properly re- 
ſpects things indifferent, and the Impreſſes 
of Nature are ſome Check upon them, to 
ſecure againſt the Preſcription of things 
unreaſonable. But if they are really arbi- 
trary and froward, they are our 3 
| ſtill, 
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ſtill, and we are their Children; that is, 


the Relation is indiſſolvible, and ſo are the 
Obligations too that follow it. The Sub- 
miſſions of Chriſt, we are ſure, had been 
the ſame, ſuppoſing Joſeph, who was 4 gad 
Man, had been a bad one; and he that was 
ſo ready to pay a Tribute that was not due 
for fear of offending, ſtood prepar'd for all 
lawful Exerciſes of Authority whatſoever. 

And now let us conſider. p 
2. The peculiar Fitneſs of his Example to 
enforce a filial Obedience. This is ſug+ 
geſted to us by the very Conduct of the in- 
ſpired Writers, who altho' they paſs over in 
Silence the greateſt part of his 7etired Life, 
yet forget not to tell us, that he came down 


with Joſeph and Mary to the City Nazareth; 


and was ſubject unto them, Which plainly 
intimates, the. Account of his dutiful Ob- 
ſervance was a thing too material to be o- 
mitted, and that the Impreſſion of it, if du- 
ly reflected on, muſt needs be irreſiſtible. 
Indeed, if we are unaffected by it, we 
are got beyond the reach of Argument and 
Influence. For was not he Father and Son 
to one and the ſame Perſon, the Root and 
Offspring of David, in reſpect of different 
Natures, did not he create the holy Virgin 
as well as fuffer himſelf to be conceived 
in ber? And if a Divine Subſiſtence could 
not exempt his human Nature from t 
ral Obligations, who can think to s. 
| clear 
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clear of inferior Dependencies? Did he, tho? 
infinitely above her in Point of Original, 
ſtoop beneath her, becauſe of that Concep- 
tion? How then can any comparative Diſ- 
advantages on 'the"Parents fide ſuperſede 
the Reſpe&s of Children? Did he, tho? 
King of Iſrael and Lord of the Creation, 
wield Hatchets and Hammers for her. Re- 
lief, and tho' able to turn Stones into Bread, 
by the Word of his Power, vouchſafe to 
earn hers with the Sweat of his Brow ; And 
what does this Preference of the ordinary 
Means of Help to fupernatural imply, but 
an Intention of making his Compaſſions Ex- 
emplary * Did he, upon the Death of 70. 
ſeph, ſucceed into his Cares, and ſupply 
his part towards the Virgin in all the In- 
ſtances of Love and Duty and Aſſiſtance? 
Even ſo muſt the young Children be like the 
Arrows in the Hand of the Giant, to ſuc- 
cour and defend the deſolate Widow. In- 
deed what are they but the Reſerves of 
Providence, deſign'd to fill up the vacant 
Place, and renew the Careſſes of the loſt 
Conſort in a different Capacity; that ſo ſhe 
may want her old Friend, without miſſing 
him. The Meanneſs of her Abilities, the 
Poverty of her Condition, the low Ebb of 
her Intereſt, are ſo many Calls to their 


Zeal, ſo many Incitements to their Service. 


Again, was he tractable and ſubmiſſive to- 
wards not only his real but alſo his reputed 
? | Parent, 
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Parent, and ſhall we then be ſtubborn and 
obſtinate in our Father's Houſe? If the bare 
Name or Character of Father, given by Mi- 
ſtake, with him had a ſacred and venerable 
Accent, ſurely with us the adhering Rela- 
tion ſhould command Dread and Reverence, 
ſlave off a Fellow-like Familiarity, and awe 
us into good Manners. Was he tender of 
his dear Mother, and ſolicitous for her fu- 
ture Welfare, at a time when he was the 
greateſt Object of Compaſſion himſelf > And 
can we that are at eaſe in our Poſſeſſions, ſleep 
over a weeping Mother's Misfortunes, yea 
drop the Regards of Decency, and ſet up 
for Humour and Oppoſition to Blood and 
Nature? 

Laſtly, Did his earthly Kindred never ex- 
perience the leaſt Negle&, but in Caſes of 
abſolute Neceſlity, when the Buſineſs of 
his Father that is in Heaven exacted his 
Attendance? And ſhall we appear unmind- 
ful of ours, without any ſuch juſtifiable 
Cauſe? He hath left us a Pattern that we 
ſhould do as he. hath done? And ſhall we, 
in Contradiction to it, run all the lengths 
of Impiety, diſregard the Counſel of grey 
Hairs, and at laſt bring them down with 
ſorrow to the Grave? | | 
This will be but a fad Story for them 
to tell, and for us to hear, when he whom 
we believe ſhall come to be our Judge, actu- 
ally comes to deinand an Account of our 
| Bellaviour 


206 


The Private Life of Cnrtsr. 
Behaviour towards them. And what muſt 
the Procedure be of ſuch a Perſon conſe- 
quent on ſuch a Charge? Full of Shame, 
you may be ſure, and full of Vengeance 
Guilt can look for no Favour from Inno- 
cence, Undutifulneſs no Mercy from Obedi- 
ence. The Example which could not re- 
form in time, ſhall upbraid for ever. 
There are not wanting other Motives to 
this Duty of Hhoncuring our Parents, tho? it 
is impoſſible to urge a better. 
For fri, What Inſtance of Morality was 
kept up in greater Repute than this, whe- 
ther among Jews or Heathens 2 How active 
was the great #neas in the Preſervation of 
aged Anchiſes, how induſtrious to carry on 
the vital Thread, which was nigh breaking, 
to the utmoſt Extent of Nature? The 
Flames of his Zeal certainly were as ve- 
hement as thoſe of burning Troy that gave 
it vent. How careful is Virgil to make 
Piety the Maſter-Ingredient in his lovely 
Character, how frequent in repeating the 
amiable Title of the dutiful Ancas? How 
celebrated was Alexander of Greece for his 
Obeiſance to ve grip How noted the Pro- 
lomies of Egypt, tor borrowing their Style, 
in Token of Reſpect, from theſe worthy 
Relations of -Father and Mother? Yea in- 
deed the Monarchs of all Countries have 
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And how does Pagan Hiſtory abound e- 
ven with private Inſtances of fl:al Affection 
and Reverence ? Pomponius Atticus not only 
made a Funeral-Oration on his Mother, but 
gloried in it, that he never had any occaſion Cora. Nep. 
to be reconcild unto her; and yet he buried 
her at Ninety Years of Age, himſelf being 
Sixty ſeven. No wonder then the Account 
of his Life is ſo much ſet by, when it con- 
tains an Incident ſo remarkable ! And now 
may I not fitly enough put the Queſtion, 
Shall Chriſtianity fall beneath the Attain- 
ments, and the Decencies of Heatheniſm. 

To paſs to Scripture-Examples; With 
what a pious haſte did Shem and Japheth | 
caſt a Veil over Noab's Nakedneſs, as if the den · 9. 
Proſpect of it had been as criminal as the 
Drunkenneſs that occaſion'd it 2 With what 
wonderful Patience did Iſaac ſubmit to the gen. 22: 
deſtructive Intentions of Abraham , as if 
Duty was dearer than Life? With what 
nice Punctuality did Jacob follow Iſaac's Gen. 28. 
Advice in the matter of Marriage? In 
what an awful manner did Foſeph, as high- 
ly exalted as he was in the Court of Pha- 
raoh, bow himſelf with his Face to the Earth, Gen. 48, 
when he brought his Sons to receive the 
Bleſſing of Facob £ His Dream touching the 
Sum and Moon's Obeiſance , and his preſent 
difference from other Stars in Glory, could 
not poſſeſs him with towring Imaginations, 
gould not tempt him to turn his back 9 
| rae 
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the Pit of Obſcurity out of which he was 
digd. With what humble Modeſty did 


x Sim. 19. 27 plead before Saul for the Life of 


avid? With what remarkable Tenderneſs 
did David, in his Exile and Flight before 
the Strong, deliver his Father and Mother 
into the ſafe-guarding Hands of the King of 


1 Sam. 22. Moab, to be with and protected by him, 


1 King. 2. 


Jer. 35. 


till ſuch time as he ſhould have a Kingdom 
of his own for their Accommodation? With 
what pious Regards did Solomon, when on 
the Throne of Iſrael, riſe up and meet Bath- 
ſbeba in her Advances towards him, as if 
in ſome ſence a Subject ſtill? With what 
rigorous Exactneſs did the Rechabites obey 
the Voice of 7onadab in the forbearance e- 
ven of innocent Liberties and Convenien- 
cies? With what devout Attention, laſtly, 
did Timothy receive the pious Inſtructions of 


Lois and Umice in the holy Scriptures ? 


And now if Obedience be not a reaſona- 
ble Tribute, why was it ſo readily paid by 
our Forefathers £ They had no Deſign, to 
be ſure, to ſuper-erogate ; they did only 
what they thought their Duty to do, and 
we mult go and do likewile, 

Again, the Benefits of Production and 
Education are undeniable Titles to Love 
and Honour, For is it not a receiv'd Ma- 
xim, that he who beſtows a Being, has a 
Right to all the Homage that ſaid Being 
can render? Are not the Fruits of our Box 
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dy, as properly, as much, our own, as thoſe 
of our Field? Is not Life an invaluable Bleſ- 
ſing? And is not Reſpect then to the Do- 
nors of it a neceſſary Piece of Gratitude. 
If the Libertine will obje& that the Chil- 
dren are not to thank their Parents for it, 
but their fleſhly Inclinations, may we not 
anſwer that to ſuppoſe the carnal Intereſt 
the only End of Matrimony, is too ſevere 
a Reflection on that State, which is ſo ho- 
nourable in the Senſe both of Scripture and 
of Reaſon. May we not urge that allow. 
ing Truth in the Suppoſition, the Obliga- 
tion ſtands good, 1f there be ſuch a thing 
as a Debt of Gratitude, becauſe no Kind- 
neſſes are wholly diſintereſted, wholly 
grounded upon Generoſity and good Na- 
ture? | : 
But what Compariſon 1s there betwixt 
the Kindneſs of bringing'em into the World 
and the Care of nurturing em in it? If 
we regard the Incapacities of the Cradle, 
the Helpleſsneſs of infancy, the Inadver- 


tency of Childhood, and the Giddineſs of 


Youth, what conſtant Fatigue and occaſional 
Hardſhips muſt it coſt our Parents to rear us 
up into Maturity and Vigour? How man 

weariſome Days and fleepleſs Nights do 
they ſpend in watching the tender Bloſſom 
which is eafily blaſted? How do they ena - 
ble us to crawl over the firſt Stages of Life, 


and as it were make their Strength ours in 
+: the 
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the feeble Eſſays of Nature, anſwer the 
Calls of Appetite with a ready Suſtenance, 
and guard againſt the Aſſaults of pinching 
Cold? How do they ſtoop from their Seri- 
ouſneſs and Gravity to pleaſe and gratify 
us in our little Fancies, to beguile us for our 
Good, and divert away our Frowardneſs? 
When we flip out of fight, how do they 
ſeek us ſorrowing, and when we run into 
Danger, how do they hazard themſelves 
for our Recovery from it? 

Nor 1s the rational part of our Education 
leſs painful than the inferior. What infi- 
nite Application and Conduct does it require 
to train us up into Reaſon and Religion ? 
How do they drudge in inſtructing us firſt 
to ſpeak, and then to form Words into co- 
Herent Langnage? What a Work of Toil 
and Tediouſneſs do they find it to keep 
Sence under, and render the Paſſions ma- 
nageable, to ſet Choice right, and infuſe 
good Principles? With how fixt an Eye 
are they forc'd to inſpe& our Behaviour, 
and with how troubled an Heart do they 
ſpy out our Miſcarriages? When we tread 
awry, what a doleful Sigh is fetch'd from 
it, to ſpeak out the inward Reſentment ; 
and when we walk uprightly, what diſquie- 
ting Fears of a future Backſliding caſt a 
ſudden Damp upon all their Happineſs, as 
oft as this Thought returns, that the Young 
hang at beſt but in an even Ballance be- 
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twixt Good and Evil, and it is impoſlible 


to foreſee which way the Scale-will at laſt 
turn. 

At length, when a riper Age calls for 
the Diſpoſal of our Perſons or our Fortunes, 
how 1s one ſort of Solicitude exchang'd for 
another? How diſturbd muſt they be to 
think of parting with their dear Pledges 
from their Wing and Boſom, that they 
have enjoyed our Company but for a little 
while, and perhaps ſhall enjoy it no more; 
that a long Interval at leaſt of Time and 
Place ſhall ſeparate em from every thing 


but a cold Intercourſe of Meſſages and Let- 


ters, which convey the Mind but by halves, 
and the Affections but faintly. If we are 
to enter upon Buſmeſs, how are their Brains 
upon the rack, in ſuiting Employment and 
Genius, Profeſſion and Talent, and how 
jealous are they of a Miſtake herein, and 
of its Conſequences, as knowing that with- 
out ſuch exact Correſpondence our Skill 
will be little, and our Succeſs Jeſs, If up- 
on a State of Marriage, with what Fear 
and Trembling do they come to the Prel:- 
minaries, what Tears of Kindneſs and Hor- 


ror are they ſeen to ſhed at the conſumma- 


ting Solemnity, as knowing that That is 
the moſt important Caſt, next to the great 
Throw for Eternity, becauſe a State for 
Life, which is our for ever here. 
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In ſhort, no body can tell the Anxieties 
and Miſgivings that go to Bed With Pa- 
rents. Some of them ate excellently ex- 
preſs d in the Book of Ecclus. The Nw 
* waketh for the Daughter, when no 
knoweth, and the Care for ber taketh' arg 
Sleep; jyben Je is [ron left ſbe paſs away 
the Flower” of her Ape; and 2 married, 
leit ſhe ſpould be 199 In ber Virginity, 
leſt ſhe” ſhould be defiled and gotten with 
Chill in her Father's Houſe, and having an 
Huſband, left ſhe ſbould' miſbehave ber ſelf; 
and oben ſhe i 2 martied, left ſhe Pond be 
barren. | 

Such” are a, Pld nts Suchens and that 
they Ma) hot ſink under the Prefſure of 
them, can we do leſs than 4dminiſter' the 
refreſhing Cordial of duriful 'Swbje&ion ? 
Can we do leſs than requite their Lore, 
by reverencing their Perſons?s 

It was one Argument the Mother of the 
Maccabees us d to recommend her laft bit- 


ter Admonitions unto Martyrdom, that 


ſhe had endur'd for them the Troubles of E. 
ducation. And has not that Reflection the 
ſame, or rather greater Force, in pleading 
for 4 Submiſſion to the much eaſter Rules 
of Houſhold-Diſcipline, which have no o- 
ther Deſign than that of the Angels, to keep 
us in all our Way? 

Once more, Obedience is the bin courſe 
that can be talen, as ſmoothing the way 
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to i comfortable and happy Life. For who 
ſo fit to direct as the Experienced, and who 
ſo ſafely to be dependel on as tlie Friend- 
ly 2 * And where can we look for Expert- 
ende and Friendſhip,” if not from thoſe that 
were born befbre us, and help'd us to our 
Being? They have had Opportunity to ob- 
ſetve the Events and Conſequencts of 
Things, the Humours and Intereſts of Per- 


ſons; and'thro* ſuch Remarks are beſt qua- 


lified to draw the Model of Practice. Their 
Sincerity too is as unqueſtionable às their 
Skill; they are not dahguing in tlleir Ad- 
vice; "they will be'ſare to ſpeak as they 
think, and no more miſguide than miſtake 
the Caſe before them. And therefore what 
could be more adviſable than to deliver our 


ſelves and our Affairs into ſuch good Hands; 


and where they lead, to follow them with 
Chearfulneſs? Who too live more under 
the Influence of tlie Divine Bleſſing, and 
the Light of his Countenance than the Du- 
77? How are they encompafs d with en- 
couraging Proſpects in reſpect both of the 
World that now is, and of that which is 
to come? Obedience you know is the firit 
Commanihment with Promiſe. What Satisfa- 
ction may they reckon upon during Life, 


in conſideration of their Gratitude to thoſe 
from whom they receiv'd il; and whatFru- 
ition will they be allmittec to, at the cloſe 
of it, when their honour'd Parents, that 
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went before them to the Grave, ſhall wel- 
come em into Glory. It is an old Maxim 
and a good one, F thou wouldſt be obeyed, 
being a Father, obey, being a Son, Thoſe 
that revere their Parents, ſhew their Chil- 
dren that they ſhould do ſo too. Much 
Good then comes by the very Example of 
the Thing, but more by the Favour of Di- 
vine Providence. | 

The wife Son of Sirach giveth us the Par- 
ticulars both of their Piety and of their 
Bleſſedneſs in the Senſe, tho? not wholly 
in the Words or Order of the following Sen- 
tences. They do Service to their Father as 
to their Maſter, and glory in every thing 
that will reflect an Honour upon his Perſon, 
Name or Memory. They help him in his 
decrepit Age, even to the performance of 
the moſt uncomfortable Offices about him, 


and deſpiſe bim not when they are in their 


full firength. If his Underſtanding fails, 
they have patience with him, now a Child, 


as he had with them, when they were ſuch; 


and grieve him not as long as he liveth. And 


by thus requiting of good Turns, they lay up 


a Treaſure for Futurity, and ſecure them- 
ſelves an Intereſt in that which ſhall come 
hereafter. For thus clearing Accounts with 
their Benefactor, they ſhall be heard when 
they make their Prayer, and find a ſtay when 
they fall. They ſhall receive a Tribute of 
Service 1n their turn, and have joy of their 
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own Children, They ſhall have their Hou- 
ſes eftabliſh'd by the righteous Lord that lo- 
veth Righteouſneſs, and their Sins, or In- 
firmities overlook'd by him who beholdeth 
the thing that 1s juſt, But as for the Grace- 
leſs and Diſobedient, all the Terrors of the 
Lord are drawn out againſt them. Their 
Her the Ravens of the Valley ſhall pick out, 
lays Solomon in one place; and in another, 
their Lamp ſhall be put out in obſcure Dark- 
neſs. He that forſaketh his Father, ſays the 
abovemention'd Writer, is as 4 Blaſphemer, 


and he that angreth his Mother, ſhall be cur- 
ſed of God. | 


Nor are theſe mere Bugbear-threatnings, 


only to ſcare and terrify. Ham, we find, was 
abandon'd of Heaven for his unnatural Free- 
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dom; and Abſalom, we read, fell a Sacri- 2 Sim. 18. 


fice to his Rebel-folly. There was fome- 
thing very exemplary in the manner of his 
Deſtruction. He who ſo deſerv'd an arti- 


ficial Gallows, was ſurpriz'd by a growing 


one; and Nature her ſelf, whoſe Laws he 
had ſo ſhamefully violated, became his Ex- 
ecutioner. 

And to mention no more Inſtances of 
Vengeance, Hophni and Phineas, that are 


branded in Scripture for not hearkening to the 


Voice of their loving Father, died by the 


Hands of their inſulting Enemies. Provi- 
dence even in latter Days, tho* it runneth 
for the moſt part under ground and out of 

P 4 light, 
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fight, burſteth out ſometimes in viſible 

Judgments upon the Children of Diſobedi- 

ence. Nor do the Abetters of it that par- 

take with them in their Sin, go without a 

ſhare in their Puniſhment. Even the Pro- 

digals themſelves when they bring forth 

worthy Fruits of Repentance, have this for 

one, the Re ject ion of thoſe that led them 

into Folly. Thus an Hiſtorian tells us of 

Coll. Eccl. King Richard I. that he abandond ſuch as 

fil 359- had been Rebels with him againſt his Father, 

and rewarded Loyalty with a ready admiſſion 
ro his Court and Service, 

And this may ſuffice for the Enforcement 
of Filial Duty. I have nothing more to 
add, but a Word of Exhortation to ſtubborn 
and refractory Children. 

Conſider I beleech you, ye Sons of Be- 
lial, by the Merits of Chriſt; conſider the 
Evil of your doings, what it is to mock at 
your Father, and forſuke the Law of your 
Mother. Thoſe are Names of Authority 
and Power, as well as of Tenderneſs and 
Endearment and yer you vilify and abuſe 

the Perſons that bear them, as if they im- 
ported neither! Heaven has inveſted them 
with a kind of natural Sovereignty over 

| you; you are their domeſtick Subjects, and 
| yet you domineer and ſwagger, as if the 
1 ; Whole Earth was your Juriſdiction. How 
| N $ It that you neither fear God nor regard 
lan? Whom do ye make your ſelves? Are 


YE 
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ye greater than Solomon, and 8 
other Worthies, that in their Times 
form'd the Obedience of Sons; or the Holy 
Jeſus, that fultill'd his Mother's Commands 
as well as his Father's Buſmeſs ? If you 
conceit you are, we muſt ſcore you up in 
our Thoughts as fitter for a Bedlam-Con- 
finement, than for abſolute Liberty: If you 
confeſs you are not, upon what pretence 
can ye challenge an Exemption from that 
Duty, which they regretted not to pay? 
Why is Home ſo homely a thing with you, 
ſo dull and tedious ? There are Frowns, it 
may be, that render it ſomewhat frightful 
and difagreeable. But 1s it not in your 
Power to convert them into Smiles? The 
{ſame Countenance, no doubt, is ſuſceptible 
of both, and had much rather entertain the 
one than the other; but the miſchief is, 
e will not give it leave to do ſo. Ye muſt 
be allow'd a Life of Sloth and Inactivity, 
ye muſt be indulg'd in a full ſwing of Plea- 


ſure and Voluptuouſneſs, or the Family 


wherein ye were born is ſure to have a 
world of Satyr and Invective thrown at it 
by your dirty Tongues! Many good Works 
have been done for you by your Father; 
for which of them do ye thus afflict and 
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vex him! Ariſtotle obſerves of the Spider's ariſt. Hiſt. 
Off-ſpring, that when with a great deal of . l. 3. 


Art and Labour he has ſpun a curious Web 
to catch them Food, and to ſecure it, the 
ſtrongeſt 
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ſtrongeſt of them, grown ripe for Miſchief, 
makes thoſe Threads fatal to the Parent, 
which he ſpent himſelf in framing for their 
Maintenance. And when a Man has co- 
pied one part of the Story in his Practice, 
by embittering his whole Life with Cares 
to leave you Wealth and an higher Place, 
will ye anſwer the other in your behaviour, 
by preying upon and conſuming the Bowels 

which did bear and nouriſh you? 
Think, think, wretched Men, what will 
become of you in the other World, after 
having acted ſo black a part in this. With 
what Eaſe can ye live, and how will ye 
dare to die! O Generation of Vipers! let me 
warn you to fly from the Wrath to come. 
Ye have tried ſufficiently the Folly of your 
own Counſels, and felt long enough the baſe 
Drudgery of feeding Swine, the worſt ſort 
of them, divers Luſts and Vanities. Re- 
turn, return then, ye wicked Prodigals, to 
God, to your ſelves, and to your Happineſs, 
and pity the Bowels that yearn after you. 
Ariſe each of you, and go to your troubled 
Father, and ſay unto him with bended Knees, 
Father, I haue ſinned againit Heaven, and 
before thee, and am no more worthy to be cal- 
led thy Son; make me as one of thy hired Ser- 
vants, rather than fuffer me to continue a 
Bond-ſlave of Hell. Ye will find, tis like, 
a place of Repentance in him, if ye thus ſeek 
it carefully and with Tears. His Compaſ- 
| ſions 
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ſions fail not; they only ſtand expecting, 
till ye come and humble your ſelves for 
your paſt Diſingenuity. Do but ſet out up- 
on Submiſſion, and he will run to meet you, 
fall on your Neck, and kiſs you, ſtoop as 
low in Expreſſions of Kindneſs as you can 
do in Acknowledgments. He will gather 


ou that were dead and are alive again, as 


an Hen broodeth her Chickens under her 
Wing that were {oft and are found. The 
heft Robe, and the fatted Calf are ready; the 
Arms are open for an Embrace, and the Hand 


lifted up to give a Bleſſing. Make there- 


fore haſte to be received, and he will make 
as much to receive you into Grace and Fa- 
vour. There is Joy on Earth over an un- 
gracious Child, there is J in Heaven over 
a Sinner that repenteth. And if any of us 
fall under either Imputation, God grant we 
may by our timely Repentance contribute to 
that Joy, thro* Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to 
whom with the Father, Gc. Py 
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E eee X03, 4, 
ils | 11 1 Wy Ann 11 * | 
Aud Faul ſaid, I would, to God that 
not only thou, but that all that Hear 
f ane this Day were both almoſt and 
1 F te i i MN , + | ' FTE 1 
- SOA: „ e 


III. f 


| HE Words are part of a Speech ad- 
ths reſs'd by S. Paul to Agrippa at his 
Trial before him. And ttuly fc admira- 
ble Conduct is legible in them, even taken 
ſeparate from the reſt of the judicious Abo- 
logy, as well became an humble Priſoner 
and a great Apoſtle. The Wiſdom of the 
Serpent is ſweetly coupled with the Simpli- 
city of the Dove; and ſuch an happy Tem- 
perature of both may be found here, as was 
requir'd in them whom our Saviour ſent 
forth as Sheep in the midſt of Wolves, with 
a Commiſſion no leſs hazardous to them- 
ſelves than beneficial to others. 
| This 


Atl 


This will appear” by conſidering” two 
Things. q 
| g The Moral State of S. Paul, or what 
7 he was, when he thus wiſh'd the | udge, 
| the Accuſers, and the Audience like bim. 
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| ſelf. [4 47; it ine f 111 JT el.144) ff 410k 
Il. The Drift or Importance of that affr- 

YN N Wi T wvoitld to God that not only 
: ; thou, Le, tit hin bis TH 1 eint 
/ And 1 the Moral State of the Perſon 


„in the Text was at that time doubtleſs very 
good, or he would never have offer'd to 
4 make a Reſemblance of it the Subject of his 
Devotion. 'Conceitedneſs indeed is a cbmmun 
> | Frailty, a Sin that doth very eaſily beſet us 
opiniative Creatures. In our Pretending 
Fancies we readily aſſume ſredhe Graves, 
in our overflouriſhits Imaginations we oft 
niſrate inherent Venues, We take our 
ſelves for Angels, when God will not GwII 
us for Saints, and are apt enough to ſay to 
the beſt of our Neighbours, I ant bolirr than! 
thou, when Parise the Sadneſs of Our ſpi- 
ritual Condition ftrikes us out of all com. 
pariſon with the teorſt. LL 
But S. Paul, we are fare, could not be 
miſtaken here as to the Foundation of his 
Charity. He wiſhes his Auditors were al- 
together ſuch as himſelf, and he had grounds 
for wiſhing this. For they were moſt * 
like him, to their great Difadvintages 
unlike him as (ior i toV 5 as eDarknef 
| to 
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to Light. They were all without Chriſt, 
if not without God in the World ;, ſome A.- 
liens even from the Commonwealth of Iſrael, 
many Strangers to the Covenant of Grace, 
more unacquainted with the golden Rule of 
Equity, that of doing as they would be done 
by. Feſtus, one of them, that had his Hea- 
theniſm {ſtill about him, could beſtow no 
other Character than of Madneſs upon the 
new Religion; and Agrippa, that had had 
his Birth and Education among the Fews, 


was but almoſt perſuaded to be a Chriſtian. 


On the contrary, the Man at the Bar was 
a thorough Convert, a perfect Chriſtian. 
The very Occaſion of his Appearance there 
witneſſed his Zeal for Jefus; and that his 
Leal was according to Knowledge, the Back- 
wardneſs of his Converſion 1s an Evidence. 
He ſtood out againſt the Force of Miracles 


and the Teſtimony of Martyrs. Nay, by 


his own Confeſſion, he had been nurtur'd 


in the {tiff way of a Phariſee, and as keen 


an Adverſary of the Goſpel, by Profeſſion 
and by Temper, as Any Man whatſoever, 
not only doing many things, but thinking 
verily with himſelf that he ought to do many 
things contrary to the Name of Feſus of Na- 
zareth ! | 
Now ſimple Ignorance 1s not half ſo dan- 
gerous as Error. Darkneſs holds in Suſ- 
pence , but a falſe Light ſeduces and hur- 
ries into Precipices, But yet he did at laſt 


\ get 
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get over Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion, and 
ſurrender to Chriſtianity ; and that he did 
ſo, this muſt be reſolv'd into an honeſt 
Heart and a well-grounded Reſolution. 

The Conſcience he had lived in before, 
tho erroneous, was a good one. His Un- 
derſtanding only wanted to be ſet right, 
his will was ſo already. The Truths of 
Religion therefore being preſs'd home upon 
the former, found an Entertainment, which 
they owed as well to his Deſire of Convi- 
ction as to their own Evidence. 

And as he acted with Sincerity in the 
Matter of his Converſion, ſo did he with 
Spirit in the Courſe of his Miniſtry. Op- 
poſition could not ſtop, nor Temptation di- 
vert him. When 4 Voice from Heaven ar- 
reſted him in his guilty Journey to Damaſ- 
cus, to inform him wherein he had done 
amiſs, an holy Ingenuity preſently vented 
it ſelf in an entire Submiſſion, Lord, 
what wouldſt thou have me to do? Which 
intimated there was nothing ſo hard to do, 
ſo dreadful to ſuffer, but he would readily 
do and ſuffer for the 'Truth. And when 
that Call for Inſtructions was anſwered, a 
vertuous Shame, a devout Warmth urg'd 
on his Soul in a kind of Impatience to ful- 
fil them. So far was he from being diſo- 
bedient to the heavenly Viſion , that it be- 
came his Meat and Drink to ſpend and be 


ſpent in its Service. What were Hunger and 
Thir#t, 
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a Thirſt, Cold and Nakeaneſs, but Entertain- 


ments when, undergone for the Benefit of 
Souls, what Travels and Impriſonments, Pe- 
rils among the Heathen, and Perils among 
his Countrymen, but Pleaſures, when Intro- 
ductions to the Triumphs of the Croſs ? 
How bravely did he contradi& the Sanhe- 
drim to their Faces, whoſe vile Inſtrument 
he had once been, and declare that Holy 
One, whom they voted a Deceiver, the Son 
of God, and Judge of them and all Men ? 
How general was his Apoſtolic Solici- 
tude? The Care of all the Churches, the 
Burthen of all the Chriſtian World as it 
were lay upon his Shoulders. And yet how 
particular too was his Fatherly Advertence? 
Who was weak and he was not weak by 
Sympathy? Who was offended and he burnt 
not with Reſentment? In Defiance of rave- 
nous Wolves, what a painful Shepherd did 
he commence over the helpleſs Flock, here 
viſiting, and there admoniſhing coritinual- 
ly; And how abundantly did he labour to 
make it greater, by preaching, praying, diſ- 
puting, writing, apologizing? And (which 
is the higheſt Commendation of paſtoral 
Endeavours) how were all His within the 
Meaſures of Diſcretion and Regularity ? 
Tis true, there was not wanting a wicked- 
ly artful Tertullus to implead and repreſent 
him as a peſi:lant ſeditious Fellom, and a Sprea- 
der of falſe Doctrine, as a Diſturber of the 

| Nation, 


St. Paul! C hriſtian Gallaniry. 

Nation, and a Profaner of the Temple. But 
tho* Oratory drew up the frightful Charge, 
Innocence could diſprove it. For this was 
his conſtant Exerciſe, to have à Conſcience 
void of Offence, towards God and towards 
Men; and this was the encouraging Mo- 
tive, even the Hope of a * es 
the Dead, both of the Juſt and of the Unjuſt, 
The ſeveral Articles of Impeachment run 
high, but what were they elſe but Calum- 
ny and Miſconſtruction? To ſpeak to em 
in the Words of his own Defence, Did they 


| ever find him raiſing up the People, diſputing 


with any Man in the Temple, or protaning 
it? He was purifyed in it, but this could 
hot ſure be deem'd a Profanation ; he was 


| purifyed without either Multitude or Tumult, 


and. therefore this could not be held Sediti- 
on. And as to the way which they calld 
Hereſie, was it any other than that whereby 
he ought to wworſbip the God of his Fathers, 
was it any other than what his Accuſers 
themſelves alſo allowed, in Oppoſition to the 
atheiftical Sadducees £ a 

And thus you have the Hiſtory, in 
ſhort, of St. Paul's Behaviour, antecedent 
to the Addreſs in the Text ; which being 
premis'd, we may proceed, 

2. To our main Buſineſs, vis, To 
examine into the Drift and Importance 
of it. 


Q Now 
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Now this can be no longer a Secret to 


us. *Tis plain, the great Bleſſing he re- 
commended to that numerous Aſſembly was 


an entire Belief and Intereſt in the Son of 


God, the Saviour of the World; ſuch a Be- 
lief as would render them equally zealous 


with himſelf for the Furtherance and Pro- 
pagation of the Goſpel; ſuch an Intereſt as 


would entitle them to the ſame glorious 


Rewards of Heaven and Immortality. And 


had they been in a ſupplicating Frame, 
could they have found any thing better to 
implore for themſelves ? St. Paul in this 
Caſe made his own Inclinations the Rule of 


his Benevolence. For doth he not elfe- 


where profeſs that he defir'd to know no- 
thing ſave Chriſt, and him crucified? And 


yet this Profeſſion could not be imputed to 
Ignorance or Incapacity. Tis a common 


thing with the zHiteratè Vulgar, to deſpiſe 
what is out of their reach, and make the 


Diſparagement of Learning a creditable Co- 


vert for their Dulneſs, But when he de 
termin d not to know any thing but the Evan. 
gelical Philoſophy, he had a familiar Ac- 
quaintance with the Human; to be bred at 
the Feet of Gamaliel, a learned Rabbi, was 
a Scholar-like Education; to be vers'd in 
the chief Authors of his time, Epimenides, 
Menander, Araius, whom he cites upon Oc: 
caſion; diſtinguiſh'd for a powerful and 
maſculine Oratory, by the Style of Mer 


Z Cr) 


cry, and furniſh'd out with Variety of Lan- 
guages, was an high Attainment, anſwera- 
ble to ſuch a Diſcipline, But as much as 
he had laid himſelf out upon Study, and 
drudg'd in the Mines of Learning, he de- 
clares he found not any true Treaſure, none 
worth the owning, till he quitted Specula- 
tion for Faith. Nay, did he not too count 
all his outward Privileges, whether of the 
Law or the World, but Loſs and Dung for 
the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus 
his Lord? And yet, abſolutely ſpeaking; 
they were of no mean a Character. We 
muſt not imagine he ſlighted the Jewiſh 
Prerogatives, becauſe he wanted them, For 
if any Man thought that he had whereof he 
might truſt in the Fleſb, He more: Circum- 
ciſed the eighth Day, of the Stock of Iſrael, 
&c. It ſeems, when he was contented to 
forego all things for the Chriſtian Religion, 
he was upon no ill Terms with Moſes ; he 
had an advantageous Pedigree and a legal 
Righteouſneſs to boaſt of. Whence we in- 
fer, the Goſpel Diſpenſation was of infinite 
Moment in his Account, that he did not 
go over to it upon little Views, or by way 
of Refuge from Diſgrace, or Inſignificancy 
under the former, but merely for its own 
fake, and upon a full Perſuaſion of its 
tranſcendent Dignity ; and conſequently the 
Convention were infinitely: beliolden to him 


for his Heart's Defire .and Prayer to God, 
Q 2 that 
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that they might as cordially embrace it as 

he had done. 
| Feſtus and Agrippa were Men of Quality Þ ru 
and Station, and wanted not Pageantry I of 
and Glitter in their reſpe&ive Governments, © w 
Notwithſtanding the Figure he bore in the I ch 
Chriſtian Church, he was ſure, was prefe- ¶ te 
rable to theirs. out of it, and that it would cr 
be happy for them if they could be prevai- C 
led with to enter upon the ſame Circum- N 
ſtances. Fe 
Nor can we be at a loſs to apprehend the ar 
Felicity conſequent on ſuch a Change. th 
They had commenc'd, as our excellent Ca. L 
rechiſm expreſſes it, Members of Cbriſt: Si 
Body, Children of God, and Inheritors of the co 
Kingdom of Glory. They had obtain'd a ne 
complete Syſtem of admirable Laws to lead te 
'em in the way everlaſting, the refreſhing m 
Influences of the Holy Spirit to ſupport em fi 
under all the Drudgeries of an earthly Pil- le 
grimage, and the Reverſion of endleſs Joys m 
to receive em upon finiſhing of their Courſe, | be 
And doubtleſs ſuch ineſtimable Advantages 1h 
deſerv'd the Streſs of a Wiſh, how little th 
ſoever thoſe deſerved them, in whoſe Be. di 
half it was made. | fi 
The Apoſtle's Anſwer then, tho? conciſe} th 
in the Expreſſion, was ſubſtantial in the R 
Matter. And it is hard to ſay which it V« 
- diſplayed moſt, his Charity, or his Prudence. fa 
A Chriſtian Meekneſs thin'd out before with w 
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an endearing Luſtre, When Feſtus inter- 
rupted him in the Narrative he was giving 
of himſelf, his Life, and of his Doctrine, 
with the ſcornful Imputation of a melan- 
cholick F "my , and a diſtemper'd Brain, 
telling him, he talk'd like a Man that was 
cras'd ; he took no other Advantage of the 
Calumny, than to confute it by a modeſt 
Negative, ſaying, I am not mad, moſt noble 
Feſtus, but ſpeak forth the Words of Truth 
and Soberneſs. This Suppoſition, if any 
thing could, might have juſtified cutting 
Language, as being a Satyr not only on the 
Speaker, but alſo the Subject of his Diſ- 
courſe, Religion; but the Prifoner would 
not be put beſides himſelf by the raſh Pre- 
tence that he already was ſo ; and had no 
more loſt his Manners than his Senſes. He 
firſt beſtows Terms of Reſpe& on the Revi- 
ler, and then turns to. one he preſum'd 
more diſpos d for Attention, Xi e 
believeft thou the Prophets? I know that 
thou believeſt; I will not, cannot think but 
that you are well read in the ancient Pre- 
ditions concerning the Mæſſiab, and ſatis- 
fied too as to the full Accompliſhment of 
them in Feſus. And when Agrippa by his 
Reply ſeem'd to give a Look towards Con- 
verſion, how ſolicitous was he to carry him 
farther, how concern'd to have him ſetled 
within the Pale of Chriſtianity? 
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We read in the feign'd Account of the 
Prodigal Son that upon his Retreat home- 
wards, while he was yet a great way off, 
the Father reach d him with his Compaſ- 
ſions; and as if the Heart had ſet the Feet 
at liberty in ſpite of Age, he ran to fall on 
bis Neck and kiſs him. And we read in the 
real Hiſtory of the inquiſitive young Ruler, 
that upon that Declaration, A the Com- 
mandments have I kept from my Touth up, 
Feſus looking upon him, loved bim, that is, 
with a Love of Tenderneſs and Pity, and 
inſtructed him farther how he might make 
ſure of eternal Life, 

And have we not St, Paul copying after 
the Divine Precedent, even to Exaqneſs? 
No ſooner did the King faintly own a Kind- 
neſs for the new Inſtitution, but this ſet 
his Affections at work to contrive the per- 
fecting of the good Deſires, The remoteſt 
Tendencies to an holy Faith were a wel- 
come Diſcovery, and nothing he deſires 
more than the Improvement of them into a 
State of Grace and Salvation. 

He congratulates the bare Appearance of 
Ingenuity, and tells him twas a thouſand 
Pities he had not liſted himſelf by this 
time in the number of true Believers, Al- 
moſt thou perſuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian, 
was an Acknowledgment not worthier of 4 
Grandee, than the Rejoinder was of a Di- 
vine ) 1 would 0 God that thou wert not n- 
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ly almoſt, but altogether ſuch as I am. Well 
ut, you'll ſay, does it not carry with it 
an Air of Pride and Oſtentation? Does it 
not look like vain Glory and a fiſhing for 
Praiſe to wiſh another ſuch as himſelf ? 
No, it cannot do ſo in our Apoſtle, who, 
tho he had been once of that godly Party, 
was never ſo far, as to be tinctur'd with 
this Leaven of the Phariſees. | 
Such Sounds we hear not but from empty 
Veſſels. On the contrary, the pure Stile of 
Humility runneth through his Epiſtles. What 
modeſt Hyperboles came from him? I am 
the chief of Sinners, the leaſt of the Apoſtles. 
What decent Remembrances of his unrege- 
nerate State? I was a Blaſphemer and a Per- 
ſecutor. What grateful Reflections on Di- 


vine Dependence ? By the- Grace of God I 


am what I am, When the fouleſt Aſper- 
ſions call'd for a perſonal Defence, what 
Struggles were there between the Hatred of 
Vanity and the Love of Truth? I am be- 


come a Fool in glorying, but ye have compel- 


led me. When he did upon mere Compul- 
ſion aſſert his Apoſtolick Authority and 
Zeal, with what Abatements was the Com- 
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mendation clog'd ? In nothing am I behind 


the very chiefeſt Apoſtles, yet I am nothing. 
I would to God, then , that you were alto- 
gether ſuch as I am, could not be the Lan- 
guage of Inſolence and Boaſting , but of 
Compaſſion and good Nature. It 1s the or- 
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dinary Practice of the truly Pious to tell 
what they would be, not what they are. 
And accordingly it was his. Mo# gladly 
would be have rather gloried in bis Infirmities. 
But as the Credit of his Apoſtleſhip one 
while, ſo now the Demonſtration of his 
Concern for the Intereſt of Souls as well 
demanded as occafion'd an handſom men- 
tion of himſelf. He entertain'd a mighty 
regard for the profeſſed half Chriftian, and 
to let him ſee he did, prays that his own 
Caſe may be his; which would render him 
an entire one, wanting nothing. Nay fo 
intenſe was his good Nature, in recommen- 
ding his own Caſe, he makes a tender re- 
ſerve of ſuch Circumſtances as would have 
leflen'd the Favour of the Compariſon. I 
would you were ſuch as I am, except theſe 
Bondi. Here is indeed the Rhetorick of the 
Schools, the Complaiſance of the Court, and 
what is greater yet, the Sincerity of the 
Goſpe! ! Were it in the Capaci 1 of the 
h 


Heart to conceive more generous Thoughts, 


in the Power of Words to ſet out greater 


Benevolence: ? The bitter Cup which his 
Saviour had given him, he 9 reliſh well 
enough himſelf; but he ſcorn'd, knowing 
the upſuitablencſs of it to other Men's 
Taſts, to let that go in the Inventory of 
Chriſtian Privileges. He had no evil Eye 
pf Agrippa's Crown, no other Deſign upon 

his Ferſon, than to add to his Glory. He 
might 
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might continue, for all him, as great as he 
pleaſed, ſo he would but become as good 
as he ought to be. This was the Apoſtle's 
aim, and this the Letter of his Addrefs, as 
well as the meaning. But while he was 
thus benevolent towards the King, he did 
not forget the Subjects; tho* if we conſider 
who they were, he had but little Tempta- 
tion to remember them with Civility. The 
Tews that came dawn from Feruſalem to Cæ- 
ſarea to lay many grievous Complaints againft 
bim, ſtood round about in the Place of Hea- 
ring; and yet his Ghoſtly Bleſſing is general 
and unlimited, like the Mercies of God, I 
would to God that not only thou, but all that 
bear me this Day, wwere both almoſt and alto- 
gether ſuch as I am: Nay too he excepts 
the Bonds, with which he ſtood oppreſs d 
by their means, from having a place in the 
Wiſh, and yet excepts none from having a 
ſhare in the Contents of it. 

His Country- men could not have injur'd 
him worſe than they did, in a greater de- 
gree, or in more Inſtances. The only In- 


2 


gredients of mortal Happineſs, Liberty, Re- 1 
putation, Livelihood, they actually wreſted 


from him, and the Foundation both of it 
and them, they were ſtriking at with the 
utmoſt vehemence, Life it ſelf, But he 
had the Gift of a forgiving Temper to ſuch 


Perfection as to deal with em, notwith- 


ſtanding, as with Men that bad not * 
Vim 
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him at all, intereſt em in his devouteſt Li- 
tany, and beſeech Heaven that they might 
have the Grace to cloſe with Chriſtianity, 
but not the Misfortune to ſuffer for it. 
So that Charity which ſgełeth not her own 
excluſively of others Welfare, thinketh no 
Evil by way of vindictive Reprizal, doth 
not behave it ſelf unſeemly, is not eaſily pro- 
voked, -beareth all things; now, if ever, ex- 
erted thoſe lovely and loving Qualities to 
the Life. | "AP be 

Nor was the Method of Management leſs 
prudential than ingenuous, The View he 
ated upon, was to work good Impreſſions, 
and adminiſter Grace unto the Hearers. And 
what could have been more effectual to 
that purpoſe, what better for the uſe of edi- 
Hing, than the Communication which procee- 
ded out of his Mouth 2 

As elevated Stations are commonly very 
unfriendly to nice Vertue, fo Agrippa was 


far from ſtanding clear of Immoralities, un- 


leſs Inceſt and all the ugly Train of atten- 
ding Vileneſſes deſerve a better Name. And 
therefore perhaps St. Paul may be condemn'd 
by our firſt Thoughts for the Tenderneſs of 
his Application. We ſilly Things may ima- 
gine he ſhould have fell to work with his 
Vices, when it was ſaid, Alnoſt thou perſua- 
deft me to be a Chriſtian, and aſſured him, 


that he could not be Almo# a Chriſtian, till 


he quite ceas'd to be a Libertine. But our 
| Apoſtle, 
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Apoſtle, who enjoy'd the Divine Tutorage 
of God's Holy Spirit, knew what he did; 
and that he ought as little to tranſcribe the 
barefac'd Reproaches of an haſty Zealot, as 
the fulſom Flatteries of a glozing Tertul/us 
which he practis'd upon Felix. It was not 
for want of Courage but Occaſion, that he 
forbore the Freedom. He could reaſon with 
Openneſs before an adulterous Felix, of Righ- 
teouſneſs, Temperance, and Fudgment to 
come, not ſtaying to conſider whether the 
plain dealing might not expoſe him to Ex- 


tremities; and lay the Sins of the Right- 


worſhipful ſo-home to him as ro make him 
tremble. But as,. generally ſpeaking, it is 
not fit to ſay to a King, Thou art wicked, 
or to Princes, ye are ungodly ;, ſo a down- 
right Reproof would have been moſt impro- 
per in the Conference with King Agrippa, 
becauſe unneceſſary, He might be work'd 
upon a more excellent way, that is, with 
ſweet Addreſs and holy Artifice; as is evi- 
dent from the Event. St. Paul made it 
matter of Preſumption, that a Jew believed 
the Prophets ; and the bare attributing of 
this Belief to Aprippe produc'd in him kind 
and favourable Thoughts of Chriſtianity, 
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And when one Complement or ſtreteh of 


Courteſy, as we may call it, had wrought 
ſo well, there was Encouragement enough 
for beſtowing another. So he comes upon 


him with an obliging Rejoinder, I rc 
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to God thou wert not only almoſt, but alta- 
gether ſuch as I am, except theſe Bond- 
where twas well the Bonds made an Ex- 
ception in the courted Likeneſs. For had 
he invited him to Chriſtianity and to Chains 
at the ſame time, he would have ſeem'd by 
ſuch an odd mixture of an Addreſs rather 
to envy the great Pomp and Parade with 
which he and Berenice entred the Tribunal, 
than to put him in a way of becoming hap- 
pier ſtill. F ye ſuffer for Righteouſneſs- 
ſake, bappy are ye, was a Maxim with Chri- 
ſtians, but a Paradox to Jews, whoſe Reli- 
gion was endeared to them by temporal Pro- 
miſes and Bleſſings; and a Crowned Head 
eſpecially would never have bore being told, 
that it were a Providenee to be wiſh'd, to 
be made at once a Diſciple and a Priſoner 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and turn'd out of a vo- 
luptuous Palace into a mortifying Durance: 
Whereas the ſoft well-worded Reply tothat 
Confeſſion of being half perſuaded to turn 
Proſelyte, might probably have carried the 
ed deeper. *I'is moſt certain, it 
touch'd the Heart ; which if it be not the 
Seat of Conviction, is an Avenue that muſt 
be gain'd before Argument can have acceſs 
to it. He thereupon pitied him that was 
in Bonds as bound with him, and as hear- 
tily wiſh'd it had been in his Power to re- 
leaſe che Apoſtle, as the other did, it pg 
| den 
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been in his to inſtate the Ang in the glo- 
rious Liberty of the Sons of God. 

Nor was the Diffu/iveneſs of the 8 
an impertinent Circumſtance in it. Thoſe 
who are well acquainted with the Springs 
and Methods of human Paſſions, are no 
Strangers to the Influence of good Lan- 
guage. Unexpected Civility has often ſur- 
priz d an Enemy into Friendſhip. And 
St. Paul might hope an affectionate Bleſſing 
beſtowed, where nothing was looked for 
but Curſes, might melt down the Wrath of 
his Accuſers, and ſoften em into a liking 
not only of his Perſon but his Doctrine. 
Truly, how could the moſt inveterate Spite 
be impregnable to ſuch enamouring Good- 
neſs? When a poor Sufferer thus breath'd 
out his Compaſhons, — TI would to God, all 
that hear me this day were ſuch as I am, as 
well Adverſaries as Friends, bating that Se- 
verity of Fetters which they have impos'd 
on me, how could they forbear anſwering 
in the Language of Eli to meek Hannah, 
Go in Peace, and God grant thy Petition, 
that is, make us ſuch as thy ſelf in point 
both of Faith and Practice. Indeed Fact came 
ſhort of this. He did not overcome Evil 


* 
- 
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with Good, any more than he was over- 


come of Evil; but ſtill the Endeavour was 

commendable, and it had been ſucceſsful 

too, had there not been as great Prodigies 
in Morality as in Nature. | 


Thus 
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Thus I have illuſtrated the Demeanour 
of St. Paul as well as I could; but to ſet 
it out in all its amiable Colours, requir'd 
a Genius of Eloquence like his. 

The practical Obſervations that by way of 
Inference may be raiſed from it are theſe, 

1. That we muſt bleſs them that curſe 
ws, and pray for ſuch as deſpitefully uſe and 
perſecute us. 3A * 

This is a Doctrine which our Lord had 
long before expreſly delivered in his Ser- 
mon, and very lively exemplifyd in his 
Pratice ; and ſuch Authorities are ſuffici- 
ent for the Recommendation of the hardeſt 
Leſſon. But if inferiour Precedents from 
Men of like Paſſions and Infirmities with 
our ſelves have any additional force, the 
Text will help us to a very good one. For 
was ever Malice wound up to an higher 
pitch than in his Proſecution, or Charity 
exerted in nobler Strains than in his Con- 
duct? The High Prieſt and Elders laid at 
his door the greateſt Crimes without the 


leaſt Foundation, even thoſe of Sedition in 


the State, and Innovations in the Church; 
and yet he could make a Temple of a Tri- 
bunal, and turn it into a Place of Devotion 


for them. They conſpir'd his Deſtruction, 
and yet he prayed for their Salvation. He 
wiſh'd 'em his Graces, but not his Chains; 
all the Good that was in him, but none of 


the Evils that were hon him; all the Good 
\ that 


— FP 


St. Paul's Chriſtian Gallantry. 239 


that was in him, tho' that was the very 


Root of all their Bitterneſs; but none of 


the Evils that were upon him, tho' thoſe 


were the Fruits of it. EX 
And does not this wonderful, this ſelf- 


denying Paſſage, call out our Thoughts and 


our Wiſhes into the Service of God's Ene- 
mies and ours? Does it not loudly dictate 


Interceſſion to us, and powerfully beſpeak 


a generous overlooking of Treſpaſſes and 
Indignities? In true Conſtruction, our A 


poſtle in his Fetters before the enraged 


ultitude, thus ſcattering his Largeſſes of 
Benediction among them, was a much grea- 
ter Man than Agrippa in all his Glory, fit- 
ting on the Judgment-Seat to ſentence him, 
And therefore ſuch, to be ſure, are loſt to 


all Sence of Honour as well as Morality, 
that think much to imitate ſo venerable a 
Pattern of Chriſtian Bravery. 


2. We obſerve, in the Words before us, 
the Slight and Contempt that a manly ſuffe- 
ring Vertue paſſes upon earthly Grandeur. 
It has been always held convenient that 
Magiſtracy ſhould be diſtinguiſhd by out- 
ward Figure. Furs and Scarlet, Title and 
Retinue, go for neceſſary Appendages; and 
they really are ſo. But then the Neceflity 
has but an uncreditable Original, the Tg- 
norance of the Multitude, who meaſure 
out Duty in Proportion to Appearances. A- 
Jas! theſe things are at the bottom deſpi- 
| | | cable, 
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cable, as mean as the Minds that value ge. 
them. Senſe is affected by them; but ſo is 
not Reaſon, much leſs Grace; the former 
lets us into the ſecret of their Appoint- WW ,; 
ment, informing us that _ are indeed a 
Guard to Authority by the Favour of vul- 
gar Apprehenſions about them, but no Ad- Fl ,; 
dition of Worth to the Man that bears it; ¶ be 
the latter tramples on them as mere gilded lf 7 
Trifles that belong only to this World, a ch 
Scene of Vanities, and periſh with it. That 0 
this is no idle Speculation, let St. Paul's 
Behaviour witneſs. When Agrippa appear'd 
in his Robes, and his Chair of State, with th 
flanting Berenice by his fide, and a Train 5 
of Nobles about him, the gazing Populace 
no doubt were aw'd with the Solemnity; ot 
and it was expected that the ſuppos'd Cri- 80 
minal ſhould be ſo too: Yea he really Ich 
had been ſo, had he brought Guilt along Mfc; 
with him to help out the Impreſſion. But Wl a, 
ſo far was he from trembling before that 
mighty Preſence, ſo far from being ſtruck 81 
dumb with the Parade , that he ſpeaks 
.out boldly as he ought to ſpeak. Un- 
conſciouſneſs of Miſdemeanour gave an KW; 
aſſured Air, and a graceful Freedom; and KW; 
the abiding Conviction on his Mind of 6 
better things to come enabled him to de- th 
ſpiſe the things that were ſeen, Had he th 
| laid to the proud Mortal, with an Accent hi 
N of Admiration, Would I were as thou * d 
2 et 
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ſet aloft in Power and Glory, he had deli- 
vered the Wiſhes of half the Company in 
reſpe& of themſelves ; but tho' he pleaſed 
all Men, he could Aatter none. No, this 
was the big Language of the Chriſtian He- 
70, and it well became him, Would to God 
hou wert as I am, and then thou wouldft 
be truly happy. He was not in love with 
Chains himſelf, and ſo did not recommend 
them; but he could challenge even Majeſty 
to furniſh out ſuch Materials for Felicity, 
as his Zeal help'd him to, that put them on. 
There 1s no Compariſon then betwixt 
the Glitter of 2 Crown and the Glories of 
the Croſs,” between the Amuſements of Ho- 
nour and the Comforts of Religion. While 
others place their Merit in their Show, | pious 
Souls find a Worth in themſelves that ſets 
them much above it. Whilſt the ſimple 
Crowd adore Riches with a ſtupid and a- 
ſtoniſh'd Reverence, They ſmile at the De- 
luſion, and pity them. While haughty 
dinners are undone by Proſperity, and led in 
golden Fetters to Perdition, They hug their 
guiltleſs and ſecure Poverty, they rather enjoy 
than ſuffer their Afflictions, and knowing 
themſelves to be far more honourable before 
God than they can be ignominious before 
the World, they bear up bravely againſt 
the Horrors of a Priſon, the Inſults of ar- 
bitrary porn and the Pains of Martyr- 


dom. 


R 3. Ano⸗ 


241 


242 Sr. Paul! Chriftian Gallamry. 
3. Another Remark offers, touching the 
Effects of a true and hearty Conver/ion, that 
it is generally attended with more than or- 
dinary Heights of Piety and Vertue. For 
proof hereof I might refer you to Manaſ- 
ſes, Lacheus, Mary Magdalen, and other 
Penitents; but the eininent one in the Text 
is a ſufficient Evidence; and if we went no 
farther than the Text, we ſhould find hin 
ſo. For how does he here forgive becauſe 
himſelf had been forgiven, and expreſs an 
earneſtneſs to communicate that Good to o- 
thers which he had receiv'd from God 
But we have other flights of Compaſſion 
from him, more wonderful if it be poſſible. 
In his firſt Epiſtle, he thus beſpeaks the 
Theſſalonians. Me were gentle among you, 
even as a Nurſe cheriſheth her Children. 
Melting Tenderneſs indeed ! And yet he 
riſes higher in the next Verſe. We were 
+; to have imparted unto you not the 
Goſpel of God only, but alſo our own Souls 
or Lives, becauſe ye were dear unto u.. 
In his ſecond to the Corinthians, he tells 
them, that owt of much Affection and Anguiſo 
of Heart be wrote. unto them with many 
Tears, not that they ſhould be grieved, but 
that 7 might know the Love which be had 
more abundantly unto them. And did not 
every Sentence, Word, Syllable of the kind 
Addreſs carry a v with it ſufficient to 
{et them all a weeping for Joy and Tran. 
HE” Wb | | ſport ? 
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ſport 2 In that to the Philippians we find 
him contented to abide longer in the Fleſh, 
wberein he groan'd being burthen'd, and to 
be abſent from the Lord, in whoſe Preſence 
there is fulneſs of Joy, becauſe it was need- 
ful for them, for their Edification and their 
Comfort. In that to the Romans he wiſhes 
hinfelf accurſed from Chriſt for bis Bre- 
thren, his Kinſmen according to the Fleſh, 
meaning this at leaſt by the Hyperbole, that 
their Salvation lay next his Heart, and he 
would have been glad almoſt upon any 
Terms to purchaſe it. 

Such were his Expreſſions, and he took 
care to verify them by labouring more a- 
bundantly than others. Indeed he was al- 
ways meditating new Labours for his Zeal 
and inew Advantages for the Church. By 
owning himſelf the chief of Sinners, he ob- 
lig'd himſelf to be the chief of all Chriſt's 
Votaries ; and at length he died a Martyr 
for the Faith, who had been himſelf a Per- 
ſecutor of Martyrs. 

And the ſame in ſome meaſure is the 
Conduct of all ſincere Converts to Religion. 
They think, hey more eſpecially owe the 
World the Bleſſings of a good Example and 


an active Life, by way of Expiation for 


former Scandals ; they conſider they were 
born out of due time, and ſet out late upon 
their Duty, and that therefore they ſhould 
double thejr pace in order to overtake the 

R 2 more 
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more forward Chriſtians , and ſhew their 

ood Will to the Race ſet: before them, 
N to theſe animating Reflections, 
they ſtudy to ſerve God and their Neigh: 
bour in the moſt eminent way and meaſure 
poſſible. Where another's Heart pities, their 
Bowels yern, Where an ordinary Chri- 
{tian confines himſelf to ſuch a Piety as 
may juſt carry him out of danger, they di- 
{tingutſh themſelves by the moſt generous 
Efforts of Zeal, as Men not at all afraid of 
bidding too high for Happineſs. 


It is no wonder therefore there is ſo Þ 
much 7oy in Heaven over a Sinner that re- 
penteth, but rather that there is fo little on 


Earth upon that Occaſion. The Fruits of 


Repentance doubtleſs which Men on Earth] 


are the only Partakers of, are ſuch as may 


juſtly challenge it; and they don't deſerve 


to partake of them, that will not welcome 
the good Tidings. Reformation, we are 
ſure, is the next beſt thing to Innocence, [ 
had almoſt ſaid a great deal better in regard 
of Conſequences. And if he that recovers 
one Perſon from the Error of his way, and 
ſo ſaveth a Soul from Death, is to be eſtee- 
med very highly for the work: ſake, the 
Perſon recovered will be worthy of double 
Honour; becauſe likely, as well on the 
ſcore of Inclination as Capacity, to turn 
many unto Righteouſneſs, | 
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4. Hence we learn that Self-Vindications 
in ſome Circumſtances are very conſiſtent 
not only with a moderate Vertue, but E- 
vangelical Perfection For otherwiſe ſo big 
a Compariſon had never drop'd from the 
greateſt of Saints. To run out into Perſo- 
nal Praiſes is ever an invidious, often an 
unwatrantable Freedom; and it looks as if 
a Man had as little Merit as Ingenuity, 
when he enlarges on his own Character. 
But as to every Purpoſe under Heaven there 


| i aSteaſon, ſo certainly for Apologies. When 


we lye under the weight of an ill-plac'd 


+ Cenſure, we may, nay we muſt do our 


utmoſt to remove it; for a burden of this 
kind is an Oppreſſion to Truth as well as 
Honour; and if that ſuffers, Religion will 
ſo ; too; it being undeniable that nothing 
renders a Perſon ſo uncapable of daing 
good, as the being reputed bad. St. Pal 
therefore made bold to glance upon the In- 
offenſiveneſs of his own Behaviour, when 
reproach d for the contrary; and knowing 
that a good Name was ſuperiour to all Blet- 
ſings but that which made it one, a godd 
Conſcience, would ſee that none ſhould 
make his glorying void. Indeed elfewhere 
he does more than glance, he enlarges on 


his Endowments, Graces , Privileges 3 but 2 Cf 11. 


then not without a mention of Neceſſity on 
one hand and keluctancy on the other. Rr 
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And the Liberty he took may be repea- 
ted with the Occaſion : But ſo will the Re- 
gret too, or we are not Followers of St. Paul 
as be was of Chrift. 2 

It is pity the Dirt of Infamy ſhould be 
laid at his door, that keeps himſelf unſpot- 
ted from the World; but it is a ſhame to 
let it lye there, when a modeſt Defence 
my wipe it off, And Reſervedneſs in this 
Caſe as neceſſarily brings him- under the 
guilt of Careleſſneſs, as unprovok'd Narta- 
tives of himſelf would under that of Oſten- 
tation. Ts; 

5. Hence we learn, prudential and art- 
ful Management may very well ſtand with 
a Principle of true Religion. Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs are ſeldom found together in Pra- 


Bice; but this is not the Effect or Quarrel 


of their Natures. They are confiſtent an 
Theory; and it is the Endeavour of Scrip- 
ture as well by Example as Precept, to 
unite them in a ſweet and a loving Har- 
mony. | | 
St. Paul certainly was an happy Inſtanc 
of both; and every Scene he acted in 
brought each of them to the Teſt. When 
brought to a Trial by a Council of his own 
Nation, and perceiving that the one part 
were Sadducees, and the other Phariſees, 
be crieth out, Men and Brethren, I am a 
Phariſee, the Son of a Phariſee: of the Hope 
and Ræſurrection of the Dead I am calld in 


queſtion, 


„ 
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queſtion; Now the thing he ſaid was true; 
for the Reſurrection was an eſſential Point 
of the Religion for which he was call'd in 
queſtion 3 and it implied too an excellent 
— ad Homines, to Phariſees, in be- 
half of Chriſtianity and himſelf, vis. that 
twas unreaſonable for them who were Aſ- 
ſertors of the Reſurrection to perſecute that 
Religion, and the Abetters of it, which eſta- 
bliſh'd their own Doctrine. And it ſped 
accordingly. For the Aﬀembly unanimous 


in conſpiring his ruin were divided there- 


upon. The ſkilful Turh broke the miſchie- 
vous Confederacy, and made one half of 
them his Friends. Nor did Succeſs only 
attend it, but Approbation too: As appeats 
by the next Night's Viſion, which gave Te- 
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ſtimony to him that he had witneſſed a good Att 23. 4 
| | 99. 


Confe ton. FTP e 
The Conduct we have been conſidet ing 
comes up to the Smartneſs of that Apology; 
Here were Preſence of Mind and Readi- 
neſs of Wit to nick the Temper of his: Ad- 
verſary, and take Advantage of his Con- 
eeſſions. 98 i 88 1 2 
The Defence he made before the bloody 
Nero is loſt among other deſirable Pieces ot 
Chriſtian Antiquity; but from the other 
Pleadings delivered down to us by Divine 
Providence, we may well judge, it alſo ob- 
ſerv'd the Accommodations of Addreſs, and 
every befriending Circumſtance. Indeed 
99 Ra he 
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he had a wonderful Talent in approaching 
— Paſſions, and he made a frequent uſe 
of it. His Writings are full of briſk Sal- 
lies, ſurprizing Interrogatories, and notable 
Alluſions: And he muſt be a very inadver- 
tent: Reader that does not diſcern in all of 
them a very artificial way of Inſinuation in- 
to the Minds of Men. 

And wherein ſhould we be to blame, if 
we. carefully wrote after ſo fair and inge- 


vious: a Copy 2 Policy and Invention, as 


oft as they are miſus'd to the worſt of 
Purpoſes, are applicable to very good ones; 
and we may, no doubt, guard the Conve- 
niencies of this Life by Warineſs and Pre- 
Fo „ provided we do nothing againſt | 
tha Intereſts of the other. | 


24 2264 Hence alſo we learn, that when we 


would reclaim a Man from his Follies, we 
to e a EY Concern for his 
erſou. 
Tl was not only! in the Text, but al- 
ways the Apoſtolical Method. With what 
affectionate Compellations and humble 
Stoops does St. — addreſs the unthinking 

Jews? Dearly Beloved, I beſeech you, abſtain 


15 From: fleſh] Luſt which war again#t the Soul, 


The Paſſion of a Father, and the Deference 
of a Supplicant, meet together to uſher in 
his Advice. Witli what Softneſs of Style, and 
Prefaces of Reſpe&, does St. Paul a 6660 
the factious Corinthians? When he 2 

ave 


+ 
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upon an,, univerſal: Slumber , to awaken 
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have come with a judicial Red, or a ſharp 
Rebuke, he prefers the Spirit of Meekneſs ;, 
when he might have dealt out abſolute In- 
junctions and indiſputable Authority, he 
beſeeches them to avoid Diviſions by the Name i cot. l. ro: 
our Lord Jeſus, calls them —— tho” 
they walk d diſorderly, and labours to win 
them over to. Unity. by all the endearing 
Inſtances 5 ett Eloquence, No o- 
ther Expedients than the Rhetorick of Tears 
adde Charms of Love were apply d by theſs 
primitive Reformers. And no body can ſa 
but.that they did the Work effectuall y whi 
gave them to do, by adding to the 
Church daily ſuch as ſhould be f{aved.,. It 
is a groſs Miſtake then to imagine that 
Zeal and Gentleneſs are irreconciliable. 
There is no new thing under the Sun: That, 
which bath been, is now, that is, the ſame Diſ- 
tion 1n Sinners, {s formerly the ſame Ef- 
in the ſame Means of Impreflion ,; 3 
and therefore God requires that which. is 
pat, in order to their Recovery, the ſame 
Meaſures of Behaviour towards them. No- 
thing, to be ſure, doth reaſon more right 
than the Coolneſs 'of him that offers it. 
Not but that a more than ordinary Warmth, 
yea Bluntneſs of Expreſſion, may be proper 


Men out of a carnal Security a immo 


derate Zeal for what they cal! Moderation, 
but 
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but we, Indiffetence, at a time when the 


Spirit of the World ovettakes ſome, and 
that of Gallio beſots others. But this Con- 
duct is the laſt Reſort of Chriſtian Piety , 

and never put in Practice by the Wiſe and 
Sober, but with an unwilling Mind, and 
in Compliance with Neceſſity, They would 
not have Deputies turn'd away from the 
Faith, nor Felixes withſtand it; 'and there- 
fore they cry aloud and ſpare not, being no- 
thing terrified by their Adverſarjes, But 
ſtill they look upon Severity only as an oc- 
caſional Good, like a rough medicinal Ap- 
plication in a deſperate Caſe. In their Opi- 


nion, remote /:de-wind Reproofs and bare 


Hints to Duty, ordinarily ſpeaking, are ſuf- 
ficient, and they count themſelves happy, 


when they find Mens Apprehenſions awake 
for them. 
7. And laſtly, The particular Nature of 


that Expreſſion in the Text teaches us that 


to give a Grace and Authority to our Diſ- 
ſuafives from Vice, we ſhould ſhew in our 
own Perſons a lively Draught of thoſe Ver- 
tues we recommend to others. | 
Even an heathen Critick would allow the 
Speech to Agrippa to be Oratory; but that 
which chiefly makes it ſuch in the Account 
of a Chriſtian , is St. Paul's ſetting forth 
himſelf in it as an Example of the wiſh'd-for 
Graces and Ferfections. For nothing is ſo 
moving 
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moving and Argumentative for Piety, as the 


{ill Voice of Piety it ſelf; and where reli- 
gious Diſcourſe diſputes one Sinner into 
Repentance, an holy Converſation backing 
it, winneth thouſands. That which would 


reach the Heart muſt come from it. Men 
will be ſatisfyed of the Sincerity of the Ad- 


viſer before they can be convinced of the 
Reaſonableneſs of the Advice. And what 
can give this Satisfaction but the Correſpon- 
dency of his Manners ? Sound Doctrine in- 
deed, yea and ſound Principles too, tis cer- 
tain, may be attended with a very corrupt 
Behaviour, becauſe Thought is not always 
awake; and that is neceſſary to make em 
practical. But there is nothing to ſhew 
that ſuch in reality are our Sentiments, or 
Principles, when the Deportment is contra- 
dictory; yea it is but reaſonable to imagine 
they are not ſo, becauſe the inward Senti. 
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ment naturally draws its own Picture in 


the outward Action; and he that believeth * 


well, to be conſiſtent with himſelf, ' muſt 
walk fo too. The Security then as to our 
being in Earneſt, when we preſs a Duty upon 
our Brethren, and conſequently the Succeſs of 
the Exhortation depends upon à conformable 
Practice. Let the Diſcourſes of the Wicked 
be never ſo ſeraphical, they are not at all at- 
fecting; becauſe the heavenly Life, whith 
would make 'em ſo, is wanting, But if it 

appears 
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appears we have preach'd to our own Souls, 
what we deliver to our Auditory, this be- 
ſpeaks Attention to it, this doubles the Im- 
preſſion. If we can but ſay without Vani- 
ty, after the great Doctor of the Gentiles, 
I would to God all that hear me were ſuch 
as I am, we way fay ſo with Effect, and 
render *em ſuch as we would have them ; 
perſuade them at laſt to become not only 
almo#t but altogether good Chriſtians. - For 
let me add, that the Bleſſing of God goes 
along with ſuch Mens Endeavours, and de- 
lights to proſper them, Becauſe they are 
not only doing his Work, but crediting 
it too, he eſteems himſelf as it were bound 
in Honour to ſecond it with his Providence, 
that ſo they may be credited in their Turn, 
and rejoice in the Fruits of their holy Toil. 
Sometimes indeed it falls out otherwiſe, 
The very Hiſtory we are upon is an In- 

Galat . 11. ſtance, and the Remonſtrances of our Apo- 
Heb. 3. 1a. ſtle in other Places, are the Language of 
Jealouſy if not Deſpair. But then this hap- 

pens but ſometimes, and when it does, the 
ſuppos' d Reaſons of it make Amends for 

the Diſappointment. The conſcientious 
Labourer of God's Vineyard concludes the 
Misfortune now ſent only to try his Pati- 

ence in the Goſpel, exerciſe his Humility, 

and diſtinguiſh his Conduct; and ſo receives 

it as a kind Severity with Submiſſion. He 

a | imputes 
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imputes no Omiſſion nor Mi ſconduct to him- 
ſelf; he hath done all that was fit for him 
to do, but it pleas'd the Divine Wiſdom to 
diſappoint him. Tho' he cannot therefore 
look pleaſant on the Event, yet he will not- 
withſtanding it; and this is his rejoicing, 
that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not 
with fleſbly Wiſdom, he has had his Conver- 


ſation in the World. 


V 


GOD 


253 


G 0 D made Man: 


J. E AL 


_— 


FOR THE 
Cauſe of Chriſtianity 
RECOMMENDED. 
AND- OUR 


Saviours Miraculous Faſt| 
Enlarg'd upon; ; 
In Two | 


SERMONS| 


PREACH'D before the 
Univerſity of OXFORD: 


The one on Sunday, Dec. 19. 1708, 
the other on the 1/7 Sunday i in Lent, 1709. 


LONDON, Printed in the Year 1712. 


Ion — 


n 


— _— 4 = — — 


P 2 
& '% 1 | 
* * of 


v4. HE | 


ſenſible , have uffered by coarſe handling ; 
baue not to my Knowledge miſrepreſented ei- 


ther; and ſo the Picture be true and reſem- 


bling, i is enough, tho it falleth infinitely 
ſoort of the Original. 1 
If there be any thing in any of my Papers, 

at all ne in point either of Doctrine 
or Application, I muit take the Shame 7 it 
to my Far | baving no Right tothe common lea, | 
the Prejudices of Education. For certainly 
Y any. part of the Chriſtian World be the 
illar of Truth, it i the Apoſtolical Church 
of England: If any particular Societies may 
be bold upon as the Standards of Orthodoxy, 
they are our two famous Univerſities. Whate- 
ver Prejudices, Calumnies, or Jealoufies, may 
be rais'd againit the Latter, by the Ignorant 
br the Deſigning, —_—_ m ſure the F _ 
K 0 we 
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the Diſcipline, the Practice of Chriſtianity 
are taught, vindicated, zſpousd. Here the 
Deiſt and the Arjan, the Fanatick and the 
Debauchee dare nut appear but in Diſpuiſe. 

Among ſuch Numbers of Youth indeed, tho 
one bad Perſon were too muth, it is not to 
be expected there fhould be none. But allow- 
ing . for the Corruption of buman Nature in 
general, and the Frailties of that Age in par- 
Zicular, the Schools of the Prophets doubt. 
leſs ſtand clear of © Offence and Scandal 
Whilſt the Returns of Foreign Breeding are 
ſuperficial, and the Impreſſions of Rival-Aca- 
demies at Home pernicious, our ancient 
Nurſeries, by tender Care and wholſome In. 


firuftions, introductory to 4 more publick Ap. 


pearance on the Stage of Action, 40 conti- 
— 2 make glad the City and the Church of 
E 
Me therefore who have felt the kind) 
Marmth of their  Boſoms, © cannot help àadb- 
ring the Guardian- rovidence that ſent us 
thither, aud bleſſing too the Paps robin we 
babe fucked. And may iy gu 0H Provi- 
derice render ſo pious and well-prindipled 
an Education more and more e 1% the 
great Ends for which it was defend, the 
Glory of God, and the Good of Souls.” 
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St. r Joos, the latter pare of the din 
en 15 Vente 10 : 


. ncedfl for. me to "writs 
un — 5 and exhort yon that yon 
ſhould earneſtly contend fo the 5 

which was once HO to th 
ee OR. 50 W y 
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of the Church, Chriſtianity ex 0 its 

Profeſſors to a great Trial of Afflictionis, 
their Names to Mockery, their Poffeffions 
to Ruin, and their Bodies to Mart yrdom: 
This was apt to be a Stone of 7 "Stunt iſe 1 
the Threſhold; it wry the. 0 
fome, and the Feet of others 
gone, their Treadings had wt knight 1 
And chat which belpd to draw off 
more OKs their holy Profeſſion was 4 97 

8 2 Inſinua- 
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Infinuation of a ſort of temporizing Here- 
ticks crept in among them, who conſulting 
Fleſh and Blood rather than Conſcience and 
Duty, confidently gave out, That fo an in- 
ward Belief was retain'd, it was lawful to 
difſemble it in times of PerfeFuftigry * As if 


the Head could be found; and the Heart ſin- 


cere, when the Tongue was filent, or the 
Innocence of-:be-Dove lay in the Subtilty 
of the Serpent / 

But the Apoſtle, who bad, not ſo learm 


Cvbriſt, addreſſing himſelf, according to the 


Duty of his high Station, to the unconfirm'd 
Chriſtians, thus, liable to be either.frighted 
into Apoſtacy by inveterate Enemies, or in- 
vited over toi it hy pretended Friends, tea. 
ches them an othergueſs Leſſon of Mora. 
lity, and preſſes:it upon them with great 
Vehemence. Beloved, when I gave all Di. 
ligence to write unto you of the common Sal. 
vation, it was needful for me to write unto 


you and ex hort you,” that you ſbould carne 
5 
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tion which then lived was not to paſs away: 


till all ſhoald be notoriouſly fulfill d. 
But the Days of Wrath to the incredulous 
Jews were 5 be a time of er mute to 
perſevering Chriſtians, A diſiinguſhing Guar- 
dian nw Frets awaited t 9 — 2 he that 
endured to the End ſhould be ſaved. The 
Roman Eagles had no Commithon to devour 
ſuch: Whilſt theſe were to be buſy about 
the Carcaſſes, a way to eſcape was prepar'd 
for them, and not an Hair of their Heads 
ſhould Periſh. And what might have been 
expected from ſo comfortable a Proſpect, 
but a reſolute Stedfaſtneſs in well doing, an 
earneſt Contention for tlie Faith? Who 
would not have hazarded their Lives in the 
Defence and Propagation of it, when ſo 
glorious an Adventure would be the Means 
of ſaving them in the Iſſue? Who would 
have offered to preſerve' themſelves by an 
ungodly Diſſimulation, when: by a little 
preſent Security they were but reſerv'd for 
much ſorer Calamities, for Tribulation, ſuch 
as was mot from the Beginning of the World 
to that Day, no, nor ever ſhould be af- 
terwards. Nu 
Such was the Caſe of the Infant- Church 


of Chriſt, and not wholly unlike is Ours. 


The Evangelical Doctrine is ſtill ſnamefully 
attackt, and as to one Branch or another al- 


moſt every where ſpoken againſt. And tho 


the particular Enforceinent of it (as above 
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explain d, agreeably to the Senſe of Dr. Ham 


mond) 1s foreign to us, the Precept is not 
out of Date, nor without its Motives. I 
ſhall therefore inſiſt upon it at preſent, and 
ſince the Subject of the : axprovebing Feſtival 
not only bears the greateſt Figure in re- 
veaFd Religion, but was alſo, principally 
regarded in this Advice; Jude immediately 
ſubjoining as the Qccafion of i it, his'Appre- 
henſions of Danger from ungodlyiMen, _= 
bluſh'd not to deny the only Tad God, 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. * ſhall -with de 
ference to that handle theſe three. Farti- 
culars. | SIRE þ 20s TE 

I. Enquire what was the Faith once for 
all delivered to the Saints concerning the 


| Perſon of Chrift, about this Seaſon manife- 


ſted 1 in the Fleſh. 


II. Urge the Neceſſity ty and Reaſonableneſs 
4 contending earneſtly or this fundamental 
Article of the Chriſtian Faith. 

HI. Examine how, and in what way we 


are, bound to expreſs this orange and 


And firſt, I'm to enquire what was the 
Faith once for all delivered to the Church, 
concerning the Perſon of our Saviour Cbrif. 
Now the Scriptures, as they were given by 


the Inſpiration of God, ſo were they written 
for the Inſtruction of Man, as well inPoints 


to be believed, as in things that are to be pra- 
find And The) a are vibe which teſtify of Tofu: 5 
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which lead us to contemplate in Him a 


Divine, an Human Nature, and the Union 
of them both. 88K STE 8 : 
Socimus indeed, in the Abundance of his 
Generoſity, allow'd him no other Subſiftence 
than that of yeſterday in the Land. of 7. 
dah! And altho' Arius, as a more liberal 
Chronologer, went farther back in the Date 
of his Being, yet he ſtop'd at the Birth of 
Time! The one ſuppos d him to be no more 
than a Man, the other to be but a Creature, 
tho! yet a Creature of the greateſt Digni- 
ty and Perfection. But both greatly err'd 
for want of determining themſelves & the 
Standard of Truth. His Divinity would 
have been no Secret to them, had they con- 
vers d more ingenuouſſy with Revelation. 
If he began to be at his Nativity, why is 
he ſaid, tho' born ſeveral Months after him, 
to have been before the Baptiſi; tho? the Joh. . 15. 
Seed of Abraham , and much leſs than fifty joh. 8. 
Tears old, before Arabam; tho but lately 57, 38. 
come into the World, before the World was. jg, 15. 4 
Theſe Phraſes, as is obvious to the meaneſt | 
Capacity, were deſign d to ſet out a Diſtin- 


ion, a Pre-eminence z and yet had nothing 


more been meant by them than a Pre-exj- 
ſtence in the Decree and Council of God, 
nothing more was meant, than what might 
have been equally affirm'd of the Baptiſt, of 
Abrabam, or any of his Poſterity; it being 


certain that all Men exiſted in that Meta- 
=” S4 ' phorical 
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tapborical Sence , before any Mari exiſted 
Joh. 16.28. really, Why is he faid to come forth from 
the Father, when he came into the World; 
to deſcend from Heaven, when he appear 4 
on Earth? Or if it be pretended that this 
Deſcent was long after his firſt Appearance, 
in Conſequence of his having been taken 
up into Heaven to receive his high Com- 
miſſion, where are the ſtrong Reaſons that 
ſupport the Pretence, or the plain Paſſages 
of S: Sacred Hiſtory that relate the Fatt ? 
Such a formal Afſumption ſurely would have 
deſerv'd a Place in the Holy Records, as 
well as other Tranſactions of his Life that 
found one; and had it been but neceſſary 
to add Weight and Authority to the Divine 
Embaſſage, it was as neceſſary to be known 
by all that ſhould be intereſted in the 
latter. 
If he was * in Time R 10 as that 
once he was not the Word, but only an I- 
dea in the Mind of God, why i is he ſaid to 
Joh. 1. 1. have been in the Beginning with God, which 
implies that he had not any ſuch himſelf; 
to have a perfect adua Being, when all 
Things elſe did but begin to be, that is, 
before any time conceivable? Why are al 
thing: (and ſo implicitly Time it ſelf as well 
as Nature) ſaid to have had their Begin- 
ning from him, All things that are in Hea- 
F, Col. 1.16, Ven and that are in Earth, vi ſiblæ and invi- 
ft ble, whether they be Thrones or Dominions, 


Princi- 


Joh. 3. 13. 
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Principalities or Powers,” to have been all 
created by him and for him? The Maker, 
doubtleſs, muſt be excepted out of the Num- 
ber of what were made, and the firſt Prin- 
ciple of Life look d upon as having Life in 
himſelf; without any Dependence on a for- 
mer one. This Place the 'Socinians would 
underſtand in a moral Sence, as if it ſig - 
nifyed only a renewing of the World to 
Righteouſneſs. And what is this, but to 
expoſe themſelves and diſparage Chriſt ? 
The Creation here mention'd 1s aſcribed to 
him. as an appropriate Enterprize; but the 


Credit of making new Creatures is not all 


his own; his Miniſters aſſiſt in begetting 
Men tbro* the Goſpel. Beſides, the Effect of 
his creating Power is declar'd to be of uni- 
verſal Latitude; but if Reformation were 


the only Exerciſe of it, all things in gene- 


ral were not, could not be created by him, 
to wit, not the Thrones and Dominions, the 
Principalities and Powers, on the one Hand, 


Animals and Vegetables on the other: Holy 


Seraphins having no need of ſuch a Thing, 
evil Spirits no Title to it, and the ſeveral 
Hoſts of the lower World no Capacity for 
it. The Arians, on the contrary, keep to 
the Letter, but then they allot him no other 
Intereſt in the Operation than that of an 
Inſtrument or Servant. A Suppoſition as 
groundleſs as the former! For if he were 
but an Underworker in the Buſineſs of the 


Creation, 


\ 


1Cor.4.1g. 
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Creation, how could it poſſibly be true that 
all things tere created for him, as well a8 
by him, for his Honour and Glory? And 
. where was the Object that as an Inſtrument 
he ated upon, Materials being as neceſſary 
to ſuch a Cauſe, as they are inconſiſtent 
with ſuch a Performance? Tis manifeſt 
therefore, tho entitled the Finf#-boyn of eve- 
Prov. 8. 23.79 Creature, he was not one himſelf, but ſet 
up or begotten from-everlaſting. That Cha- 
racter denotes only a Priority of Duration, 
Col. 1. 15, Hot 2 Similitude of Nature; for elſe why is 
16 the World's Production, that immediately 
be — follows it in the Text, aſſign'd there as its 
ne place. Ground and Reaſon; why is it attended 
| with fo lofty.a Periphraſis of him, he Image 
of. the Inviſible Gs? ie 
- Farther, if he be not truly and properly 
God, why is he called ſo in holy Scripture, 
the Name being but an Abſurdity confider'd 
without :the Import © The Almighty him- 
ſelf indeed hath ſaid, in the plural num- 
ber, even of Princes and Rulers, Tu are 
Gods; but at the ſame time, leſt their Spi- 
rits ſhould be exalted above meaſure, adds 
an humbling Antitheſis, and preſently minds 
em that they are but mortal ones, of the 
ſame frail Mould with thoſe poor Vaſſals 
that adore their Power. Ye ſhall dis like 
Men, tho' you look above them, and then 
your Grandeur, and conſequently your God- 
ſvip ſhall ,be no more. Whereas the * 
| 1-8 
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of Chriſt is all of a piece, and Majeſtick 
without allay My Lord and Joh. 20.28, 
God,.the true' God, the 4 true Gad, the 7 > 1, 4 
great God, the mighty God, God bleſſed or Iſai. 9. 6. 
euer. And could ſuch Auguſt and Em — 5 
tical Epithets befit one who was a God only 


by Adoption and not by Birtirigle, =_ ** 


fice and not by Nature? WW 


Laſtly, were he at beſt but a bright Sor 
of the Morning, the eldeſt Offspring of that 
prolifick Fiat, which brought forth the U- 

— how ſhall we account for his .abſo- 
jute Remiſſion of Sins, and authoritative Mar. 2 
Interceſſion for thoſe whom God had given 45 1724 
bim, his Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, and Pre- ſoh. 8 72 
paration of heavenly Manſions, his raiſin oy 5. 21, 
of the Dead, and judging of them when 

raiſed? How: 'could our Saviour think it no Phil. 2. 6. 
Robbery to be equal with God, and the Apo- 

ſtle no Blaphey to deliver his Thou ghts 

with Approbation? With what Face —_ 

he alledge, I and the Father are one, one Jol. 10. 
not in Afe&ion only (which is an Unity 
common to Saints and Angels, that love 

and are loved by him, that will exactly as 

he wills, and act altogether as he would 

have them) but in Eſence too; which is 

an Unity none partake of beſides the Three 

that are in Heaven, the Father, the Word, 

and the Spirit? And when reproach'd by 

the Jews tor challenging Divine Perfections, 

oa could he forbear exerciting an Human 
one, 
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one, that of Honeſty in undeceiving them? 
Joh. 5. 23. Why muſt af bonour the Son even as 
they honour the Father, and the Heavenly 
Rey. 3. 8. Hoſt ſings Hallelujahs to the Lamb that was 
lain, as well as to him that ſitteth upon the 
2 Cor, 12- Throne? Why did St. Paul addreſs him in 
the Hour of Temptation, as one whoſe Grace 

Ads 7. 39. was ſufficient for him; and St. Stephen in 
the inſtant of Martyrdom, as one to whom 
his Spirit was returning, and from whom. 
it came? Why are all thoſe excellent Things 
which are ſpoken of Jehovah in the Old 
\ Teſtament applied to Jeſus in the New; 
whenas tis the plain Purport of both, that 
_ Godcannot impart his Prerogatives, and the 
Glory of them he will not give to another ? 
Why does our Bible which ſets all Crea- 

- tures, even the higheſt, at the greateſt di- 
ſtance from infinite Majeſty, ſet him upon 

the ſame Terms of Advantage with the 
Creator himſelf? . Fan 
druch pompous and ſublime Expreſſions 
as we meet with every where concerning 
him, are no. rhetorical ſtrain'd Flouriſhes; 
but, allowing That to be a Divine Compo- 
ſition, irrefragable Evidences of his Divi- 
nity. Reaſon cannot call for better, nor 
Heaven beſtow. If therefore we will judge 

like Men, we cannot but conclude that he 

is God, very God f very God; and ſhould 

we be deceiv'd in ſo concluding, there's Je- 

. remy's Sanctuary to fly to, It is the Lord 
that hath deceived us. His 


John 12. 
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- | His Humanity or Þcarnation comes next 
to be conſidered; and this, tho almoſt as 
early diſputed as preach'd unto the World, 
is a Fact as unqueſtionable as plain Scrip- 
ture can make it. Simon Magus advanc'd 
the Notion of an aerial imaginary Body, 
and we know. whence he borrowed it; from 
Fancy. A like 
Phantom or Spectre ſhould occaſion fo much 
talk and buſtle in the World, and go thro' 
ſo many different Stages of Action and Mi: 
ſery! Herod 8 he bore ſometh ing 
more ſubſtantial about him, when he en. 
deavour d his Deſtruction; and the Jews 


perceiv'd he did, when they effected it. 


The Virgin, no doubt, expected to be 4 
Mother, when her Soul did magnify the 
Lord for regarding the low * F his 
Handmaid; and the Devil verily took him 
tor her Son, when he made bold to tempt 
him in the Wilderneſs\: Satan ſeeing hun 
ſo like unto bis: Brethren, could not believe 
a: difference, tho juſt before atteſted by 

Foice out of the excellent Glory, but hop' 

to find that Sin it ſelf made no Exception 
in the likeneſs. | KARA 57:9 ti I 151 
But as Chriſt hath taken our Fleſb, muſt 
he take our Soul too? May not his Divini- 
ty, as Apollinarius eonceiv'd, ſupply the 


Place and Offices of it? Shall we not ſup- 
poſe him void of thoſe 4fettions.,, which 
ſeem to be the Diſfempers of our Conſtitu- 
8441 4 tion? 


thing indeed, that a mere 
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tion? No, as he is porfefiGod, To is he 
perfect Man, of 4 renſonable Soul and buman 
Fleſh fubfiſting. Twas his Soul, which! in- 
rreard in Wiſdom, as his Body did in Sta- 
hire, as his Perſon did in Favour with God 
jd Man; which was a Stranger to Futu- 
tity, and had no Knowledge of tlie laſt 
Day or Hour when the Heavens and the 
Earth ſhall paſs away. The ſame Paſſions 
which we complain of as poiſonous Plants 
fit to be rooted out of our Nature, were 
ſet in his, but to better purpoſe z and twas 
His Soul that entertain'd and cultivated them. 
In his Fathers Houſe, he knew how to be 
angry at the Abuſes of it: At the Grave of 
Lazarus, whom he loved, he could 
bitter ly as one that mourneth for his F 
And when his Eye was fix'd on periſhing 

iſalem, commiſerating Tears drop'd from 
it. And *twas his Soul that was ſubje&ito 
theſe different Impreſſions of Zeal, Trouble 
and Pity. When the bitter. Cup was ready 


to be put into his Hand, he that as God 


could have had nore than tmeluæ Legions of 
Angels to deliver him from it, as Man had 
need of one to ſtrengthen him under the 
rehenfions of it. And *twas his Soul that 
gan to be ſore amaz'd, to be exceeding 
ſorromful even unto Death. Again, *twas 
his Soul which deſir d that Cup might, Mit 
were poſſible, paſs from him; and that upon 
finding the avoidance of it ineonſiſtent * 
©0913 - t 
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to God's. er page 
"Farther, when he was crucified, dead 


and buried, he deſcended into Hell; and 


'twas his Soul alone that did this upon its 
Separation from the Body, as tlie Antienrs 


| argued; it being blaſphemous to attribute 


the Deſcent thither to his Divinity which 
was there before, becauſe every'Where?' ri- 


diculolis to aſcribe that Motion to his Body 


that was now become uncapable of any, be- 
Sufe crüciffed dead and buried. Laltly, 
if he took not on him the rational Soul, 
how did he redeem it? If that was not the 
Seat of all his inriotehtt_ Infirmities, what 
cou d be fo in him whoſe other Nature was 
alf Bleſſedneſs, all Perfection? Such Que- 
ſtions às theſe can never be anſwered upon 
the Apollinarian Stppofition, nor that defen- 


ded without anſwer ing them. So it appears 


that the Son of God (Co- eternal and Co- 
efferitial with the Father) in che fullneſs of 
Tim+ affum'd the entire Nature of Man. 
And *tis as evident he aſſum'd it into the 
Unity of his own Perſon. This is an hard 
Saying, if you'll believe Neftorius, who can 
bear it? Utterly unworthy of the Deity, 
which could not, ſays he, be properly uni- 
ted to the Manbood without ſuffering with 
it. But not ſo hard a one, if rightly under- 
ſtood. It is not the Perſonal Union, hich 
could be a leſſening, but only his miſtake 

| 4 about 
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| God made Man, 
As to theonaner of this Perſonal Union, 
that without Controverſy is a great Myſtery, 
pw Apoſtle tells us concerning it, and 
ſo we muſt expect it will ever be on this 
fide Viſion. God has left an Obſcurity up- 
on it (which nothing but the Illuminations 
of a brighter World can remove) to admi- 
niſter an Advantage and Commendation to 
our Faith, not an Opportunity and Argu- 
ment to our doubting. But however we may 
ſafely affirm, having the holy Fathers for 
our Guides, and eminent *,Councils for our 
Precedent, that iz was effected without ei- 
ther *:Confuſion or © Converſion, and is ſo 
intimate as to be © inſeparable. Without 
Confuſion, becauſe had both Subſtances been 
blended together, both had been deſtfoy'd 


or alter'd to give Exiſtence to a third; 


whereas the Deity is liable to no variable- 
neſs, no ſhadow of turning. Without Con- 
verſion, becauſe as it is no where written 


the Fleſb became the Word, or the Wor 
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* The great Council of Chalcedon us'd theſe Negatives to 
expreſs the Union of the two Natures by, viz. douſXuTos; 
articles, dJrabiTw?}, 4 xoet PR ps 

Chriſtus eſt Deus & Homo ſecundum uttamque fubſtan- 


mam in ſui proprietate diſtantem. Tert. adv. Prox. 
© Divinitas ih Creaturam non eſt mutdra ut deſiſteret eſſs. 


Divinitas, net creatura in Divinitarem ut defiſterer eſſe Crea: 
tura: S. Auguſt. de Trin. r 
4 Quid ſecit Paſſio, quid Nors, niſi Corpus ab Anima ſe- 
pa ? Animam vero a verbb non ſepatavit. Auguſt, Trac. 
van 
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ceas d to be what it was by becoming Fleſh ; 
ſo tis not to be imagin'd, finite Fleſh in the 
very Moment of paſſing out of nothing 
ſhould paſs into ſomething elſe, even into 
an infinite Spirit, or, that the Word, that 
is, Life it ſelf, ſhould be wholly ſwallow'd 
up of Mortality. And as theſe Natures 
were preſerv'd diſtin in the great Day of 
Eſpouſal, ſo tho wedded in Time, they 
were wedded for Eternity. Death it ſelf, 
which divorc'd the Soul from the Body, 
could not ſever them; for Chriſt ratſed 


Joh. 2. 19. himſelf from it, and this he muſt do 


the Influence of one over the Infirmities of 
the other. Their Harmony is ſweet beyond 
compariſon, and their Endearments laſting 
without meaſure. The Divine Eſſence knew 
no Beginning, and the Divine Union ſhall 
know no End. | 9 
I his is the Faith once bequeath'd to Man- 
kind concerning the Perſon of our Bleſſed 
Lord, and this we are faithfully to retain 
as a ſacred Depoſitum, and earneſtly to con- 
tend for as a moſt valuable Legacy. Which 
therefore brings me in the ſecond place to 
ſhew the Neceſſity and Reaſonableneſs of 
ſuch a Content ion. | 
And firſt, the Importance of the Doctrine 
indiſpenſibly exacts it at our Hands. So 
important it is, that our Redemption and 
that ſtand or fall together. Had not Chriſt 
been Emanuel, he could never have been 


4 Jeſus; 
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Lakes; and were there not ineffable Perfe- 
ions in him that undertook to ſave, we 


ſhould be yet in our Sins, and without a 
Saviour, For great Burdens require the 


reateſt Strength to bear them; and a grea- 
ber one ul] noe be impos'd, than the deſ- 
"iy Service of reſtoring, a loft and fallen 
World to Life and Happineſs. When Adam 
had offended his Maker , who was. fit to 
plead for the Creature? The Offender could 
not well appear as his own Advocate before 
ſo holy and incerisd a Fudge: Nor had a 
full Submiſſion been a ſufficient Attonement. 
Juſtice muſt have Satisfaction, before there 
room for Mercy ;, and that was not to be 


ſatisfied by a moſt Tm Obedience paid 
5, le 


erwards, becauſe due before. And Sacri- 
ces promis'd no more Succeſs than Repen- 
tance, Alas! it was not poſſible, the groſs 
Bloodof Bulls or Goats, tho' innocent things, 
ſhould rake away Sin, or expunge Guilt 3 
ſhould have Virtue enough to cleanſe the 
Heart of , polluted Man, ot Eloquence e- 


nough to diſpute away the Wrath of an an- 


gry Deity. 065 285 i 
There was Impotence at home to morti- 


fy, no powerful Sollicitors from abroad to 
relieve him in the preſſing Exigency. The 
beſt of his Poſterity were bad enough, thro 
actual and imputed Depravity, to need an 
Intereeſſion; and what they wanted them - 
ſelves, they could — y to him, —— 


And 
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And none of the Celeſtial Hicrarchy made 


a motion to fly to his Succour. If they had 
Wings, they had no bealing under them, 
In his Saints God foreſaw Unrighteouſneſs, 
and in his Angels he found Foly. But ſup- 
poſing they had been pure in his ſight, 
which of them would have heard guilty 
Man, if he call'd out for help, or been 
heard himſelf, if he had beſought it for 
him, charm'd he never ſo ſweetly, never 
ſo importunately? No finite Being would 


have been able' to reſcue forfeited Souls 


from the Place of Hell, which infinite Guilt 
had made their Portion. It would have to 
more to make an Agreement unto God for 
hem, than any mere Creature had to lay 
own : So that he muſt have let that cha- 
ritable Office alone for cer. 
But as ſoon as the Son of God, in whom 
be is always well pleaſed, mov'd by hisown 
Mercy and our Neceſſity, interpos'd, tis 
eaſy to imagine, the Gates of Paradiſe flew 
open, and the flaming Cherubins withdrew 
from their invidious Charge, to make way 
for all Believers. . 
And what the Excellency of one Nature 
made available, the Weakneſs of the other 
render'd poſſible, Pain , Crucifixion, and 
Death. It was requiſite our Mediator ſhould 
be a Creature , that he might ſuffer for our 
Sins ; a Man, that he might ſuffer in that 
n 1 
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a Title to the Compenſation: that was made 


by ſuſſering, And it was as requiſite he. 


ſhould be Gad-man in one Perſon ; other- 


wiſe the ſhedding of his Blood could not 
waſh off the Corruption of ours ; otherwiſe 
the temporary Sufferings of the Human could 


not have been rendred by the Divine Na- 
ture an Equivalent of eternal Torments. 


Surely then the Doctrine of the po- 
ſtatick Union is worth the contending for, 
if we have any Value for our Salvation 


which depends upon it. Tho' we look up- 
on it barely as an infallible Yerizy, not only 
the Homage of our Underſtandings but the 
Service of our Zeal is due to it. Truth in 

eneral, as being the natural and genuine 

bje& of the nobleſt Faculty in the nobleſt 
Creature, has a Right to be careſs d, pro- 
moted, honour'd ; and we are falſe to the 
Obligations of Reaſon as well as Religion, 
if we ſtand not by it. 
But ſo concerning a Truth as this, ſo much 
for the Glory of God and Comfort of Man, 
ought more particularly to be regarded. 
Double Honour is its meritorious Claim, a 
labour d Defence its rightful Tribute, Eſpe- 


cially if we conſider, age 
2. What rude Oppoſition and 1 
On 


ful Uſage it meets with in the World. One 


rould have thought, the Plaineſs and Fre- 


de . of its Delivery in haly Scripture, 


Weight and Authority of Decrees in 
| T 3 Primitive 


; 277 


78 


God made Man. 
Primitive Councils, the conſtant Profeſſion 
of the Catholick Church, and the daily Re- 
cital of the Apoſtolical Creed, thould' have 
made a deep Hnpreſſion in its, Fayour upon 
all Minds, and rendred it à darling Princi- 
ple ; but that we know from Experience, 
tis poſſible for an unwilling Eye to ſhut out 
the cleareſt Light, and from Revelation, tis 
neceſſary for Hereſies to ſpring up. No- 
thing leſs than irrefiſtible Grace could pre- 
ſerve ſome innocent; nothing leſs than zr- 
reſiſtible Illumination could: preferve others 
Orthodox. There. is in many Perſons ſuch 
an, haughty Genius and Pride. of Underſtan- 
ding, that they ſcorn to take up with old- 
faſhion'd Tenets, and find a wondrous Plea- 
ſure in ſtarting new Notions and rg A 
Should they keep to the beaten Road; they 
might probably not be taken notice of in the 
Croud, nor reputed a jot wiſer than their 
Neighbours; 'and therefore to gain a Singu- 
larity in Credit, they. affe& a Singularity in 
Opinion. And this wanton Affectation is 

ot contented to quarrel only with Philo- 
170 Religion alſo muſt be brought into 
the Combat, and Chriſtianity it ſelf fall, a 
Sacrifice to human Vanity] A God Incar- 
nate is the Theme of both Teſtaments, and 
has been the common Belief of paſt Ages; 
and yet as if that very Conſideration, which 
ſhould have induced them to believe in him, 
had been the Cauſe of their Infidelity , from 
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our ſelves do Men ariſe ſpeaki 


erſe, 
diſparaging, traiterous Things of [tar 
that "bought them. Divine eſtimony and 
general Aﬀent muſt go for nothing, 'and it 
amazes them to reflect upon the Eaſineſs 
and: Credulity of thoſe that wilf be born 
down by theas, Leſt they ſhould ſeem to 
: 2 ſuperſtitious Reverence for the 
Word of God and Verdict of Antiquity, 
they take the Freedom to run counter to 
both in their Aſſertions; pitying their Fore- 
fathers\as deluded Enthuſiaſts, and applau- 
ding themſelves for the hap 
the grand Miſtake under which the blind 
Dotards of old Time unfortunately lived 
and died. Purſuant to this, the- Socinian 
Dinlect is brought up in ſome Places; and 
Socinian Pamphlets lye uppermoſt in all; 
andi ſingularly happy they whoſe Ears and 
Eyes are exempted from taking their turn 
in the diſmal Entertainment! 5 

Nor do our modern Hereticks confine 
theniſelves to oblique Strokes and covert 
Reflections. Such a baſhful ſkulking and 
modeſt Reſerve would have ſomewhat Tof- 
ten d the Scepticiſm, and given it a Jeſs of. 
fenſive Air. But inftead thereof, theſe Men 
of Forehead venture upon flat Denials and 
barefac'd Abrenunciations! They have heard 
it bath been ſaid of Chriſt, This the true 
God and eternal Life; yet theſe mägiſterial 


Dickators dare in expreſs Terms to aver 
1 4 the 


/ Diſcovery of 
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the contrary — But I ſay unto you, asthere 
is but one God, ſo is there but one Perſon 
in the Godhead ! His eternal Generation 
they make a Jeſt of, and would put him off 
with à fantaſtick Poetical Apotheoſis. A 
Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity, are 
flurted at and exploded for cramping Words 
and inconſiſtent Notions; and the pert Que- 
ſtion — Hqw can theſe things be? is again 
and again renew'd upon us, not withitan- 
ding that he who cannot lye aſcertains us af 
their Being, Nay the Goſpel is ſo far from 
{tting their Underſtandings to rights, that 
tho* the Letter is ſo much againſt them, 
they ſtrive with elaborate Artifice and tor- 
turing Criticiſms, to bring even that over 
to their {ide as to its meaning, Out of ma- 
nife# Proofs they raiſe the moſt ſtaring Ob- 
jections, and ſhuffle off the force of plain 
canclyſrve Paſſages, by running them into 
impertinent Tropes and out of the way Fi- 
gures., So one Sacred Perſon ſuffers with 
anather upon more accounts than one; and 
85 get rid of the Divinity of Jeſus, they 
father Nonſence, Abſurdity, and Contradi- 
ctioꝑ upon the Holy Ghoſt ! Mere Falla- 
cies are ſept abroad for ynanſwerable De- 
Monſtratiops; and what is wanting in Ar- 
gument, js mage up in Confidence, 
hence it comes to paſs that many iy 
Men and Women ape led captivg. by them, 
Ta flew their peryigiaus ways q._ having 
1 7 . x 


Ears to hear their 7. air S prerbet, 
Words, and WF f me 
Eyes Seed nog h to lòok throu em, 

| and diſcover the Poiſon that is in . 

Whence the Acheiſt, taking Advantage of 
the Diſpute, picks up ſomething to colour 
over his Doubts about Religionz and the 
Hearhen is tempted to think tact is nothing 
infallible or certain in it. 

Whence the Few is confirm'd in his un- 
juſt Prejudice againſt the true Meſſiah; and 
the Turk in his kind Opinion of Ma Mabomer 
the falſe Prophet. 

And now, ſince the Miſts of Error are 
ſo likely to be general and diffuſive, in this 
their Hour, . of the Power of Darkneſs, 
it is high time for all ſincere Lovers of 
Truth to take the Alarm, and to contend 
earneſtly for the Faith which was once deli 
vered to the Saints, The ſecret Abettors 
of the Sceptical will be always canting in 
i 9 tho' in a Sence contrary 
| to Scripture, let your Moderation be known 
| unto all Men. es would have us, whe- 
ther in a publick A private Station, fit 

ſtill and 42 and regard our Savi- 

our no more than Joaſb did Baal: If be be 

4 God, let bim plead for himſelf ! Judg. 6. 30 
But ve muſt beware of — treacherous 

Adviſers, and reject hr 5s ed Coun- 

fel, as that which woul Fs into an 

Fr in Practica, as beirn as any in 
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Point of. Moderation is call d 
for out of . caſon, 1 — it known 
— in ſame times be Packet-Policy; tis no 
that en which cometh from 
as moderate as, we 
pleaſe, yea we ought to be ſo, in thei No- 
tice and Redreſs off perſonal. injuries. Here 
Meekneſs is a; Vertus, and Forbearance a 
Commendation. But where our dear; Chriſt 
18. a, Suſſerer, the Chriſtian muſt be a Com. 
plainant.. His Quarrel is properly:ours, and 
the Reproaches which are ſo liberally caſt at 
him, can't be too liberally reſented. by us. 
When others are loud — him, ſhall 


2 we be loud for him, and endeavour to 


ſilence the peeviſh.. Cavils of wicked: and 


unreaſonable Men? At; the pronouncing of 
Blaſphemy the ewa us d to rend their Cloatht; 


the outward Ceremony ſerw d as a ſignificant 
Expreſſion. of their inward Horror. And 
can it be grown, innocent of late, becauſe 
familiar. | Can its Nature be ſo far ſoften'd, 
that what was once heard with Indignation, 
ſhould now be read with Patience! Efforts 
of Dilpleaſure would become us better: 
Such an Evil is to be reſted, and-whiete 
Heaven meets with Rebels, it ought to find 


its Champions. When, our very. beſt of 


Friends is abus d, tis but Gratitude to in- 
terpoſe. When the Faith is in Diſtreſs, tis 
but Charity to lend it an helping Hand. 
Were it much more in Diſtreſs than it * 
1 an 
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and expos d us to Perils of all kinds, gene- 


rous Hazards were to be run for its ſake, 
and if we might not lius to ſupport, we 
ſhould die to glorify it. The Apoſ#es. did 
ſo, and their Blood is exemplary, ag well ag 
But Thanks to a tender Providence and a 
racious Sovereign, the Enemies i the Croſs 

ave us not at their Mercy, and I truſt ne- 
ver will. With what Pretence then can we 
be aſham'd of the Goſpel of Chriſt, whey 
our Conſciences are not like to do us a Myj-. 
chief, and there is no ſuch Danger in own: 


3 


© # 


ing the Truth as it is in Jeſus, 


| Beſides, I queſtion not but the Boldneſi | 


of the Heretical is chiefly owing. to the 
Remiſneſs of the Orthodox, - Seeing them 
ſlack in diſcountenancing Error, they are 
the more embolden'd to ſpread it. We find 
in the Parable, that the Devil ſteps in and 


ſows bis Tares among the Wheat, while Men 
ſleep, and lullaby themſelves into a fond Ser 
curity. So that tho' we are not Partakers 
of other Mens Hereſies, we maybe of their 


Sin in publiſhing them, And ſhall not this 
awaken, and caution us againſt Lukewarm- 
neſs and Indifference? __ _.. ber 

„Enough has been ſaid (I hope an honeſt 
Zeal will excuſe my ſaying ſo much). to 
ſhew how nezdful it is to exbort Men, that 
they ſhould keep a jealous and vigilant Eye 


over 


38 4 | Gol made Man. 1 
over the Doctrine which they have re. 


ceived. | 
It remains only that we enquire a little 
freely, how and in what manner this Duty is 
to be perform'd. ITY a} 
Now the ſearching of the Scriptures, and 
Study of Chriſtianity, every one cannot 
but be ſenſible, are very ſuitable Prelimina- 
ries, We muſt be able, before we can be 
ready, to give a reaſonable Account of the 
Faith that is in us; and the Truth muſt be 
He 3 underſtood, before we can be 
qualify d to encounter Falſbood. Well, but, 
. when the Foundations are caſt down, or vio- 
lently ſtruck at, what ſhall the Righteous 
do? The Anſwer is eaſy, They muſt let no 
Opportunity flip through their Fingers, no 
Capacity lie idle or unemployed, whereby 
hey may counter-mine the buſy Setters- 
orth of new and ſtrange Dofrines. I don't 
mean they ſhould take Phineas for an abſo- 
lure Pattern of Management in this Matter, 
and rather than infe&ious Error ſhould go 
unchaſtiz'd, proceed even to the ſnatching 
of rhe Sword of Juſtice to execute it upon 
an Heretick. That Forwardneſs indeed Was 
imputed unto him for Righteouſneſs ; but 
if it ſhould now be copyed, it would fall un- 
der a quite different Imputation. No, pro- 
pbetical Impreſſions having long ago wet. 
they ate to imitate not the Fact, the thin 
"TY | 5 done 


J ˙³˙e b ůngT DM. = £Q© F..ond wt . 


God made Man. 
done, but only the Zeal, the Affection with 


which it was done. There i no Name un- 
der Heaven or in Heaven whereby we can be 
ſaved, but that of Jeſus; and therefore he 
expects it ſhould be hallowed on Earth in 
requital. But ſtill he requires no other 
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wir 


Vindication of it, than what lies within the 


tions, 
' To be more particular: BE 
If they are indeed Men of Influence an 
Terror, they muſt apply that Awe and 
Terror they are Maſters of, to the Mainte- 
nance of his eternal Power and Godhead , 
and in a vindictive way overthrow rhe Sear 
A the Scornful as he formerly did, that of 
be Money-Changers, when the Temple of 
God was made 4 Den of Thieves. The 
good Conſtantine no ſooner underitood the 
execrable Drift of Arius, but he ſet himſelf 
to decree Juſtice for him by whom Kings do 
reign. © Iis true, knowing what Spirit be 
was of, and that there was ſtill room for 
the other's Repentance, if ſought carefully 
and with Tears, he would not like the over- 
warm Diſciples cal for Fire from Heaven, 
or kindle it upon Earth, for his Perſon; but 
however, like a pious Emperor, he calls a 
Council againſt him, and condemns his Books 
to the Flames, as knowing that nothing 
could purify them but what deſtroyed em 
too. Tho but a Novice in Chriſtianity, — 
ere 


Verge of their reſpective Places and Sta- 
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could not « bear tlie Authot' of 3 it ſhould lie 
under a Diſparagement that he could reme- 
dy, nor be ſo ungrateful as to let ſacrilegi. 
ous Torigues rob him of the Glory which he 
bad wich che Father before the World was 
when he had been ſo gracious. as to empty 
himſelf of it for a white, purely peru, 24 
tuition of qualifying us to be with him, 
and ſee his Glory. And a noble Precedent 
This, for Chriſtian Princes to follow , 
whom our Saviour has appointed Defenders 
of the Faith, and Nurſes to the Church! 
If they fit in Moſes's Chair, as ſpiritual 
Watchmen over the Houſe of ee they 
muſt rebuke out of it wwith- 4, Aut hori 
being nothing, terrifyed by their Adverſs 
ries. They muſt ſuppreſs falſe Teachers 
by ſevere Inhibitions, leſt they make the 
Lord's People to run aſtray, and in Caſe of 
Contumacy deliver them over to Satan, that 
they may learn not to blaſpheme (it being but 
reaſonable that he who would juſtle one Ar- 
ticle out of the Creed ſhould be depriv d of 
his Intereſt in anot ber, and for diſcarding 
the Deity of Chriff, cut off from the Com- 
_ ea, Frs Saints.) This we know is what 
ve in Charge to Timo- 


3 nd his 1 are ors; and — he tells 


us, is what himſelf practis'd upon the Per- 
ſons of Hymen aus ard Alexander, that erred 
from the Truth. Sure I am too, At hang 
ſons did his part — the Innovations 45 

c 
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the Arian World, by n ot . Plc Place by 
Subjection, no not for an 75 

ril His, againſt the Hereſy of 7 Min 05 
etting an cumenial Synod for its Con- 
0 emnatlon. And tis 2 comfortable Refle- 


* 


qion in evil Days, when ſuch vetierable 


Examples of 800 0 and Sig ei 


E they conflitute a hell — wal 


bree the Power of Cenſure delegated ts | 


them in regard of wnſound Members, and 
the Privilege of enn cautionary = 
of Infamy upon ſuch Perſons as are prou 
of doubting, Tia Tuch Writings as handle 
the Word o eitfully. And as there 
is great Nofey fi ech a Power, where 
the Principles of the next Generation are at 
Stake, fo there have not been wanting wor- 
thy Inſtances of its Application. . The n- 
nimous Sentence formerly paſt upon the na- 
ked Goſpel, and other — Decyees upon 
like Occaſions, make this Place, no doubt, 
the Praiſe of all the Churches, and her Faith 
Jpoken of throughout the World, 

If they be tix'd by Divine Providence as 
private Perſons in a . narrower Sphere of 
Action, they are notwithſtanding in a con- 
dition to promote the Honour of their great 
Mafter, and do him acceptable Service a- 
mongſt Men. They can take up the Pen 
of the Learned; and as V. orkmen that need 

| not 
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not be aſbam d, deliver the ſacred Text from 
the miſerable Abuſe of profane Comments 
and unjuſt Inferences, (And but for the 
Antidotes and Preſervatives, which ſome of 
them have charitably adminiſtred, the Pa- 
per-Peſtilence which walketh at Noon-day, 
and has deſtroy'd its Thouſands, muſt ine- 
vitably have deſtroy'd its Ten thouſands.) 
At leaſt by opening unto them the Scrip- 
tures, 121 can build up the Ignorant and 
Unlearned in our -moit holy Faith, and 
by 4 Word in Seaſon diſappoint the cun- 
ning Craftineſs of ſuch as he in wait to de- 


—_— | debt 
They can have Compaſſion, as St. Jude 
adviſes, on thoſe who are out of the way; 
and if they were beguil'd thro Simplicity, 
recover them into it by rational Perſuaſion. 
Others that met Obje&ions balf way, and 
with a good will were argued into Infide- 
lity, if riot reprobate concerning the Faith, 
they can ſave with fear plucking them out of 
the Fire, tliat is, by ſharper Reprehenſions, 
by fearful Repreſentations of the Judgment 
of the great Day, extort from them an ac- 
knowledgment of the Truth, and make en 
believe and tremble, _ 

As to Perverters themſelves, they have a 
Remedy for them too, the Diſcipline of 
Frowns and Neglect, the' not of Penalties 
and Reſtraints, They can withdraw them- 
ſelves as St. Paul requires, from e 

; 
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ther that ſetteth his Mouth againſt the Hea- 
vets, have no company with him that he may 
be aſham'd, and by avoiding the Man, con- 
demn the Hevetich, . 
And, which is the crowhing Inſtance of 


| holy Zeal, they can befiege Heaven with 


their ardent and pathetick Importunities for 
the Preſence and Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, 
which God has promis'd to his beloved 
Church, and by a devout and pleaſing Vio- 
lence engage him to provide that the Pow- 
ers of Hell, lg Doctrine, Hereſy and 
Schiſm, may never prevail agaiftiſt it, par- 
ticularly that part. of it whereunto they 
belong. | 


tontend for his ſacred Truths, and to check the 
Devils Partizans in theit Sallies and Inſults 
upon Religion. Every one has his Poſt of 
Activit. Aotted him; and he that acquits 
himſelf bravely in it, 2 Crown Rigbteouſ 
neſs. The God whom we ſerve is not un. 
Hiobteows to forget our Labours of Love, and 
Patience in the Goſpel; but to him that over- 
tometh, that does all he can within the Line 


of his pattictlar Station for the Intereſts of 


common Chriſtianity , he will give to fit 


with him on bis Throne, even as he over» 


tame, and ſat down with bis Father en bis 
Throne. 
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Thus the Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt ate to 


God made Man. 
Let us then fight 4 good Fight, and keep t 
the Faith: Let us recognize the Captain of 
our Salvation in his holy Temple, by bow. 
ing reverently at the Name of Feſus, and 
zupon all Occafions confront audacious 'De-, 
i/ts with a bold Profeſſion of our Belief in 
3 eternal Trinity, Three Perſons and ont 
God. | 
If there muſt be Hereſies among us, let 
thoſe that are approv'd be made manifei 
by oppoſing them. If Apoſtates will wwref 
the Scriptures to their own Deſtruction, let 
Believers {ee that they don't to that of 
others, 
Let us all pray heartily for their 
Converſion, in the Uſe of our excellent 
Litany, and as earneſtly for their Par- 
don, in the Language of our meek Re. 
deemer, —— Father forgive them, for they 
know not. what they do. That ſo there 
may be Peace in the Church Militant, and 
Joy in the Church Triumphant among the 
Angels of God. And ſince he that fan- 
deth may fall, let us not be over-cont:- 
dent of our own Stedfaſtneſs, but in a 
deep Sence of Human Inconſtancy, throw 
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our ſelves into the Arms of the Divine 
Protection. Ss 1. 
And now, to ſhut up my Diſcourſe 
D _Þ with the Cloſe of this Epiſtle, Unto bin 
: that 1s able to keep you from falling, and 
IT 


2 Dau fo lee 
852 eee e. 


be ee e 
5 ey cs ven. Think 


God made Man. 


to preſent you blameleſs before the Pre- 
ſence of his Glory with exceeding 7 
the only wiſe God, our Saviour , 


ſcrib'd all Glory 


and Majeſly, Dominion 


and Power, both now and for evermore. 
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Amen. 
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. ho 'he has fafl ed forty Days: * 
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a ar bern u of! 
pt *fo wo allnthings\ 
wel, ſo is 1 the Wer 0 bri- 


ughts 
in the Contemplation, of whathheUid? 80 dl 
a complete Preacher of Righteoufnefs Na- 
ture and Grace never furniſh'd out: before. 
Every Scaſon of his Age Was a kind df Le- 
ure to Mankind, ęvery Paſſage of.his Life 
had a Moral in it. His Freedoms in pub: 
dire& as to the moderate uſe of imd 

/* Liberties and Feſtival Enterffitiments: 
And his Reſerves in;private recommend to 
1 our 
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our Practice in their turn the ſeverer Du- 
ties of | Faſting, Meditation, and Prayer. 
The Ci was the Witneſs of his mighty 
Works, the Deſart, the Scene of what was 
equally wonderful, his —_ Auſterities. 


There be faſted forty Dor . Nights, 


and war nfterward — And this 


variety of Modes, — to a variety of 


Conceruments , not only warrants, but re- 
gulates an interchange of Salitude and Con- 
verſation, tacitly inſtructing us to turn our 
backs upon the World, when we would 
take a mearer view of the better Country, 
and to lock it again in the Face, when we 
have buſineſs with it. 

In diſcourſing upon the Words before us, 
I ſhall follow the Mezbod which they Tes. 
ge, and ſo remark upon, 

I. His Abſtinence.” 
II. The Continuance of it. 

III. The Conſequent herein ſpeciſied, his 
after-ſubmiſſion to the painful Throws and 
Impreſſions of Hunger. 

Veen firſt for the Abſtinence of our Savi⸗ 

; that is obvious enough, but the Mo- 
wn, to it are not ſo viſible. The ordinary 
Ends of Faſting we have a/ often heard of, 
and no doubt ſome.of us have happily exem- 
plify d. But theſe are of too mean and 
diſparaging a Nature to ing a Place arg 


xeſt 1 in his Self-denjals. ' 
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294 Our Saviour's miraculous Faſt. 
One End is the crucifying of vile Afections 
and Rebel-luſts. As unſuſpicious of Incon- 
veniencies as we commonly are, where the 
Palate- intereſts are concerned; there is no 
greater Snare of Innocence than a full and 
delicate Table; ng ſuch Incentive to Wan- 
tonneſs as the lnGious Spoils of the rifled 
Elements continually. ſet before us. They 


give Birth to impure Heats within, feed and 


blow up the dormand Sparks of Original 
Concupiſcence. They let our Paſſions looſe 
upon us; and while they gratify, increaſe 
irrægular Deſires: Hence Ab#inence becomes 
neceſſary to prevent or help off with the 
11] Effects of conftant Pleafure, to with- 
draw the Fuel, that the Flame may gradu- 
ally die away and cool us into ſerious Re- 
flections. 9 8 
hut if we regard our Saviour Caſe, this 
Neceſſity was ſuperſeded by abſolute Purity. 
The Fleſh in him never warred again#t the 
Spirit, and ſo wanted not ſuch rigorous 
Methods to bring it under, It was always 
kept a mighty Stranger to the things of this 
World, and ſo could not be capable of: abu- 
ing them. It receiv'd a right Bias at firſt, 
and ever afterwards diſcover'd nothing but 
ac forwardneſs to obey, what ſober Reaſon 
had a right to require. Why then ſhould 
it be :roughih handled like a Criminal, tied 
up, in a ſolemn manner, even from common 
Neceſſaries, and put to wdeſerved Penance? 
2 7 Again, 
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Our Saviour's miratulous Faſt. 
Again, Faſting, 1s preſcrib'd as a proper 
help and furtherance to Devotion. The cox- 
ruptible Body is continually groveling upon 
the ground, as if it Jong'd to be buried in 
it; and the miſchief is, the Soul, which 
would fain be mounting upwards, is ſore 
let and hindred, through ite ſpiteful Influ- 
ence. As it is dull and heavy in all its pro- 
per Motions, ſo doth it render the other 
dull and ſupine in all her noble Operations. 
Inſtead of a dutiful Compliance, there is a 
ſtubborn Reluddancy. She is forc'd as it 
were to drag and hale along the cumber- 
ſom Lump, and conſequently having hut 
little uſe of her natural Activity, cannot 
but be ſoon tired with the beſt Performan- 
ces. But ſhe is never more hamper'd and 
oppreſs d by the fleſhly Fetters, never finds 
a greater heavineſs and deadneſs upon her 
in her Approaches to God, than after the 
grand Work of waiting upon Appetite, 
Then a ſluggiſh Drowzineſs ſeizes upon the 
Senſes and the Mind at once. The Springs 
of Thought go ſlow , and the neceſſary 
Length of Divine Service is an over-match 
for our Attention. An empty Stomach on 
the contrary is a ſovereign Antidote againſt 


a cloudy Head and a liſtleſs Heart, It fen. 


ces off ſpiritual Languors, abates the un- 
wieldineſs of the corporeal Organs, and ſo 
very much facilitates our Flights towards 


Heaven. * 
| = - It 


295 


296 


— 


Our iSaviopr's miraculous Faſt. 
It is plain, the Fews were of this Opi- 
nion, who never begun their daily Repaſt, 
All they had finiſh d their Morning-Sacrifice. 
And the Cuſtom of good Chri#jans is groun- 
ded upon it, who have always been wont 
to put by their ordinary Suſtenance, when 
they were going to commemorate the Sacri- 
„ice of the Croſs. 17: 
But how could this preparative Diſcipline 
reſpect the all-ſufficient Jeſus? Being himſelf 
e 


- 


the Giver of every good and perfect Gift, 
he could have no perſonal Occaſion for Pray- 
er upon which they are entail'd ; being 
the very Mafter-piece of Nature could feel 
no Impediments in it. The two Principles 
of his Humanity were peculiarly fram'd for 
an happy Pair; and like loving Friends, 
went hand in hand. Inſtead of Clogs and 
Incumbrances, there was a mutual Servicea- 
bleneſs, a conſtant Harmony; ſo that he 
could ſoar with Eaſe to the Place from 
whence he came, and without the leaſt di- 
ſtraction maintain a familiar Intercourſe 
with the eternal World. Des nc. 
 Fafting likewiſe is a Fruit meet for Re: 
__ FER 
Even worldly Grief is generally attended 
with it, and therefore Godly, Sorrow, to be 
ſure, would look but with an ill Grace 
without it. The Afi#ed during their firſt 
Tranſports are indifferent, yea averſe to the 
yup! Splarey and Refreſhunents of Life 
an 
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and the Penitent neglect em, not out of a- 


ſolute Choice, but out of an holy Indigna- 


tion againſt themſelves. They judge they 


haye forfeited their Title to them, by diſho- 
nouring the bountiful Founder, -and they 
chuſe to expreſs that their Judgment by re- 
fraining = the invaluable Bleſſing. And 
truly the Expreſſion ſeems to be very natu- 
ral. When we grudge our ſelves our daily 


Bread, what do we but acknowledge our 


daily Unworthineſs of it, and the Demerit 
of thoſe Offences which have rendred us 
thus unworthy ; that Heaven has been too 
indulgent to us poor contemptible Creatures, 
and we moſt ungrateſul towards the High 
and lofty one that inbabiteth it? When we 
forego a lawful Satisfaction, that we natu- 
— * much deſire, and wight alſo very inno- 
cently partake of, what do we but declare 
our abhorrence of unlawful ones, that tis 
our Wiſh we had never enjoyed them in 
times paſt, that tis our Reſoluiion never to 
enjoy them more. 

And now could the mee Lamb of 
God be concerned in ſuch a religious Pur- 

poſe? No, queſtionleſs as he knew no Sin, 
i he W A no Repentance. His Enemies 


indeed charg'd him with the one, but his 
Conſcience ſtood his Friend ſo much as to 
excuſe him the Evidences of the other. 
Twas their buſineſs only to hold a Truce 


with their Mouths, to keep pleaſant More 
| feng 
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ſels from entring in, that had ſuffer'd evil 
Thoughts to proceed out of them. 
What then were the Reaſons and Uſes of 
our Saviour's Abſtinence? Some of the Chief, 
J preſume, might be theſe that follow. 
1. The Recovery of human Nature from 
that Reproach which it ſuffer'd by the In- 

mperance of our firſt Parents, No ſooner 
were they ſettled in a State of Happineſs, 
but they made a ſhift to ſurfeit themſelves 
out of it. Tho' Heaven was liberal of its 
ſweeteſt Influences, and the Earth of its 
beſt Treaſures; tho' Eden entertain'd them 
with Rivers of Pleaſure, and the Uſe of all 
the Garden was allowed to them, only a 
Tree excepted, as a Mark of God's Sove- 
reignty, as a Trial of Man's Obedience, yet 
all this availed them nothing, becauſe of 
that Exception, In the midſt of ſuch agreea- 


ble Variety, they regretted the /mgle Re. 


ſtraint, and could not be eaſy, without 
trying the taſt of the forbidden Fruit And 
when they had done ſo, the Crown fell 
from their guilty Heads, and the Glory de- 
parted from them. The reſt of the rational 
Creation ſtood now amaz'd to ſee the Un- 
rulineſs of their Infant Appetite, as they 
did before to behold Nature's Store-Houſe 
of Proviſion for it; and from admiring their 
wonderful Felicity, began to upbraid their 
unaccountable Baſeneſs. The Celeſtial Hoſt 
veild themſelves to cover their Bluſhes , 
| and 
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and the Infernal Tribe hiſs'd to celebrate 
their Triumph. We commenc'd Spectacles 
of Horror to A, nay to our very ſelves. 
With Complacency we humour'd our liquo. 
riſh Sence, but with Confuſion reflected on 
the voluptuous Act, and thenceforward paid 
infinitely dear for the wild Frolick in Shame 
and Infamy. ' - 

Nou to retrieve, *tis like, our Credit with 
Heaven, the ſecond Adam acted the Reverſe 
of the fir, and whereas the other made 
bold with that which'was ſacred, he denied 
himſelf even that which was lawful. This 
is certain, his generous Forbearance has 
done Mankind a world of Honour, and 
wip'd out the Stain of that preſumptuous 
Curioſity. Now we can look up to our 


Maker without our wonted Conſternation, 


now we can ſhow our Heads with Confi- 
dence among reaſonable Beings. 

Another excellent End for which he faft- 
ed was that he might teach us by his Ex- 
ample how to prepare our ſelves for high or 
difficult Employments, It was an approv'd 
Practice before; all Ages and Countries 
made it a Preliminary to important Enterpriſes. 
This uſher'd in all Attempts in Religion 
that were conſiderable, Witneſs what 7o- 
nab ſays of the Ninevites, our Saviour of 
Tyre and Sidon, and others of the Phariſees 
and Zobn's Followers. Nay, this led the 
way too in ſecular Undertakings, woun 

waat 
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what the Apoſtle obſerves of the Olympic 
Competitors, Every Man that ſtriveth for 
the Maſtery is temperate in all things. They 
that run in à Race, to obtain a corrupt ible 
Cromn, ſubmit to almoſt unnatural Strict. 
neſſes upon that View. And the common 
Wreſtler, before he can hope to ſignalize 
himſelf by egregious ſleights of Bodily 
Strength and Activity, mult be ſeverely die- 
ted for the Combalaeeeee. 

The High Prieſt of our. Profeſſion ated 

e commenced - ſuch, 

But the reaſon why he acted thus was wide- 
ly different from theirs. Having been late- 
ly conſecrated to his Office by a Deſcent of 
the Holy Gbo#t upon him, and confirni'd by 


a recommendatory Voice out of the excellent 


Glory, he'prefac'd the Execution of it with 
Faſting, but not to fit. himſelf for diſchar- 
ging it. For doth not David tell us propbe, 


zically that he was ancinted with the Oil of 


Glaaneſs above his Fellows 8: And the Baptiii 
aſſure us upon the Event that Gad gave 
not the Spirit by Meaſure imto him, by ſuch 
minute and ſtinted Proportions as fell to 
the Share of other Mortals? Lea, did not 


the fulneſs of the Godhead dwell in bim bo- 


But yet he did not. A formal Retreat from 


Aily? It had therefore been no Intruſion , 
had he entred upon his great Work extem- 
pore, no abrupt or. irregular Proceeding , 
had he preach'd as ſoon as he was ſent, 


outward 
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outward Accommodations muſt intervene, 
and why but upon Intuition of leaving a 
Precedent to his Church, which they were 
to follow, in calling Labourers into the 
Videyard, and the Labourers themſelves in 
encountring the emergent Difficulties of 
their Miniſiry? At leaſt, That was look d 
upon by the Wiſe and Prudent as a fair 
Hint, an implicit Direction, to fait upon 
ſuch Occaſions. For we find it practis'd at 
the Ordination, not only of Paul and Bar- 


nabis, when inveſted with the peculiar ads 13 


Charge of opening a Door of Faith to the 
Gentiles; but alſo of other Preſbyters, when 
appointed by them for a much eaſier Ser- 


vice, namely to confirm the Souls of their as 14. 


Converts, and eſtabliſn them in the Faith. 
And the early. Days of Chriſtianity inſtitu. 
ted four ſolemn times of publick Faſting, 
commonly calPd Ember Weeks, to implore 


the Divine Grace and Heavenly Benedicti- 


on upon the Holy Orders conferrd at thoſe 
Seaſons. Which Uſage, to Her Glory be 
it ſpoken, is ſtill retain'd by Her that is in 
all Reſpects rruly primitive, the Church of 

and tho' the People ſadly forget 
their Part, ſhe carefully performs hers, by 
putting a ſuitable Form of Prayer. into the 
Hands of all her Paſtors, to be recited then, 


with a profound Gravity and the devouteſt 
Alffections, in all the Afemblies of the Saints. 


Nor 
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is the Father of Lights, - the everlaſting 
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Nor would it be at all amiſs, if a pri- 
vate Application of this Nature attended 
the Receipt or Conveyance of any momen- 
tous Truſt, whether ſacred or ſecular, ſo 
the Parties concern'd appeared not unto Men 
to fait, as the manner of ſome is. We can't 
too much intereſt God in our Affairs, who 


Counſellor by Style and by Inclination. And 
therefore whoever is ſo wiſe as to own the 
lack of Wiſdom, let him aſk it off God; let 
him wreſtle in Prayer, and take up the ſtout 
Reſolve of Facob, I will not let thee go ex- 


' cept thou bleſs me; but that he may like Ja- 


cob too, have Power with God, and prevail, 
he muſt call in Abſtinence to his Aid. So 
fitted out and accompliſh'd, he will not 
fight uncertainly, or as one that beateth the 
Air. W 
Thus having examin'd upon what Ac- 
count our Saviour begun his Faſt, proceed 
we [ſecondly to enquire, Why he: continued 
it to the Number of forty Days and forty 
Nights, _ © | | 
en and it may be plauſible, Conje- 
ctures have been advanc'd by the Learned; 


but there is one above the reſt that ſeems 


to deſerve our Notice, and tis this, that by 
his long Intermiſſion of thoſe lower Offices 
of eating and drinking, he meant to diſpoſe 
the Minds of Men for the Reception of his 
Doctrine. In the 18 of Deuter. Moſes thus 

pes -, 
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predicteth to Iſrael concerning the Mæſſiab. 
A Prophet will the Lord thy God raiſe up from 
among thee, of thy Brethren like unto me, un- 
to him ye ſball hearken, Now Moſes, du- 
ring his forty Days Communion with God 
on the Mount of Sinai, when he was to re- 
ceive the Law; yea, and Elias too, during 
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Deut. 9. 9. 


his forty Days Travel toward the Mount of, Kings 19. 
Horeb, when he was to reſtore it, did nei-8. 


ther eat Bread nor drink Water. And there- 
fore it concern d our Lawgiver likewiſe, 
when he addreſs'd himſelf to perfect it, to 
live out the ſame tedious Proportion of 
Time by the ſame extraordinary way of 


Subſiſtence. Otherwife the Prediction 


would not have had its full Accompliſh- 
ment in him; otherwiſe he would not 
have ſhown himſelf a Prophet like unto them, 
and ſo the Fews could be under no Obli- 
gation to hearken to him, as a Teacher ſent 
from God. If this Character of Reſem- 
blance had been wanting, they might mo- 
deſtly have queſtion'd, Who gave thee the 
Authority thou pretendeſt to? Might juſtly 
have aſk'd, Maſter, we would ſee a Sign 
rom Heaven, that we may believe. But 
ſince he held out ſo vaſt a while without 
ſeeking the Supplies of outward Nouriſh- 
ment, before the opening of his high Com- 
miſſion, there could be no reaſonable Excep- 
tion againſt him. So uncommon a Faſt, not 


only as it evidenc'd the Agreement betwixt 
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Type and Amitype, but alſo. as a fingular 
— him to be Kin ond 
Chriſt that ſhould come into the World, For 
no Man could live ſo like a Miracle, except 
God were with him. So that hence we 
may account for the Self-denial, and con- 


clude it was to get him the Honour of a 
Prophet in his own Country, and cut off all 
Pretences of looking for another. 3 


Some are for inferring the Duty of a like 
Forty Days Abſtinence from the Practice in 
the Text. But it is hard to determine, 
whether is greateſt, the Indiſcretion or the 
Piety of tlie Inference. They are to be 
commended for their good will to our 
Lord's Example, and their deſire of tran- 


ſeribing it to the utmoſt. But here their 


Emulation out- runs their Ability; and ſhall 
I praiſe them in this, I praiſe them not? 
This Action is above our Strength to go 
through with, and ſo ſhould be beyond our 
Zeal to attempt. In him the Divine Na- 
ture underprop'd the Human; but this 
fleſhly Tabernacle of ours, if not conſtantly 
repaired, having no Promiſe of inviſible Sup- 
port, will ſoon fall from under us and crum- 
ble into Duſt. The Manifeſtation of his 
eternal Power and Godhead took up forty 
Days and forty Nights; but a four Days 
Trial would ſufficiently, if not fatally, con- 
vince us that Man liveth, ordinarily ſpea- 
king, by Bread aluns. Nay ſo ſenſible ate 


3 the 


„ 


e 21 F —ͤ a £ © ] XX _ 


ſake. 


Onr Saviour miraculous Fa — © 5 


the rigid Taſk-maſters themſelves, that 
Meats are for the Belly, and the Belly for 
Meats ;, that tho* Fleſh is ſeverely interdi- 
ted with a Touch not, Taſt not, Handle 
not, yet a Fiſb-Dinner, an Evening-Colla- 
tion, and more than a little Wine, we are 
told, are graciouſly allow'd for the Stomach- 


But beſides the Frailty of our Conſtitu- 
tion, the Silence of the Scriptures is a check 
upon us. We are commanded indeed to 
walk even as he walked in the World, but 
not to faſt as he faſted in the Wilderneſs. 
Had Chriſt intended this for a Pattern of our 
Obedience, as well as a Recommendation 
of his Doctrine, would he not have pro- 
pounded it as ſuch, would he not have ſig- 
nitied his Intention ſomewhere ? The Que- 
ry put to him about the different Conduct of 
his Diſciples, and thoſe of the Baptiit in re- 
ference to Faſting, gave him an Opportu- 
nity to do ſo, But we find, he makes no 


more than a general Reply. The Days will Math. g. 


come, when the Bridegroom ſhall be taken” 
from them, and then ſhall they fait, Here 
is an expreſs Order and a weighty Reaſon 
given for future Acts of Diſcipline, but no 
Direction for Time or other Circumſtances. 
Theſe things, it ſeems, are diſcretionary, 
and wholly left to the Wiſdom and Occaſions 
of the Church. | 
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And what was ſo left at large, the Church 
very fitly determin'd with a ſpecial Eye to 
ths Divine Faſt, tho' not without ſome re- 
ſpect too to human Infirmity. No impra- 
Etcable Auſterities were brought up, but 
only convenient Abridgments in point of 
Diet, Pleaſure and Buſineſs; no tedious Ex- 
erciſes encouraged, but only ſuch temporary 
Devotions, as Man's weak Nature could 
bear, his ſpiritual Caſe requir'd, and his or- 
dinary Duties admitted of. 

Theſe Rules are of very venerable Anti- 


guity, and the Antepaſchal Faſt under ſuch 
prudential Limits, as it 1s countenanc'd by 


the often Faſtings of St. Paul, and the great 
Abſtemiouſneſs of Timothy, ſo may it be tra- 
ced almoſt up to the Days of St. John, 
one of the honourable Children of the Bride- 
chamber. 

The Title of a Divine or Apoſtolical Tra- 
dition given it by many of the Fathers; 
the famous Debate before the cloſe of the 


ſecond Century betwixt Victor of Rome and 


thoſe of leſſer a about its ending; the 
imme morial, tho various, Obſervation of it, 
which that noted Fragment of Ireneus his 


Edfeb.L 5. Circular Letter aſſerteth; and the univerſal 


4 24. 


Regard paid to it in the ſeveral Countreys 
where the Name of Chriſt was cail'd upon, 
which St. Baſil ſo eminently beareth wit. 
neſs to (it appearing not that any General 
Council ever eſtabliſhed it) ſeem to = 
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for its Apoſtolical Authority or Approbation. 
The heavy Penalties decreed by the Sixty 
ninth Canon for ſuch as ſhould be found to 
negle& it, whether Clergy or Laity; - the 
expreſs mention of it by the Councils/of 
Nice and Laodicea, and the numerous au- 
thentick Teſtimouies collected by the late 


Biſhop Beveridge upon the Argument in Cod. Can. 


hand, clearly demonſtrate it a Primitive 
Conſtitution or Uſage. Eccleſraſtick Story 
is full enough in its Favour ; and that ju- 
dicious Prelate made ſo good an uſe there- 
of, as perfectly to rout his pretending Ad- 
verſary, and take from him the Armour 
wherein he truſted, Nh pi 
Nor is it more ancient than Iaudable, 
whatever moroſe Separatiſts, that make 1t 
matter of Diſpute and not of Practice, may 
affirm to the contrary. Did we teach in- 
deed for a Doctrine of Chriſt this Command- 


ment of Men, there would be umbrage for 


Calumny, ground for Scruple. But *tis well 
known, we reverence it only as a Cuſtom 
which we have ever had and a// the Churches 
of God, and yet they will not ceaſe to be 
contentious, Did we make it a ground of 
Merit, a Standard of Perfection, they would 
find ſufficient Cauſe to keep a clutter with 
that dear Word, Popery, that formidable 
Thing, Superſtition. 

But it is our avowed Sence, and has been 


the conſtant Declaration of our Apologi/ts, 
X 2 that 
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that bodily Exerciſe, without Godlineſs, pro- 
fiteth but little; and yet Detraction will 
not be ſtruck dumb. If we urge in defence 
of that and other ſtated Times of Abſti- 
nence, that there were ordinary Faſts of Hu- 
man Extraction under the Jewiſh Fconomy, 
which are remembred in Scripture and ap- 
prov'd by God; and therefore why may 


there not alſo under the Chriſtian? They 


reply with a concluding Face and a deciſive 
Air, Days and Months, and Times and Tears 
are no longer of lawful] Obſervance ; as if 
what St. Paul defign'd as an Invective a- 
gainſt ſuperannuated Ceremonial Ordinances, 
was equally a Blow to moral ones of a 
modern Date! Thus they uſe their liberty 
as an occaſion to the Fleſh, as a cloak of Mali- 
ciouſneſs. We muſt for ſooth be voted by 
them the Diſciples of Rome, becauſe they 
are ſo of the refractory Aerius / 

But in ſpite of all oppoſite Pleas and hu- 
mourſom Cavils, the Dignity of Lent 
ſtands firm and immoveable. Sure I am in 
its original Uſe, it had a ſpecial Influence 
upon Religion, and brought much Glory to 
God, much Benefit to Men; whether we 
conſider it as an Opportunity to the Good of 
improving themſelves in Vertue by retired 
Meditation, as a means of reclaiming the 
Bad from Vice by cautionary. Penances, or as 
an Inſtrument of Grace, fitting both; the 
one in ſome meaſure, and the other to great 
2 | Exactneſe, 
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Exactneſs, for the enſuing Sacrament and 
Feſtival of Eaſter. Sure I am, in its preſent 
Deſign, .it has a very friendly Aſpe& upon 
Civil Society, as it invites a publick Humi- 
liation for publick Iniquities, which if not 
timely expiated by a proportionable Sorrow, 
muſt neceſſarily tend to the ruin of it, But 
ſince National Sins are capable only of a 
temporary Vengeance, private ones alſo of e- 
ternal Retributions, becauſe of the different 
Duration of States and Individuals ; parti- 
cular Perſons are more eſpecially beholden 
to that which leadeth them to Repentance, 
Tho! we are oblig'd to have always a watch- 
ful Eye upon our Actions, and to ſhake 
Hands with a moral Imperfection as ſoon as 
we diſcover it in our ſelves z yet it is but 
neceſlary ſome ſer Time, and that of reaſo- 
nable Continuance, ſhould be reſerv'd for a 
more exact Scrutiny into our paſt Behaviour, 
a more ſtudious Subjection of Sence to Rea- 
ſon, a more ſolemn Abrenunciation of the 
World by Weeping, Faſting and Praying, 


But ſuch is the Remiſſneſs of ſome, and the 


Perverſeneſs of more, if every one was left at 
liberty as to this matter, ſcarce any would e- 
ver come to a poſitive Reſolution about 1t; 
we ſhould be exceeding buly to project Rea- 
ſons for ſhifting or drilling off the return of 


an unwelcome Duty, too apt to conſult with 
the Boſom-Sophiſters, Fleſh and Blood, in the 


Caſe, and too willing to ſtay the Leiſure 
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of every vile Luſt and vain Impertinency, 
The Spouſe of Chriſt therefore could do no 
leſs than reduce to a Certainty what accor- 
ding to his Prophecy was to follow upon the 
Abſence of the Bridegroom, and 5 — an 
annual Seaſon of Contrition and Mourning 
to be obſerv d by all ſucceeding Ages till his 
coming again. And tis almoſt inconceivable 
what good Effects her Appointment wrought 
even in her Prodigal Children, together with 
the pathetick Admonitions of their Teachers, 
and the exemplary Conduct of their Brethren , 
what Indignation and Relentings, what Re- 
venge and Seli- diſplicency, yea what Careful- 
neſs and Fear, yea what vehement Deſire and 
holy Zeal. A ſincere Piety got ground apace, 
and the-Pretence of better Thoughts, that was 
taken up by the worſt of Men, often ended 
1n the former. Notorious Offenders took open 
ſhame to themſelves as a Reparation of viola- 
ted Laws, as a Satisfaction for publick Scan- 
dal. And all the lively Emblems of Meanneſs 
and Diſparagement, of Horror and Deformi- 
ED to {et out the ſadneſs of their 
ndition. While the Groans of a wounded 
Spirit huſh'd the Cravings of a ſlighted Ap- 
petite, and made em almoſt inſenſible of any 
Hunger or Thirſt but of thoſe after Rigbte- 
ouſneſs ;, rough Sackcloth was thrown upon 
their Backs, that the Fleſh, which had been 
every way careſs d, might be every way cha- 
ſtisd; filthy Afbes were Rnd 
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ted the Divine Image, might be repreſented 
as vile Earth for doing ſo, fit for nothing but 
the Dunghill, and more deſpicable than the 
very Duſt they trod upon: Doleful Confeſ- 
ons of Guilt came from them, with melan- 
choly Streams of Water from their troubled 
Eyes, that it might appear how evil and bit- 
ter a thing it was to depart from God, in 
whoſe Favour is Life; and that nothing might 
be wanting to compleat the Abaſement, Pro- 

ration at the Feet of the Preſbyters and the 
Friends of God, as Tertullian, when a Catho- 
lick, informs us, was ſubmitted to as a pro- 
per ſupplicating Poſture; and infinitely glad 
they were, if after all they were accounted 
worthy to be reſtored to Church Society, 
and the Privileges of the Faithful. 

From the Senſe of theſe Hardſhips and 
Diſhonours, Sinners of an inferiour Rank re- 
ceiv'd a very kindly Impreſſion, and were 
induc'd to /n no more, leſt the ſame awful 
Judgment of Excommunication, that had al- 
ready paſs'd on others, with the ſame diſmal 


_ Conſequences ſhould happen to themſelves 


here, or 4 worſe thing hereafter, the terri- 
ble Sentence of — Depart ye Curſed. 

And even ſuch as lay not under any E- 
cleſiaſtical Cenſure, nor a ſelf-condemning 
Conſcience, readily clos'd with many of the 
Strictneſſes then uſed, and having barr d the 


door upon human Converſe and ſecular In- 
X 4 cumbrances, 
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. cumbrances, earneſtly” addreſs'd themſelves 


to the reviewing of their Lives, the morti- 
fying of their Luſts, and the raiſing of their 
Affections above Earthly Vanities. Charity 
too never faild, no more than Devotion. 
Whilſt they perfected their own Repentance, 
waſhing off thoſe Occaſional Soils and Defile- 
ments, which the tainted Air of a wicked 
World fuffers none that breath in it wholly 
to eſcape, they pray'd for that of others, wiſh- 
ing they were not only almoſt but altogether 
ſuch as themſelves ;, and tho they knew their 
ownGuilt was not great, yet they thought their 
Humiliation neceſſary by way of Sympathy 
with them that wept. In ſhort, the whole 
Body of Chriſtians as one Man, made a re- 
verend and frequent Recognition of the Glo- 
ries of the Tri-une Divinity, and ſent their 
Petitions upwards, like publick Ambaſſadors, 


Ten:. I. de to ſue in their behalf for a general blotting 
Eo c. 9. out of Tranſgreflions, and to make their 


Peace with Heaven: And let me add, that 


this great Solemnity, which was ſo grievous 


for the time, was no leſs comfortable in the 
Iſſue, as yielding the peaceable Fruits of Ho- 
lineſs to thoſe that were exercis'd thereby. 
The Courſe of Self-denials they begun in Sor- 


row, but tini{h'd it with Joy, ſuch Joy as no- 
thing elſe could give or take away. Every 
one was of David's mind, when his peniten- 


tial Tears were dried up, and cou'd not but 
acknowledge it good for him that he was thus 
„„ afflited, 
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afflicted. All the while the Pagan World 
look'd on with Envy and Amazement; and 
from their manly negleing, or rather affli&- 
ing, of the Body, Prejudice it ſelf was forc'd to 
conclude that God was in them of a Truth. 
Such was the glorious State, the excellent Ge- 
nius, the noble heights of primitive Chriſtiani- 
ty! But alas! ſormer things are paſs'd away, 
and we can now view the Church's Happineſs, 
only by the help of Memory and long Refle- 
ctions. Now it is moſt Men's Care to under- 
mine that Spirit of Godlineſs, which the Fore- 
fathers of our Faith were at ſome Pains to ad- 
vance; and inſtead of confeſſing their Sins as 
Penitents in the Face of the Congregation , 


with a vifible Compun@ion, they proclaim 


them as Sodom on the Houſe-top, with boaſt- 
ing Confidence. Now the Emulation of Ex- 
ample and the Fear of Shame have ſhifted their 
ſide, and join in an open Confederacy againſt 


Vertue. To be Lewd is become faſhionable, 


to be Abſtemious reproachful. So that to 
maintain the Poſt of a good Chriſtian, aſks as 
much Courage almoſt as would ſignalize a Ge- 
neral. Thoſe that are rich in this World fare 
ſumptuouſly every Day, with the plump Epi- 
cure in the Parable, as if they were reſolv'd 
their good things alſo ſhouldriſe up inJudg- 


ment againſt them in another; and but few, 
I'm perſuaded, ever vouchſafe to keep a Faſt 


that have wherewithal to breakit ! Nay, what 
thro' the Connivance of the Magiſtrate, _ 
* . ts 
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the Stupidity of the working World, that Good 
Friday, that ſtands diſtinguiſh'd by the Effu- 
fion ofthe Blood-Royal of Heaven, and which 
for that Reaſon ſurely ought to be kept holy 
_ unto the Lord that bought us with it, is ſo far 
from being ſo, that we ſee it not ſolemniz'd 
fo much as with a Reſt from their Labours ! 
When the Sons and Daughters of Feruſalem 
ſhould be afflicted and mourn, and weep for 
themſelves, and for their Children, I pray thee 
bave me excus'd, is the general Language of 
Hearts. They have Farms or Merchandiſe, 
or Senſualities to look after, and therefore 
they cannot come to Divine Worſhip! 

Well therefore may we obey the Call of 
our holy Mother, when ſhe minds us to be- 
wall the Loſs, and wiſh the Revival of that 
_ wwbolſome Diſcipline, which once ſo bravely 
triumph'd over Vice, and made it ſneak into 
Corners like an odious Smgularity. It has 
been ber ſoreſt Trouble, that the Condition 
of the Times would not bear it; it 
would be ber greateſt Foy if it could be pra- 
&is'd again as ſucceſsfully as it was wiſely 
inſtituted at firſt. And tho' all her Hopes 
were damp'd at the firſt Glance upon an 
untractable Generation, yet her Endeavours 
were always anſwerable to her Charge. 
Accordingly, ſince her Hands are ſo tyed 
up by unhappy Circumſtances, that ſhe can 
exert her ſelf no farther; a devotional Ex- 
erciſe however 1s provided for to the ut- 
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moſt, Upon the fir Day of Lent ſhe ſets 
it on Foot by a commanded Abſtinence and 
a penitential Office. On the firſt Sunday 
ſhe enforces it by ſetting before us the mo- 
ving Argument of the Text, and a full Ac- 
count of Chriſt's Temptations; throughout 
the intermediate Seaſon ſhe inculcates it by 
very pertinent Exhortations. On the Heb- 
domada Magna, the Holy Week, ſhe perfects 
it by ſhewing thoſe Curſes executed on In- 
nocence it ſelf, which the Law threatned a- 
gainſt Tranſgreſſors, and our own Mouths 
antecedently ſeal with an Amen, in Teſti- 
mony of their being due to ſuch; by draw- 
ing out the black Tragedy to our View in 
the ſeveral affecting Repreſentations which 
inſpired Rhetorick gives of it; by requiring 
us to humble our ſelves daily in the Duſt 
of the Sanctuary, and in a ſpiritual Sence 
to die and riſe again with our cruciſied Sa- 
viour. 

For this ſbe has, no doubt, the Praiſe 
and Admiration of 4 that take to Heart 
the dear Concerns of Religion, ſo infinite- 
ly befriended by it; and for their Obedience 
unto This, her pious Members may aſſuredly 
expect an Entrance into the Foy of her Lord, 
who for our ſakes faſted forty Pays and for- 
ty Nights, and for our ſakes $00 was obed:- 
ent unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs. 


At preſent he pitifully bebolds the Sorrows of 
Their Hearts, and when they ſhall have ac- 


compliſh'd 
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compliſh'd as Hirelings their Day, will ſee 
that that mourning in Sion, which Fools 
have accounted Madneſs and turn'd to their 
Reproach , which Drunkards have made 
Songs upon and abus'd into a Scene of Mer- 
riment, be rewarded, as the only true Wiſ- 
dom, with Bleſſedneſs for evermore: 

After ſo tedious tho neceſſary Digreſſion, 
tis almoſt too late to ſpeak to our lat Par- 
ticular, which reſpe&s the Conſequent of the 
long Faft , his being ſubject to the Impreſ- 
ſions of Hunger. 

At any time Hunger, tho' a convenient 
is a very grating Senſation , a moſt ſevere 


and unacceptable Notice of our preſent 


Needs, unleſs Reliefs be at Hand to quiet 
it. And in Caſe of abſolute Deſtitution, ſo 
ſevere and oppreſlive'a Challenge, that to 
rid themſelves of it, ſome have been ready 
to take Sanctuary in the Grave, from which 
that was intended to preſerve us, by obli- 


ging the Mind to look-after its Companion. 


But then, *tis like, it preſs'd for imme- 


_ diate Supplies with all poſſible Vehemence 


and Importunity. Nature, which was be- 


Fore upheld by the ſupernatural Power of 


tlie Spirit, was then ſuffered to have her 


Courſe, and ſo preyed upon her ſelf for 


: want -6f other Fuel. 


But why was ſhe thus ſuffered? Why, 


when he could command Stones into Bread, 
or ſtrike it out of nothing, did he chuſe to 
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go without it, and languiſh under Pains that 
a Word might remedy? The Uſefulneſs and 
Neceſſity of the Conflict are an Anſwer. It 
was »ſeful, as making full Proof of his exem- 


plary Truſt in God; it was neceſſary, as be- 


ing a Step to an eſſential part of his Humi- 
liation, the Temptations of the Devil, It be- 
hoved him, as an intended Pattern of univer- 


ſal Righteouſneſs, to. copy out among the 


reſt the great Duty of Afiance; it behov'd 
him as the Redeemer of Mankind to enter 
the Liſts with the Enemy of Souls, to 


whom we were in Bondage, and ſubdue. 


him. Now had he not been thus diſtreſs'd, 
there had been no room for that trying 
Suggeſtion, F thou be the Son of 


« God, ſee that thou be treated like ſuch a 


“ one; command that theſe Stones before us 
« be made Bread for thy Refreſhment: And 
conſequently no Place for that manly Ne- 


gative, * No, every Word that proceedeth out 


* of rhe Mouth of God can accommodate me 
« with Neceſſaries, and if I be the Son of 
“ God, as aſſuredly I am, I muſt be fo 
« much the more at his Diſpoſe; I muſt re- 
“ fer therefore the particular Time and 


„ Method of Accommodation to my Fa- 


« ther's Pleaſure. But by ſubmitting to 
the Condition of a Starvling, he tempted 
Satan out into the Field, to the Subverſion 
of his Kingdow, and by ſtruggling on with 
that gnawing Wolf, Neceſ/ity, he hath taught 
us what may be of daily Uſe amidſt the Chan- 
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ger and Chances of a ſhifting World, an entire 
Dependance on the divine Providence. A 
Dependance, I ſay, not Preſumption. For 
we have no Warrant from his Example to 
caſt our ſelves into Hazards of Temptation, 
only an Argument for our Faith, when it 
befalleth us. The Captain of our Salvation 
indeed lent him a Weapon againſt himſelf, 
but not to embolden us to the ſame Terms 
of Diſadvantage. But for the Appearance 


of Infirmity, which was intended as a Bait 


for his ravenous Appetite, the Serpent would 


never have made his Efforts on our Saviour, 


nor conſequently been formally vanquiſh'd by 
him. The Hiſtory intimates, he did not, 
*till the languiſhing Condition ſeem'd to pro- 
miſe but a feeble Reſiſtance. And beſides, 
St. Paul's CharaRer of himſelf more eminent- 
ly befitted Chriſt at that time, When he 
was weak, then was he ſtrong. His Fleſh 
might be waſted, and his Spirits faint thro' 
Faſting; notwithſtanding he had Armour 
left that was impenetrable. The Prince of 


this World found no Corruption in him, and 


ſo could draw none out of him: 
But what was Gallantiry in the Holy one of 


God, if I maybeallow'dto call it ſo, would 
be Fool-hardineſs in the frail Sons of Adam. 


There is no need of our beckening to the 
grand Adverſary to come and aſſault us; we 
may depend on't, he will make us a Viſit 
without an Invitation. He is no backward 


Gueſt, tho a troubleſome one; but always 
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in a Readineſs to ſtrive with Man, where he 
always reckons upon Victory, and ſeldom 
fails of it. And certain it is, that if we are 
the Ag greſſors „ he will be the Conqueror. 
For in ſuch a Caſe we expatiate beyond the 
Liberties of a Chriſtian, and ſo make a For- 


feiture of God's Protection, who never ſuf- 
fers us to be tempted above that we are able, 


but when we tempt our ſelves. Agreeable 
is the Remark of the Son of Sirach, He that 
Ioveth Danger; it is not ſaid, he that falls 
into it by unavoidable Neceſſity, but, he 
that loveth and draws 1t upon himſelf, ſball 
periſh therein. The Wretch is abandon d to 


his own perverſe Choice, and the Difficul- 


ties which he courted out of Wantonneſs Y 
he ſhall endure without Relief, 
Such are the ill Conſequences of provo- 
king Satan, and playing with Temptation. 
His Efforts are invigorated upon the mad 
Adventure, our Succours withdrawn. And 
Nakeaneſs is ſure but a thin Defence againſt 
ſo Giant-like a Champion, Fleſh and Blood 
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unſeconded but a poor Guard againſt Prin- 


cipalities and Powers, If therefore we would 


e our ſelves as good Soldiers of the Lord 


leſus, we mult be ſure never to follow him 


but where he calleth us; if we would get 
the better of the Foe that labours our De- 
ſtruction, we muſt give him no Encourage- 
ment by Heedleſneſs and Security, Self- 
Diffidence will procure the Aids of the one, 
Watching diſappoint the Devices of. the other. 
ER 
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And both together will render us victorious. 
Thus each Branch of the Text is inſtru- 
ctive, and to make them more ſo, I ſhall 
add a general Reflection from the whole, 
that Eaſe and Pleaſure, tho' beautiful in their 
Seaſon, as the Preacher obſerves, carry not 
with them the greateſt Congruity to our 
Probation-· State. We call out indeed for 


Mirth, as if it were the one thing needful, 


and we could not breath a Moment without 
it, and with-hold not our Hearts from any 
Joy that comes within our reach. But what 
is there to bear us out in this profuſe Gayety 
and Self- Indulgence ? The Practice of Solo- 
mon? Lo! a greater than Solomon crieth, 
Learn of me, who hardly ever rejoic d but in 
Spirit, and was moſt intimately acquainted 


it h Grief. Faſting and Temptations prece- 


ded his triennial Miniſtry, Wearineſs and 
Painfulneſs came upon him daily thro' the 
whole Courſe ofit. And therefore unleſs the 
Diſciples above his Maſter, the Servant above 
bis Lord, penſive Thoughts and a ſedate Tem- 
per will beſt become us all the Years of our 
earthly Pilgrimage. In earneſt Chriſtians, our 
Time for Tranſport is not yet. We may re- 
joice without doubt, and nothing but a ſloical 
Sourneſs wou'd ſuggeſt the contrary; but 
then it ought to be in ſuch a manner as if we re- 
Joiced not, no farther than Health and Society 
require. For we muſt remember the Buſineſs 
of the next World will not be done with Jeſt- 
ing, and the Faſhion of this paſſeth away. 
O MEP TN I S. 


